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	Learning Technology Grant 2009-12 Abstract

Yonkers Public Schools’ proposed 2009-2012 Learning Technology Grant, Project: Words and Pictures, has been designed to increase the use of instructional technology in elementary classrooms, while improving student academic performance in achieving the New York State Learning Standards, with emphasis on programs focusing on science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).  Pictures not only say a thousand words but also can teach thousands of words, in addition to many other content skills.  Project: Words and Pictures will afford teachers and students from three former Reading First schools: Cedar Place (SINI), Eugenio Maria de Hostos, and St. Peter’s, schools with among the highest English Language Learner populations in the district, the opportunity to receive, train and implement interdisciplinary lessons using digital cameras, camcorders, editing and presentation materials. Teachers will receive four hours of training, six hours of supported planning, and monthly two shared hours of in-class coaching during each year of the three year grant.  Students will create visual representations and digital stories of content curriculum events, experiments, activities and experiences.  

Four project objectives have been developed around three of the components of Yonkers Five Year Plan: Behaviors and Perceptions: Objective 1: 100% of participating teacher will demonstrate an increased comfort and proficiency in infusing technology to strengthen and enrich content instruction in all curriculum areas. Teaching and Learning: Objective 2:  students will demonstrate a 5% increase in mathematics, science and English achievement, as well as, an increase in their motivation and academic engagement. Objective 3:  100% of participating students will demonstrate an increase in their use of technology, specifically digital photography, and digital editing and presentation software. Educational Environment: Objective 4: 
100% of the participating teachers and students will create learning communities that integrate technology to improve student learning in English language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and help students prepare to take their places in a global community.
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