The Math Science Partnership – Math Focus seeks to increase the academic achievement of students in mathematics in the Buffalo City School District by broadening the content knowledge and teaching skills of mathematics teachers of high school Algebra and Geometry.  Leadership skills of administrators and lead teachers will be further developed.  This will be accomplished through a partnership consisting of the Buffalo City School District and the Buffalo State College (BSC) Mathematics Department, whose shared vision is to bring their respective strengths together in a coordinated effort to provide sustainable changes in secondary mathematics education in our community. This partnership, which will focus on enhancing the teaching and learning of mathematics, will truly be a joint venture. Our partner is fully aware of and committed to our needs – improve achievement for ALL students in a teaching and learning environment that increases student interest in the discipline. Through the workings of this partnership, we will not only support students to meet minimum learning standards, but also help them attain a mastery level of learning as designated on the New York State Secondary Mathematics assessments. We will, as part of our vision to increase Mathematical proficiency for all students, help teachers and administrators better understand the content, the learner, and the learning. Curricula that support teaching the relevant applications of mathematics, experiential learning, and the need for high quality professional development are common concerns of the core partners. The proposed mathematics project will directly focus on the professional development of 95 teachers of secondary mathematics, including 12 curriculum lead teachers, from the Buffalo Schools, plus one (1) teacher from St. Mary’s School for the Deaf, in order to improve learning experiences in mathematics for 5,745 students that will prepare them for college and career readiness. In addition, 10 secondary school administrators from the Buffalo Schools and one (1) administrator from St. Mary’s School for the Deaf will participate.
This math project will provide support for Buffalo teachers and school administrators on multiple levels. This will include:

· increasing teachers’ content knowledge and pedagogical skills that will result in improved mathematics instruction and student achievement

· linking content to practice and reflective thinking on classroom practices 
· targeted analysis of data from state and classroom assessments in order to reflect on professional practice and student progress
· incorporating current technology into daily instructional practice
· expanding leadership skills of teachers
· deepening school administrators’ understanding of high quality math instruction

· offering credit bearing graduate level mathematics courses within the Buffalo schools

