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	Abstract  
The summer 2008 SUNYIT Excelsior Scholars Project is a collaborative effort between SUNYIT and three local school districts; the urban Utica and Rome school districts, serving cities with diverse populations and high incidence of economic distress, and the rural Holland Patent school district, located ten miles north of Utica. 
All Excelsior sessions have been developed and will be presented by a team of college faculty, master teachers and community partners, professionals from the fields of mathematics, science and engineering. Currently enrolled SUNYIT students will assist instructors, providing role models for the participant children and classroom support for the instructors. Excelsior Project students will be exposed to varied instructional topics in a collegial atmosphere.
The 2008 Excelsior project includes areas such as: applied math topics - shift ciphers and other secret codes; tracking prey and predator population trends; applied science topics – observed, data-based and computer-generated population growth simulations; alternative fuel.

SUNYIT has a Project Adventure-certified ropes course with 12 distinct low ropes elements scattered in the woods of the 800 acre campus. Trained facilitators offer team-building experiences on the course, which will be integrated with the program offerings. Students will also be given access to the SUNYIT pool for recreational use.

An average day at the STEM camp includes physical activities, classroom instruction/demonstrations, lab and/or field investigations, a morning and afternoon snack, and informal discussions/interactions with the professors, as well as that day’s visiting professional.  After the on-campus experience, Excelsior participants will use web-based conferencing software at their home school district to attend two follow-up sessions of the Project.


















































