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Standard 4—Science

Context Performance Indicators
Commencement Students can:
Physical . . . observe, describe, and compare the effects
Setting of forces, such as gravity . . . on the motion of
High school students become objects.
involved in problem solving in this
physics lab. By throwing a frisbee .. . explain and predict different patterns of
they are able to make and verify motion of objects.
predictions about momentum, air
friction, gravity and lift as related to
Student distance traveled by the toy.
Work
Sample

Commentary
The Sample:

= Demonstrates an
understanding that
moving objects behave
according to certain
general principles.

= Describes the effect of
gravity, wind, and air
friction on the path of an
object, in this case, a
frisbee.

< Predicts the effect of lack
of gravity, wind, and air
friction.
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Standard 4—Science

Elementary

The Living
Environment

Student
Work
Sample

94

Context

Fifth-grade students studied the charac-
teristics of spiders and insects, noting
their similarities and differences. They
constructed imaginary spiders and used a
variety of methods to simulate spiders in
an effort to better understand what spi-
ders’ lives are like. The students learned
how to spin their own webs and taught
the second graders to do the same. By
making a classroom sized web of clothes-
line and string, the students discovered
that they needed to plan their construc-
tion and work together with their class-
mates. Ultimately, the students construct-
ed models of insect prey and “ate” like a
spider.

Performance Indicators
Students can:

.. . describe basic life functions of common
living specimens.

.. . describe some of the survival behaviors of
common living specimens.

Commentary
The Sample:

= Demonstrates an understanding of the
characteristics unique to spiders.

= Shows a graphic representation of the
spider.

= Shows respect and appreciation for the
organism.
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