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Abstract
Title II-B Math and Science Partnership (MSP)
The Syracuse City School District will concentrate on increasing the achievement of students in science by enhancing the content knowledge and teaching skills of 50 classroom teachers through intensive staff development of 35 hours per year for three years from 2010 to 2013.  Our focus is to partner with SUNY ESF and SUNY Cortland for providing a summer institute and job-embedded staff development to teachers around inquiry based learning activities.

Through a review of NYSED science test administered at 4th grade we have identified that students are performing poorly in the area of living environment.  Our plan will focus on the need to improve living environment science teaching during all three years of the grant.  To facilitate student comprehension of the science concepts we plan on developing district based lab units that will be supported by hands-on learning of science through kits.  We will utilize a core group of MSP teachers to work with the faculty in the implementation of these units of study in the classroom.  The MSP faculty will interact with the higher education partners to provide content instruction, model effective science teaching, and provide holistic group discussions and in-class coaching for our teachers.  Overall the MSP grant will result in providing the SCSD the instructional leadership and resources to effectively teach students in grades 2-4 the living environment concepts as outlined in the NYSED Elementary Core Curriculum.
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