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	The existing collaboration between Mount Saint Mary College and the Newburgh Enlarged City School District is the foundation and the catalyst for a Summer 2008 Excelsior Scholars Program for Grade Seven Mathematics and Science Students. The program design consists of two 10-day sessions that will provide unique and innovative learning experiences to 45 students who will be enrolled in each session for a total of 90 students.  The sessions are driven by project-based, hands-on activities that focus upon three distinct areas of inquiry: Forensic Science, Renewable Energy, and Forest Vegetation Analysis. 
Our teaching and learning approach takes advantage of and encourages the students’ imagination and natural curiosity with the world by integrating technology with inquiry-based learning and connecting activities with college faculty, school district teachers, MSMC student interns and presentations by experts working in the fields of these workshop areas. The instructional staff will act as facilitators for learning, not merely as dispensers of information. Our goal is for the students to project themselves into the future and visualize themselves in these professional roles – as scientists and engineers. 
This project is supported by mechanisms that will enable program completers to be certified as Excelsior Scholars.   Our evaluation design will include, but not be limited to the following:  successful completion of the 10-day program, faculty observations of students working together in the classroom and during field assignments, peer review, and project presentations to an audience that consists of other students in the program, MSMC faculty, Newburgh Enlarged City School District teachers, administrators, and Board of Education members, industry partners, and parents.




















































