
Early Elementary

Resource Guide

to

Integrated Learning



THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
Regents of The University

Carl T. Hayden, Chancellor, A.B., J.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elmira
Louise P. Matteoni, Vice Chancellor, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bayside
Jorge L. Batista, B.A., J.D. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bronx
J. Edward Meyer, B.A., LL.B.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chappaqua
R. Carlos Carballada, Chancellor Emeritus, B.S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rochester
Norma Gluck, B.A., M.S.W. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New York
Adelaide L. Sanford, B.A., M.A., P.D.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hollis
Walter Cooper, B.A., Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rochester
Diane O’Neill McGivern, B.S.N., M.A., Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Staten Island
Saul B. Cohen, B.A., M.A., Ph. D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New Rochelle
James C. Dawson, A.A., B.A., M.S., Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peru
Robert M. Bennett, B.A., M.S.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tonawanda
Robert M. Johnson, B.S., J.D.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lloyd Harbor
Peter M. Pryor, B.A., LL.B., J.D., LL.D.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Albany
Anthony S. Bottar, B.A., J.D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Syracuse
Merryl H. Tisch, B.A., M.A.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .New York

President of The University and Commissioner of Education
RICHARD P. MILLS

Executive Deputy Commissioner of Education
THOMAS E. SHELDON

Deputy Commissioner for Elementary, Middle, Secondary, and Continuing Education
JAMES A. KADAMUS

Assistant Commissioner for Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
EDWARD T. LALOR

Coordinator of Curriculum and Instruction
ROSEANNE DEFABIO

The State Education Department does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, religion, creed, disability,
marital status, veteran status, national origin, race, gender or sexual orientation in its educational programs,
services and activities. Portions of this publication can be made available in a variety of formats, including
braille, large print or audio tape, upon request. Inquiries concerning this policy of nondiscrimination should be
directed to the Department’s Office for Diversity, Ethics, and Access, Room 152, Education Building, Albany, NY
12234.



Contents

Acknowledgments.................................................................................................... iv
Introduction .............................................................................................................. v

Part 1:  Indicators of A Quality Early Elementary Program................... 1
Learning Environment .......................................................................................... 3

Emotional Climate............................................................................................. 3
Physical Climate ............................................................................................... 3

Curriculum and Instruction ................................................................................... 4
Teaching & Learning ......................................................................................... 4
Assessment....................................................................................................... 4

Part 2:  Examples of Evidence of Achievement of the 
Learning Standards ........................................................................................... 5

English Language Arts ......................................................................................... 7
Mathematics, Science & Technology ................................................................... 9
Social Studies....................................................................................................... 12
The Arts ................................................................................................................ 15
Health Education, Physical Education & Home Economics ................................ 17
Career Development and Occupational Studies.................................................. 18
Languages Other Than English ........................................................................... 19

Part 3: Samples of Integrated Learning Experiences ............................... 21
Animals in Winter: Habits and Habitats................................................................ 24
Banking ................................................................................................................ 26
Beach Day............................................................................................................ 28
Ducklings.............................................................................................................. 30
Family Quilt .......................................................................................................... 32
Feely Bugs ........................................................................................................... 34
Growing Seeds .................................................................................................... 36
Hello Tree ............................................................................................................. 38
Homes: Where People Live ................................................................................ 40
Me-Stew ............................................................................................................... 42
Munching Mark .................................................................................................... 44
My Family ............................................................................................................. 46
Pancakes, Pancakes ........................................................................................... 48
Patterns ................................................................................................................ 50
Pumpkin Parts ..................................................................................................... 52
Weather Watch .................................................................................................... 54

Part 4: Making it Happen: Implementing an Integrated Curriculum .. 57
Daily Schedule .................................................................................................... 59
Teaching Strategies.............................................................................................. 59
Learning Environment ......................................................................................... 60
Materials and Equipment .................................................................................... 61
Assessment ......................................................................................................... 61
Conclusion ........................................................................................................... 62

Part 5: Bibliography: Suggested Resources ................................................. 63



Acknowledgements
Many individuals contributed to the development of the Early Elementary Resource Guide to
Integrated Learning. The contributions and support of the Early Elementary Work Group were
important during each stage of this work. The members of this group are:

Marion Barnett SUNY at Fredonia
Paula Childs Kingston
Patricia Chmielewski NYS Education Department
Susan Daurio Liberty
Dana Furjanic Schenectady
Cassandra Grant NYS Education Department
Della Harris Buffalo
Sandra Lesibu NYS Education Department
Barbara Mason NYC CSD 2
Gail McCaul NYS Education Department
Michelle Miliam Tarrytown
Gary Morston NYC PS 61
Barbara Nilsen Broome Community College at Binghamton
Janet Pierro NYS Education Department
Jean Regelmann Mineola
Beth Santopola Hewlett-Woodmere
Frances Seaman Thousand Islands
Mary M. Snyder Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES
Ann Stafford Troy
Wanda Stein Newburgh
Sharon Storms Elmira
K. Sue Updike NYS Education Department
Connie Valtk Rochester
Frances Wilson NYS Education Department
Stefan Zappey Union-Endicott

Other teachers who contributed activities that appear in this Guide are:

Debra Wing Westmere
Patricia Costello Newburgh
Marisa DeAngelo Newburgh
Mary Ellen Daly Herkimer BOCES
Leslie Richmond New York City
Diane DiNicola Westbury
Nancy Coomey Liverpool
Mary Lynne Szczerba McConnellsville

Other New York State Education Department staff who contributed to the
development of this Guide are:

Carleton L. Allard
Robert Brennan
Jeanette Canady
Constance Centrello
Jan Christman
Colleen Connaro
Coral Crossman
Kenneth DeCerce
Roseanne DeFabio
Jon Greenwalt
Michael Hacker

Virginia Hammer
Doris Hill-Wyley
Patricia Hodgins
Sharon Holder
Leon Hovish
Roger Hyndman
Robert Jaffarian
Marilyn Kucera
Edward T. Lalor
Joann Larson
Mark MacFarlane

Jacqueline Marino
Edward S. Marschilok
Laura Miller
William Peruzzi
Mary Pillsworth
John Quinn
Lynn Richbart
Anne Schiano
Anthony Schilling
Candace Shyer
Alan Silverman
Edith M. Tooheyiv



Introduction
The Early Elementary Resource Guide to Integrated Learning was developed primarily to assist
teachers in using an integrated curriculum approach to support student achievement of the learning
standards at the early elementary level. This document, the first of a series of resource guides that
will be available to teachers, is intended to play an important role in strengthening the teaching and
learning process in classrooms. The Resource Guide is meant to be a companion piece to the
seven standards documents and to the other resource guides in the series. Teachers will find addi-
tional information about the learning standards and instructional programs based on them in those
other documents. This guide includes:

• indicators of a quality early elementary program;
• examples of evidence of student achievement of the learning standards from the seven

standards documents;
• samples of integrated learning experiences;
• strategies for implementing an integrated curriculum; and
• a bibliography of resources.

The guide provides teachers with a resource as they continue their efforts to implement a student-
centered, integrated learning environment. It is not intended to be used as a how-to manual, nor
does it provide directions on how to teach in such an environment. Rather, the Resource Guide
gives suggestions on what may typically be observed in an integrated learning environment and how
this approach supports achievement of the learning standards.

An integrated curriculum supports the learning standards by providing opportunities for students to:

• build upon the strengths, interests, and experiences they bring to a learning situation;
• make connections between and among the concepts and skills learned;
• transfer learning from subject to subject;
• make observations, investigations and inferences;
• organize and make sense of their learning experiences;
• re-create their own experiences and construct new ones;
• use a variety of materials and resources to extend their learning; and
• apply what they learn to make decisions and solve problems in everyday life.

Providing such opportunities for students presents teachers with a variety of challenges. This guide-
book can help teachers address the diverse needs and abilities of their students, plan and deliver
instruction which reflects these needs and abilities as well as create and maintain a learning envi-
ronment that promotes inquiry.

The Board of Regents recognizes the diversity of students in New York State, including students
with disabilities, students with limited English proficiency, gifted students, and educationally disadvan-
taged students, and has made a strong commitment to integrating the education of all students into
the total school program. The standards in the framework apply to all students, regardless of their
experiential background, capabilities, developmental and learning differences, interests, or ambitions.
A classroom typically includes students with a wide range of abilities who may pursue multiple path-
ways to learn effectively, participate meaningfully, and work towards attaining the curricular standards.
Students with diverse learning needs may need accommodations or adaptations of instructional
strategies and materials to enhance their learning and/or adjust for their learning capabilities.

The State Education Department would like to express it’s appreciation to all who worked on the
development of this document. We also encourage teachers to submit learning experiences
for future editions of the Early Elementary Resource Guide to Integrated Learning. v
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