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RUBRICS FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION REFORM (ELEMENTARY)

Legal Name of School District:

For each rubric below, select the stage that best describes your school district's elemantary school science program.

No NSF-supported science education curriculum materials being used to provide a hands on, inquiry-centered approach to teaching and learning

Some (any) NSF-supported hands-on, inquiry-centered science curriculum materials based on individual school (or) teacher decision

District piloting NSF-supported hands-on, inquiry-centered science curriculum units/program(s) in part of system

District-wide plan exists to introduce NSF-supported hands-on, inquiry-centered science curriculum into entire system and/or early stage of
implementation

Considerable progress in implementing NSF-supported hands-on, inquiry-centered science curriculum in entire system

System-wide implementation of NSF-supported hands-on, inquiry-centered science program

Levels of Curriculum Reform

No plan or evidence of professional development for supporting the implementation of a hands-on, inquiry-centered science program.

Professional development program limited to introduction of hands-on, inquiry-centered science curriculum materials to some teachers

A plan for professional development for all teacher and/or beginning of development of teacher leaders exist. Evidence of other activities
(workshops, museums, and/or college connections)

Implementation of first-level workshops for most or all teachers in district. A plan for advanced professional development for all teachers.
Evidence of systematic connection between district activities andopportunities at other institutions (museums, colleges, etc.). Ongoing classroom
support for up to one-half of teachers in district
Implementation of first-level workshops for most or all teachers in district. A plan for advanced professional development for all teachers.
Evidence of systematic connection between district activities andopportunities at other institutions (museums, colleges, etc.). Ongoing classroom
support for up to one-half of teachers in district
Funded, coherent, continuous system for professional development articulated with developmental needs of all teachers, curriculum
implementations, assessment, and other professonial activities.
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Levels of Professional Development
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Levels of Student Assessment

Level 0

Studying issue, planning, changes driven by outside forces (new state mandates)

Some use of alternative assessment strategies in individual schools, or by teachers using hands-on, inquiry-centered curriculum materials. Policy
of acquiring curriculum materials that incorporate active assessment strategies

Systematic professional development on assessment and/or teachers developing active assessments

Initiating system-wide implementation of active assessment tied to grading practices and substituting for traditional, test-based grading

Complete implementation of district-wide active science assessment and/or new science assessment is part of larger district-wide assessment plan

No change, no plan for change
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Levels of Development of Effective Materials Support System

No plans for a materials support system

Recognized need for a materials support system for science, determined by school-based or individual teacher responsibility, or began planning
for center launched, but plans aborted

Temporary system with ordering and refurbishing of materials and supplies for pilot classrooms or schools, or planning stage for district-wide
system

Beginning to implement system-wide materials support system, but current system only partial; insufficient staffing, funding, etc.

Established district-wide materials support system

Intergrated district-wide math/science materials and in-service center, a functioning “teacher center"
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Levels of Administrative and Community Support

District develops comprehensive plan with partners to secure community support and financial assistance for systemic reform

Partial plan for district/corporate/university partnerships created; first steps initiated

Through a formal structure, district seeks to coordinate existing disparate efforts or to involve new institutions as partners to support hands-on,
inquiry-centered science programs

Some stakeholders (scientists, engineers, parents, etc.) have been identified and individual relationships initiated between them and teachers or
principals in some schools. Their purpose may vary, or their involvement may be short-term or event-specific

No stakeholders from the community, including scientists or engineers, are working with the district for the sole purpose of supporting the
science program

Funded, coherent, continuous program being maintained and periodically evaluated

Level 0

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5


Pre-Institute Rubric   ~   Pre-Institute Rubric
RUBRICS FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION REFORM (ELEMENTARY)
Legal Name of School District:
For each rubric below, select the stage that best describes your school district's elemantary school science program.
Levels of Curriculum Reform
Level 0
Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Levels of Professional Development
Level 0
Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Levels of Student Assessment
Level 0
Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Levels of Development of Effective Materials Support System
Level 0
Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Levels of Administrative and Community Support
Level 0
Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Pre-Institute Rubric, Elementary
	SchoolDistrict: 
	: 
	Button1: 
	PrintButton1: 



