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The 28 learning standards, which were adopted by the Board of Regents, reflect
the State’s expectations of what students should know and be able to do at the
elementary, intermediate, and commencement levels. The primary focus of this
part of the Guide is to provide some examples of evidence that students at the
early elementary level are beginning to achieve the learning standards. These
examples, however, represent only a few of the behaviors students may
demonstrate.
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Examples of Evidence of Achievement of the Learning StandardsExamples of Evidence of Achievement of the Learning Standards

English Language Arts

Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Listen to a peer give his/her idea about what should happen in the
dramatic play area and respond with understanding.

• Summarize information after listening to a nonfiction book.
• Read words in interest areas around the classroom.
• Follow a sequence of events in a flannel board story.
• Use charts or webs to organize information.
• Read the classroom job chart to determine what his/her job is for the day.
• Select informational books from the classroom or school library.
• Find the beginning and end of a story.
• Successfully identify unfamiliar words in developmentally appropriate

reading materials.
• Deliver a message from a classmate to a teacher with accuracy.
• Role play and reenact daily experiences.
• Draw a picture about a story that was read in class and label the objects

in the picture.
• Ask relevant questions after listening to a classmate describe his/her drawing.
• Follow required steps in combining ingredients (e.g., making play dough).
• Draw a sequence of pictures based on a story and identify the sequences.

Standard 2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Predict what will happen in a story by looking at the illustrations.
• Talk about a particular book and link its content to their own life experiences.
• Express opinions about the intent of a character in a story.
• Retell a story to another classmate.
• Select books of interest to read or to be read aloud.
• Dramatize a familiar song.
• Retell a story in sequence.
• Create individual picture books or fables.
• Develop a class story from a shared experience.
• Dictate a story to an adult about a personal drawing.
• Present a choral reading of a favorite poem.
• Make up a story about a character and draw a picture to illustrate the story.
• Use creative dramatics and puppetry to interpret personal experiences.
• Respond to stories through drawings, paintings, or words in literary journals.
• Hear and play with figurative language, nonsense words, jokes and riddles.
• Organize ideas and tell a story according to some pattern indicated by an adult.
• Predict what will happen next in a story.
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Standard 3: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Select a book or poem based on criteria introduced by the teacher.
• Discuss the meaning of actions or events in a story.
• Identify facts and give an opinion about a story book orally or in writing.
• Discuss examples of false information heard on TV or read from a story book.
• Listen to a classmate recite a finger play and make suggestions to improve the presentation.
• Ask questions relevant to an event reported by another classmate.
• Tell what they liked best about a book they heard or read.
• Use drawings, paintings, and writings to express their view of an event.
• Compare, contrast, or analyze two or more books on a common topic or by the same 

author.

Standard 4: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Participate in group discussions.
• Greet visitors to their school or classroom and respond to their questions.
• Bring messages to the principal’s office or to another teacher.
• Write thank you notes and invitations to friends or family members.
• Interview a community helper, author or other visitor.
• Engage in imaginative play with a classmate.
• Engage in conversation with classmates about shared experiences in the classroom.

8



Mathematics, Science, and Technology

Standard 1: Students will use mathematical analysis, scientific inquiry, and engineering
design, as appropriate, to pose questions, seek answers, and develop solutions.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Count the number of classmates whose birthdays occur in each month
of the year; identify the month having the greatest, the least, as well
as those months which have equal numbers of birthdays.

• Estimate the size and number of building blocks that will be
needed to construct a wall that will equal the height of a piece of
classroom furniture.

• Identify patterns for objects in the classroom and identify other
objects in the school or community that have similar patterns.

• Predict what will happen when red food coloring is added to play dough.
• Observe how different insects move, and describe patterns of insect

movement; compare and contrast these movements with other living things.
• Work in small groups to plan a long-term project in an outdoor setting (e.g., garden, nature

trail) to observe and describe changes in animals, people, plants, and weather from
season to season.

• Design and make a device (e.g., weather vane) that indicates wind direction.
• Design and make an animal pull toy with moving parts which imitate the movement of a

particular animal.
• Complete an electrical circuit given a lamp, clamps, wires, and a 1.5 volt dry cell.

Standard 2: Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate
technologies.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Use a computer or library resources to find information on a topic of interest to an individ-
ual student or a small group of students.

• Interview various individuals to determine how they use the telephone, radio, and other
common media to obtain information for a variety of purposes.

• Compare and contrast the readability and ease of correction of a written versus a comput-
er-generated report.

• Use a calculator to keep track of changes in a quantity when an amount is added or taken
away.

• Use a computer and interactive software to create or recreate a familiar story.
• Assess the Internet to communicate with students in other schools to plan and implement

a collaborative project.
?
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Standard 3: Students will understand mathematics and become mathematically confident by
communicating and reasoning mathematically, by applying mathematics in real-
world settings, and by solving problems through the integrated study of number
systems, geometry, algebra, data analysis, probability, and trigonometry.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Recognize that 10 is the same quantity, whether it refers to 10 shapes or 10 apples.
• Identify and describe different shapes made on a geoboard.
• Use measuring tools to solve problems or complete projects.
• Predict the number of colored objects e.g., beads, buttons,blocks) in a container and count

the actual number to check the prediction.
• Sort and classify buttons by similarities and differences; describe their size, shape, color

and texture.
• Take the total quantity of an item and divide the pieces into groups so that each child in a

small group receives an equal number.

Standard 4: Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and theories
pertaining to the physical setting and living environment and recognize the
historical development of ideas in science.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Record  the speed and direction of movement of a shadow across the classroom floor or
playground surface and relate the shadow’s movements to positions of the sun in the sky.

• Use tubes, funnels, and other utensils to direct the flow of water in a sand table and
describe the resulting change in patterns in the sand.

• Use the playground seesaw to observe and investigate whether any pair of students in a
group will balance the seesaw.

• Modify simple machines to note differences in performance (e.g., increase the angle of an
inclined plane).

• Predict, observe, and describe what happens to butter when it is stored in a refrigerator,
left out at room temperature, and when it is heated.

• Draw and/or describe verbally or in writing the appearance of surfaces when seen with and
without the aid of a magnifying glass.

• Describe and explain differences in the size and appearance of plants grown in varying
conditions (e.g., darkness/light, with and without water) and develop a plan for keeping a
plant healthy.

• Interact with a classroom pet, observe its behavior, and develop a plan to care for it.
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Standard 5: Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use,
and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Design and implement a class project which involves the use of appropriate
tools and materials (e.g., a hammer and nails to fasten pieces of soft wood
together to construct a bird feeder).

• Design a model of a piece of playground equipment that improves one feature
of the equipment; test the model and explain the benefits of
the change(s) made.

• Use various ingredients to make a yogurt recipe and try vary-
ing the proportions to evaluate the effect of each ingredient.

• Work in small groups to select a product and develop ways to
improve the safety, appearance, and durability of the product.

• Explore and use materials (e.g., wood, adhesive, mechanical
fasteners) to make a marionette with moveable arms, legs,
and head.

• Use a map to determine alternate routes people may take to arrive at the same destination
from several starting points.

Standard 6: Students will understand the relationships and common themes that connect
mathematics, science, and technology and apply the themes to these and other
areas of learning.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Work in small groups to design and build the tallest tower possible using tongue depres-
sors and glue.

• Describe the criteria and constraints used to select a quality toy or game to purchase for a
child the same age or younger.

• Observe a variety of objects that sink or float when placed in water; generate a list of ques-
tions and look for a variety of explanations for what happens.

• Record stories, songs, and conversations using audio, video, or still pictures, and share
the project with classmates and/or other audiences to evaluate its strengths and limitations.

Standard 7: Students will apply the knowledge and thinking skills of mathematics, science,
and technology to address real-life problems and make informed decisions.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Design an insulated container to keep ice cream frozen for two hours.
• Develop a plan to reduce water or energy consumption at home or school.
• Select a brand of paper towels based on tests of

absorption, strength, and cost per sheet.
• Use a balance scale and a variety of objects to test a

group observation that the smaller something is, the
less it weighs

• Demonstrate the effect on the stability of two structures
built with the same material to the same height on 
different types of foundations. 11
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Social Studies

Standard 1: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understand-
ing of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history
of the United States and New York.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Select books about different cultures to read or be read aloud.
• Draw various story characters and describe the similarities and differences between

these characters and themselves.
• Prepare skits or plays to celebrate national holidays and cultural events.
• Create their own picture books (All About Me) and describe each picture to classmates.
• Ask questions or offer opinions about a story in which the character’s experience is

different than their own.
• Make a pictorial or personal timeline about a parent’s or grandparent’s life.
• Retell stories about a family member or a famous American.

Standard 2: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understand-
ing of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world his-
tory and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Role play the experiences of a family member from a past generation.
• Sing songs and listen to stories about people from a variety of places.
• Discuss the types of food eaten and enjoyed in each others’ homes.
• Read stories about children from the past who lived in different countries.
• Share photographs and artifacts from past generations.
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Standard 3: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understand-
ing of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live—local, nation-
al, and global—including the distribution of people, places, and environments
over the Earth’s surface.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Draw the route taken from home to school.
• Paint a picture about something they

observed on a field trip.
• Draw a map of the classroom showing the

windows, tables, and interest areas.
• Make model mountains and volcanoes with clay.
• Draw pictures about inventions and discuss how 

the invention changed people’s lives.
• Look at a map of the United States and identify and describe where they live and where

other people live.
• Participate in a group discussion about the effects of climate on the way people live.
• Discuss ways that people get from place to place and ways they transport food.
• Read stories that portray the lives of people in different climates.

. • Place pictures or common household objects in the appropriate rooms of a model home
and explain why they belong there.

• Participate in a group discussion about roads, bridges, tunnels and other structures that
classmates see on the way to school.

Standard 4: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understand-
ing of how the United States and other societies develop economic systems and
associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major decision-making
units function in the United States and in other national economies, and how an
economy solves the scarcity problem through market and nonmarket
mechanisms.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Describe how a character in a story earns his/her living.
• Make a mural of people who work in a supermarket.
• Participate in a group discussion about how much money is needed to care for a class-

room pet.
• Describe family roles and responsibilities.
• Participate in a group discussion about what adults do when they go to work.
• Retell a story about services provided by people who do 

useful work to help others.
• Participate in a group discussion about their experiences in a service station or other

place of business in the community.
• Read or select books to be read about events and persons from the past.
• Role play parents in a department store buying things for their children.
• Develop a plan that emphasizes the importance of recycling and wise use of resources.
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Standard 5: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understand-
ing of the necessity for establishing governments; the governmental system of
the United States and other nations; the United States Constitution; the basic
civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and
responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Decide what rules are needed to prevent injuries during a block building activity.
• Discuss what can happen to a classmate if he/she breaks an important class rule.
• Present opinions and arguments to support a position on a class ruling during meeting

time.
• Respect the rights of other classmates.
• Suggest positive ways to resolve differences during circle time.
• Participate in a group discussion to establish classroom rules and appropriate behavior.
• Discuss and react to incidents of fairness and unfairness portrayed in stories.
• Choose leaders for various activities.
• Participate in the decision making process in classroom discussion, (e.g., consensus or

voting).
• Cooperate and share in large and small group activities.
• Use role play as a strategy to resolve conflicts.
• Role play community helpers (e.g., firefighter, health provider, policeofficer, mail carrier).
• Participate in a class election.
• Plan and participate in a community/school project to benefit services to elderly.
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The Arts

Standard 1: Students will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and
performance in the arts (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts) and participate in
various roles in the arts.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Create a movement that responds to the beat of a record.
• Clap hands in a rhythmic pattern in time to a beat.
• Plan and act out sample plays based on familiar stories.
• Chant rhythms and sing songs while participating in rhythmic games and songs.
• Sing a favorite song independently or with a group.
• Play rhythm sticks, drums, or tambourines in time to music.
• Sing and move to a favorite action song.
• Make drawings and paintings to tell an experience.
• Draw pictures and label what they drew.
• Learn to name shapes, textures, and colors.

Standard 2: Students will be knowledgeable about and make use of the materials and
resources available for participation in the arts in various roles.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Talk about their visit to the school library to learn about dances in other countries.
• Incorporate aspects of tap dancing into dramatic play.
• Make simple instruments (e.g., bells, tambourines).
• Use a variety of creative arts media to create projects,

express ideas, and illustrate stories.
• Dramatize a scene from a story, using appropriate

props, for classmates.
• Experiment with various instruments and discover the

different sounds each instrument makes when it is played in different ways.
• Listen to and/or observe a live performance and describe what was enjoyed.
• Put on a favorite record, independently, and listen to a song using earphones.
• Use musical instruments or selected taped music to create a mood to go along with a

creative dance.
• Use art tools and materials (e.g., paints, markers, scissors) with confidence.
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Standard 3: Students will respond critically to a variety of works in the arts, connecting the
individual work to other works and to other aspects of human endeavor and
thought.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Look at videos of different dances and describe differences.
• Select or create an appropriate song to use for a class celebration.
• Listen during classroom presentations and respond appropriately.
• Express feelings and ideas about a school play.
• Explain the ways in which a play or video is different from a live performance on a stage.
• Describe what they see in a classmate’s artwork and tell what they think the work is about.
• Discuss similarities and differences among illustrations in children’s literature.

Standard 4: Students will develop an understanding of the personal and cultural forces that
shape artistic communication and how the arts in turn shape the diverse cultures
of the past and present society.

This is evident, for example, when students:

• Plan alternate interpretations of a piece of music, a poem, or a story.
• Discuss their reactions to a live performance of the music of a particular culture. 
• Enjoy a guest artist who shares his or her experiences as a musician.
• Participate in a group discussion about a school play scene and express their interpretations.
• Put on a record, tape, or CD and dance a contemporary 

dance.
• Participate in a survey to identify the types of music each

classmate likes.
• Cut out and label pictures of musicians from magazines.
• Go to the school library and look for certain types of music

(e.g., jazz, rap, folk).
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Health Education, Physical Education & Home Economics

Standard 1: Students will acquire the necessary knowledge and skills to establish and maintain
physical fitness, participate in physical activity, and maintain personal health.

This is evident for example, when students:

• Remind a friend to wash his/her hands after using the bathroom.
• Participate in a group discussion about why people need food.
• Identify and cut out magazine pictures of healthy foods to

represent a balanced diet based on the food pyramid.
• Play toss and catch with a partner.
• Jump rope and turn at the same time.
• Button and zip their coats.
• Tie their own sneakers.
• Strike a ball repeatedly with a paddle.
• Gallop, skip, and hop in time to music.
• Demonstrate understanding of nutrition by preparing a healthy snack.

Standard 2: Students will acquire the knowledge and ability necessary to create and maintain
a safe and healthy environment.

This is evident for example, when students:

• Participate in a group discussion about things that are safe and unsafe to play with in the
classroom.

• Cut out magazine pictures or draw pictures of various items found in and around the home
that are safe and unsafe.

• Draw and/or write about safety signs that are used in the block area.
• Role play a mother caring for her babies.
• Use scissors and other tools properly.
• Interact positively with students in class regardless of personal differences.
• Use equipment and space safely and properly.

Standard 3: Students will understand and be able to manage
their personal and community resources.

This is evident for example, when students:

• Set up a play store during dramatic play.
• Paint a picture of a place in their community where they

participate in physical activities.
• Design a structure with unit blocks and discuss the purpose of their building with the class.
• Talk about activities provided in their community.
• Listen to a story about sports; identify sports they play or sports which are played by family

members.
• Discuss the weather with classmates and choose appropriate clothes to put on dolls and

puppets during dramatic play.
• Draw a picture of individuals who can help them make decisions.
• Maintain personal possessions in a neat and orderly manner.
• Discuss appropriate equipment and materials needed for various games. 17
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Career Development and Occupational Studies

Standard 1: Students will be knowledgeable about the world of work, explore career options,
and relate personal skills, aptitudes, and abilities to future career decisions.

This is evident for example, when students:

• Describe different occupations in the community and discuss why people work.
• Ask relevant questions after listening to individuals from various occupations describe their

job responsibilities.

Standard 2: Students will demonstrate how academic knowledge and skills are applied in the
workplace and other settings.

This is evident for example, when students:

• Apply mathematical skills to purchase items from a grocery store (e.g., compare prices,
total purchases, and count change).

• Explain why time is important to community workers, such as a bus driver and firefighter.
• Integrate math and science concepts to plan and design a living environment for a class-

room pet.
• Use scissors and other tools properly.
• Interact positively with students in class regardless of personal differences.
• Use equipment and space safely and properly.

Standard 3a: Students will demonstrate mastery of the foundation skills and competencies
essential for success in the workplace.

This is evident for example, when students:

• Listen to and repeat simple directions.
• Develop a plan to raise money for a school field trip.
• Express opinions about appropriate and inappropriate behavior of characters in a story.
• Work cooperatively with peers to complete a project (e.g., draw a picture of a house, plant

flowers, plan a menu).
• Use a computer to design/create a flyer for a school-sponsored event.
• Use a telephone book to access important telephone numbers such as the police, the fire

department, or a parent’s place of employment.
• Work collaboratively with classmates to determine the supplies needed for a field trip.
• Visit a bank and explain the various departments and/or jobs that people perform in a

bank.
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Languages Other Than English

Standard 1: Students will be able to use a language other than English for communication.

This is evident for example, when students:

• Exchange simple greetings and answer age appropriate questions about themselves and
their family.

• Share personal feelings with peers.
• Give and follow simple instructions.
• Give and receive simple information on age appropriate topics.
• Identify, in the target language, people and objects in their environment.
• Write short messages or draw/paint pictures about a familiar topic.
• Comprehend the main theme of stories in children’s literature.
• Comprehend the main theme of developmentally appropriate oral narratives such as famil-

iar fairy tales.
• Understand concepts from other subject areas in the target language, such as weather,

colors, plants and animals, insects, and geographical concepts.

Standard 2: Students will develop cross-cultural skills and understandings.

This is evident for example, when students:

• Recognize the cultural patterns and traditions of the target culture, and compare and con-
trast them to traditions of our culture.

• Use culturally appropriate body language and gestures to supplement the spoken word.
• Play sports and games from the target culture.
• Listen to music, sing songs, or play musical instruments from the target culture.
• Participate in age appropriate cultural activities such as celebrations, story-telling, and

dramatizations.
• Identify products of the target culture such as foods, dress, toys, arts and crafts, and types

of dwellings.
• Identify the daily social activities of students of the same age in the target culture.
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