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     Character education is a movement which creates schools that nurture ethical, responsible and caring young people by modeling and teaching good character through an emphasis on universal values we all share.  Each of the schools in the Copiague School District propose a program unique to each individual building which will be a proactive effort by administrators, teachers, staff and students to instill in their students important core ethical values such as caring, citizenship, trustworthiness, fairness, responsibility and respect.

     This proposal encompasses all of the district's five schools and addresses character education from a perspective individual to each building.  The ethnic diversity (39% Hispanic, 33% African American and 28% Caucasian) and high poverty rate (42% based on free and reduced lunch applications) demonstrates the high need aspect of our student body.

     The goal of the programs outlined in this proposal is to provide a long term solution that addresses moral, ethical and academic issues that are a growing concern for our schools and the safety of our students.

     The success of our programs will be evaluated through both qualitative and quantitative measures such as:  examining discipline statistics, graduation rates, comments from participants and seeking evidence of a shift in the culture of each building.

     An overview of each building's proposed program including grade level and number of students included is as follows:

School

Program Type &Focus

Targeted Grades

Number of Students

Great Neck Road
Recess Program focused on:  Traits of Character Ed., Bully Awareness, Conflict Resolution
Grades 2-5

320

Susan E. Wiley
After School Program focused on:
Enhancement of Self-esteem, improvement of social, emotional and academic wellbeing

Grades 3-5
30
Deauville Garden
In school program focused on: Social skills, mentoring, home-school connection, High School/Elementary School student partnership
Grades K-5
880
Copiague Middle School
In school focus on:
advisor/advisee relationship

and service learning project

Grade 6
90
Walter G. O'Connell Copiague High School

In school programs focused on:

self esteem, improvement and self motivation

Grades 9-12

500
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