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The Pittsford Central School District, in keeping with its mission and vision statements, believes that “all students should become responsible, productive citizens” and that our “school climate should foster responsibility, respect, trust and pride”. The district proposes to integrate citizenship, civility, and character education into all (K-12) standards-based curricula through its new Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Initiative. The SEL Initiative is based on the Character Education Partnership’s Eleven Principles and supports the Pittsford school district’s five core principles of respect, responsibility, justice, caring, and integrity.  These core principles underscore the development of productive and civic-minded students and citizens. The three year SEL Initiative intends to provide a coordinated and comprehensive character education program that will impact the entire student body, faculty and staff.  The Initiative will be sustained through current district structures and continuous qualitative and quantitative evaluation.

The Goals of the SEL Initiative are to:

· Integrate the five core principles into all (K-12) standards-based curricula 

· Strengthen and build engaging and caring district/school climates

· Foster opportunities for moral action through community and service learning

· Provide targeted, systematic and imbedded professional development 

· Develop methods for continuous evaluation 

The Evaluation criteria will include:

· Pre-Assessment and Post-Assessment Surveys

· Student Reflections

· Teacher, Staff, and Community Feedback

The District’s Health and Wellness Council ( SEL Initiative oversight committee) has developed a structured framework to implement and sustain the district goals and evaluation criteria. The framework and principles have been endorsed by the District’s Instructional Leadership Council and the Pittsford Board of Education.

Pittsford schools will collaborate with consultants, local colleges, community associations, and parent groups to design, develop and implement meaningful standards-based instruction and programs on civility, civic responsibility and the five core principles of character education for the 6000 Pittsford students.  The District will build on the SEL framework, existing standards-based curricula, current classroom practices and professional learning.  The Pittsford district will share SEL strategies in order to assist other districts in replicating the Pittsford Initiative. On-going assessment and evaluation methods will provide feedback toward the progress and effectiveness of the SEL and determine immediate and future needs.
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