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The New York State Education Department (NYSED), in partnership with the National Science 
Resources Center (NSRC), is implementing a science education systemic change initiative that 
will build leadership within New York State school districts. This initiative will provide research-

based products and services to assist New York State school districts in initiating, implementing, and 
sustaining effective inquiry-centered pre-kindergarten through grade twelve science programs for all 
students. 

What Is the Curriculum Showcase?
The New York ECLIPSE Science Curriculum Showcase is the second in a series of four coordinated events 
for New York ECLIPSE leadership teams. 

This event is a one-day conference of interactive workshops and discussions on PreK–12 science instruc-
tional materials. The curricula showcased have been subjected to a thorough research and development 
process, and the instructional practices and assessment methods are consistent with the goals of research-
based science programming. Master teachers who have used these materials in their own classrooms will 
lead the workshops.

The showcase will address these questions:

Focus Question Workshop Opportunity

What does exemplary inquiry-centered 
science curriculum look like?

Leadership teams will participate in inquiry-centered workshops 
that demonstrate research-based instructional materials. 

How are science curricula evaluated? Leadership teams will be introduced to a curriculum evaluation 
process that can be used in reviewing curriculum and instructional 
materials.

What does the district’s science 
education system look like today?

How should it look in the future?

Discussions related to the status of science education within the 
leadership team’s district and the vision for the future will continue.

When?
March 21, 2007
Breakfast: 7–7:45 a.m.
Program: 7:45 a.m.–4 p.m.

Where?
Crowne Plaza Albany
State and Lodge Streets
Albany, New York

New York ECLIPSE 
Science Curriculum Showcase



Agenda
7:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast

7:45 Welcome Back—Anne Schiano, Assistant Director, Curriculum, Instruction and Instructional  
  Technology, NYSED

8:00 Opening Remarks—The Honorable James C. Dawson, New York State Board of Regents

8:10 Day at a Glance—Will Jaacks, Associate in Science Education, NYSED

8:20 Research to Support Curriculum Selection—Carol O’Donnell, Senior Research Associate/ 
  Project Director, George Washington University

9:15 NYSED “Toolkit” for Curriculum Evaluation—Ann Crotty and Will Jaacks, Associates in Science 
  Education, NYSED

9:45 Break

10:00 Curriculum Breakout—Session 1

11:20 Curriculum Breakout—Session 2

12:30 Lunch

1:20 Curriculum Breakout—Session 3 

2:30 Break

2:45 Leadership Team Discussion Time 

3:45 Closing Remarks—Ann Crotty and Will Jaacks, Associates in Science Education, NYSED

4:00 Adjourn

NEW YORK ECL I PSE 
The New York ECLIPSE Science Curriculum Showcase is the second in a series of four coordinated events for leadership 
teams. These events are guiding the leadership teams through a research-based approach to learning and teaching science.

October 25–26, 2006 New York ECLIPSE Leadership Conference: Building Awareness with Key Leaders and Stakeholders
The leadership teams were introduced to a new vision for science learning and teaching, and to the  
necessary systemic and systematic approaches to support this vision.

March 21, 2007 New York ECLIPSE Science Curriculum Showcase
Leadership teams will learn about exemplary, research-based science curricula.

June 25–29, 2007 New York ECLIPSE Strategic Planning Institute
Leadership teams will develop a tailored strategic plan for initiating, implementing, and sustaining  
effective PreK–12 science education for the leadership team’s district.

October 24–25, 2007 New York ECLIPSE Leadership Conference: Building Capacity with Key Leaders and Stakeholders
Leadership teams will revisit the strategic plan and learn more about how to sustain a renewed PreK–12 
science education system.



The New York State Education Department provides leadership for a system 
that yields the best-educated people in the world by raising the knowledge, skill, and oppor-
tunity of all the people in New York. The New York State Science Initiative, http://www.

emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/mst/sciinit.doc, seeks to create a statewide learning community to support 
student achievement of the learning standards in science, leading to a scientifically literate popula-
tion. The vision of the State’s Science Initiative is to ensure learning in science for all PreK–12 students 
by providing equitable access to exemplary teachers, inquiry-centered curriculum and instruction, 
standards-based assessments, and a wealth of resources and community support.

New York State Education Department—http://www.nysed.gov
Office of Elementary, Middle, Secondary and Continuing Education—http://www.emsc.nysed.gov
Office of Curriculum and Instructional Support—http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/cis/ 
Curriculum, Instruction and Instructional Technology—http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/
Science Curriculum Homepage—http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/mst/sci.html
New York ECLIPSE Homepage—http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/mst/NYEclipse/EclipseHome.html
New York State Education Department Virtual Learning System—http://www.nysvls.org 

Anne Schiano
aschiano@mail.nysed.gov
Assistant Director
Curriculum, Instruction and  

Instructional Technology

Ann Crotty
acrotty@mail.nysed.gov
Associate in Science Education
Curriculum, Instruction and  

Instructional Technology

Anthony “Will” Jaacks
ajaacks@mail.nysed.gov
Associate in Science Education
Curriculum, Instruction and  

Instructional Technology

Michael Charlebois
mcharleb@mail.nysed.gov
Intern
Curriculum, Instruction and  

Instructional Technology

The National Science Resources Center 
was established in 1985 by the Smithsonian Institution 
and the National Academies to improve the learning 

and teaching of science for all children in the United States and 
throughout the world. The prestige and credibility of these two 
world-renowned institutions provide the NSRC with access to 
research, scientific expertise, and resources to inform our work, as 
well as an opportunity to engage and catalyze educators, business 
people, and scientists in all aspects of science education reform.

The State Education Department does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, religion, creed, disability, marital status, veteran status, national origin, race, 
gender, genetic predisposition or carrier status, or sexual orientation in its educational programs, services and activities. Portions of any publication designed 
for distribution can be made available in a variety of formats, including braille, large print or audiotape, upon request. Inquiries regarding this policy of 
nondiscrimination should be directed to the Department’s Office for Diversity, Ethics, and Access, Room 530, Education Building, Albany, NY 12234. Requests  
for publications should be made to the Department’s Publications Sales Desk, Room 309, Education Building, Albany, NY 12234.
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