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Suggestions* for Reviewing and Providing Input to the 
2nd Public Draft of the Next Generation Science Standards 

 
Reviewing the NGSS can be an overwhelming task. The window for review is limited and the 
time required for a cover to cover review is extensive. This document provides suggestions to 
encourage quality input to the standards. Individuals may review only a portion of the NGSS 
but collectively many individuals across New York State will have contributed to the review of 
the entire set of performance expectations and accompanying guidance documents.  
 
When reviewing the 2nd draft, please: 

 remember that standards are an articulation of desired student outcomes; standards 
are not an articulation of curriculum or instructional methodology; and  

 comment on both the specific performance expectations and the broad design features 
or assumptions. 

 
The following three key steps may lead to effectively providing valuable input to Achieve: 
 

I.  Choose a focus. 
The collection of performance expectations and accompanying guidance documents is fairly 
lengthy. It may be too much for one individual to review in its entirety in the time available. 
Choosing a focus may lessen the burden. Reviewing the survey questions (see III. below) 
and the broad design features or assumptions included in the accompanying documents is a 
practical first step. Then, do one of the following: 
 
1. Review the K-12 progression of standards through a particular disciplinary core 

idea. 
For instance, review all the standards associated with the core idea “Physical Science 1: 
Matter and Its Interactions” through all grades. This would include any standard aligned to 
PS1.A: Structure and Properties of Matter; PS1.B: Chemical Reactions; and PS1.C: 
Nuclear Processes in all grade levels. Similarly, the progression of the core idea “Life 
Science 2: Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics” could be reviewed. This 
would include all the standards in that topic through the grade spans.  

 
2. Review the full set of standards (all disciplines) at a particular grade or grade span. 

For example, review all of the 5th grade performance expectations. It may prove beneficial 
to review similar core ideas in grades 3 and 4 to understand and consider the progression 
of learning that leads to the grade 5 performance expectations. If possible, continue that 
review into the middle level to see where the grade 5 performance expectations are 
headed. 
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3. Review a particular discipline (LS, ESS, PS) at a grade span or across grades. 

For instance, a middle-level teacher might begin by looking at the 6-8 Life Science topics. 
Please review similar topics for grades 3-5 to understand and consider the progression of 
learning that leads to the middle-level performance expectations and continue in the same 
topic at the high school level to see how the expectations deepen the understanding of 
the discipline.  

 

II. Collaborate and discuss with others (if possible). 
Everyone benefits from discussing their thoughts and reactions with others. Reviewing the 
NGSS individually is a great first step. This review may be strengthened by following up with 
a discussion among colleagues. Please discuss both the performance expectations and the 
broad design features or assumptions. 
 
The National Science Teachers Association provides one example of how group discussion 
of the draft NGSS might be facilitated through a suggested protocol for study groups: 
www.nsta.org/about/standardsupdate/resources/HowToConductAStudyGroupOnNGSS.pdf 
 
The NGSS survey allows for individual responses or consensus responses from 
organizations. Please mark the pertinent survey item accordingly.  
 

III. Provide input via the NGSS survey. 
The survey may be accessed at www.nextgenscience.org. Detailed instructions for 
accessing, completing, and submitting the survey will be available at this Web site. Please 
complete the pertinent sections of the survey. Also, as appropriate, complete the sections 
that ask for input on the overall NGSS architecture or broader design features. Each section 
will have open comment boxes. Please use these comment boxes to submit ideas not 
solicited by the specific survey questions.  
 
Please complete the background information requested by the survey in its entirety 
including whether or not the submission represents a response from an individual, a 
group, or an organization. All responses that are submitted from New York reviewers will be 
compiled by Achieve and shared with the New York State Education Department. This 
feedback may inform future steps regarding the NGSS here in New York State. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* 

Modified from a Massachusetts DOE document. 


