Cohoes City School District Math Science Partnership Project Abstract
The school districts of Cohoes, Amsterdam, Lansingburgh, Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk and Watervliet are partnering in this project with Cohoes serving as the Lead Educational Agency. The higher education partner is the College of Saint Rose, located in Albany New York. Professors from the College of Saint Rose, along with a Science staff developer from Capital Region BOCES, Albany, New York, are providing the professional development component for this project. Z- Score Inc., also Albany based, is the evaluator for this project.
This MSP Grant project utilizes a project-based model which incorporates rigorous science content aligned to stat content science standards through the development of a strong higher education partnership, a cohort of teachers to promote collaborative and cooperative work, a formative assessment design within the context of a project and development of new resources for ongoing support of a project -based environment.
Project goals include:
1. To develop science content mastery for teacher leaders related to targeted project-based units.
2. To develop capacity in districts for teacher leaders in project-based learning strategies.
3. Provide models and implementations for school-business-higher education partnerships
4. Provide staff development to develop leadership capacity of the cohort group of teachers
To accomplish the goal of creating Science Teacher Leaders district partners have selected teachers in grades five through eight to receive intensive professional development in project –based learning. This training includes: the creation of “entry documents” to introduce a current issue aligned with science concepts; creation of essential questions to drive instruction in a project –based environment; and the development of rubrics to assess student learning. In-depth exploration of science content specific to teachers’ projects is being facilitated by professors from the College of Saint Rose. Business/community partners will be solicited to enhance the content or process skill development of students.
In addition to enhancing teachers’ understandings of working within a project-based environment, professional development in year 2 and 3 of the grant will also focus on the development of science teacher leaders following the National Staff Development Center model with the addition of science content and national,state and local science resources.

