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CSD#1, CSD#7, and LEAP, Inc. (Learning through an Expanded Arts Program), have formed a collaborative that will use Project SAVE funding to impact behavior and achievement within their

middle schools, incorporating the Character Counts model.  The project will serve Grades 7&8

students at PS/MS 188 (CSD#1) and IS 162 (CSD#7).  It will develop and assess materials 

(Years 1 & 2) and replicate and disseminate the program in Year 3, extending it to middle schools 

citywide.  

The centerpiece of the instructional activities will be the design, development and implementation of

a Grades 7&8 Social Studies curricula entitled:  Building Character… Building the History of a Nation.  Emphasis will be on building curricula linkages with English Language Arts, Science, Technology, and the Arts.  

In the context of 10 standards-based units of study of U.S. History, students will go beyond learning the what, when, why, how and who of history, to:  (1) explore the values of the culture and the character traits of people/groups who influenced our nation’s history in the context of pivotal historical events; (2) examine parallels and relevance to their own lives; (3) engage in learning experiences designed to increase understanding of their own character traits; and (4) generate and participate in related community service and/or civic engagement projects, in ever-widening spheres (from classroom, school and neighborhood, to city, state, and even national/international). 

LEAP’s wide variety of hands-on, project-based learning activities – from writing and performing plays to archaeological digs – are designed to engage all students in response to their identified learning styles and interests.  
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