
W hat Are Learn ing Standard s ?
Actually there are two types of learning 

s t a n d a rds —

Content Standards: 

What children should know, understand, and

be able to do as a result of their schooling . . .

a n d

Performan ce Standard s :

Acceptable levels of student achieve m e n t .

B a s i c a l l y, perf o rmance standards answer 

the question, 

How good is good enoug h ?

Why Are Learn ing Standards 
So Important ?
N ew York and most other states are

establishing new, higher standards for

l e a rning. This is necessary because our wo r l d

is becoming increasingly complex, and our

c h i l d ren must be pre p a red to compete

successfully in today ’s demanding global

s oc i e t y.

How Wi ll My Chi ld Be Affected ?
The education our children re c e i ve under New

Yo r k ’s revised learning standards will be

designed to develop their pro b l e m - s o l v i n g

abilities, helping them become more

independent thinkers. Our children will be

better equipped to use their knowledge of all

subject areas to solve real-life problems and to

handle real work situations. 

Our children will also be expected to become

competent in the visual and perf o rming arts. To

accomplish all this, minimum standards will be

raised for all students. The same standards will

apply for all students, but the best students will

still be challenged to excel in particular are a s

with options like advanced placement and

c o l l e g e - l evel courses.

What Parents 
Should Know
About New Yor
State’s 
Learning
Standards
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For each grade level, all childre n
will be expected to acquire a
working knowledge of each 
subject, and develop competence
in applying that knowledge to
meaningful tasks.

Mathematics, Sc ien ce, 
and Tech nology 
By the time students graduate from high school,

they should be able to determine, with little or

no diff i c u l t y, correct answers for pro b l e m s

similar to this one :

❏ A ship is heading directly towa rd a coastline

f o rmed by a 70 meter cliff, BC. At point A

the angle of elevation from the ship to the

top of the cliff, B, is 23°. In a few minutes,

when the ship arr i ves at point D, the angle

of elevation between it and the top of the

c l i ff is 30°.

To the nearest meter, find the distances

b e t ween points:

1) D and C;  A and C; 

2) A and D, the ship’s two positions fro m

which the sightings we re take n .

T he Arts
After students have completed 7th grade, they

should be able to do things like :

❏ Mix paints in a range of shades and tints

and apply the paint to their works with skill.

❏ P e rf o rm moderately easy music in a school

o rchestra, band, or choru s .

E nglish Lang uage Arts
By the time they complete 4th grade, students

should be able to do such things as: 

❏ Write a short re p o rt about a topic fro m

science or social studies, using inform a t i o n

f rom at least two diff e rent sourc e s .

❏ C o rrectly use and spell wo rds learned in all

their areas of study.

Career Develop ment 
and Occupation al Studies
After completing 8th grade, students should be

able to:

❏ Use a computer to create a graph show i n g

changes in the prices of particular stoc k s ,

and explain the basic reasons for these

c h a n g e s .

❏ D evelop a plan for their work ex p e r i e n c e ,

including a budget and equipment

re q u i re m e n t s .

Soc ial Studies
After they complete 5th grade, children should

h ave sufficient knowledge to:

❏ C reate timelines showing the correct ord e r

of major historical eve n t s .

❏ Discuss the basic ideals of American

d e m oc r a c y, including how they deve l o p e d

and why they are import a n t .

L ang uages Other Than English
When students are ready to graduate fro m

high school, they should be able to do such

things as:

❏ Write brief re p o rts, letters, and other short

pieces in the language they have studied.

❏ C a rry on simple conversations in that

l a n g u a g e .

Health, Physical Education, 
and Home Economics
At the early elementary level, children should

be able to:

❏ Recognize unsafe conditions and take

a p p ropriate action to reduce personal risk.

❏ P a rticipate in games, sports, and exe rc i s e s

that provide conditioning for each fitness

a re a .
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