
New York City Board of Education 
 

Global History and Geography  
A Graphic Overview  

Unit Course Suggested Time Frame 
 

Introductory Unit (Skills) Global 1 2-3 weeks / September 
Unit #1  

(Ancient World Civilizations 
and Religions) 

Global 1 9-12 weeks / September – 
Mid-December  

Unit #2  
(Expanding Zones of 

Exchange and Encounter) 

Global 1 7 - 8 Weeks  
December-Early February 

Unit #3  
(Global Interactions)  

Global 2 9 – 10 Weeks 
February – April  

Unit #4  
(The First Global Age) 

Global 2 7-8 Weeks 
May – June  

Unit #5  
(An Age of Revolution) 

Global 3 9 – 11 Weeks 
September – Early 

December 
Unit #6  

(A Half Century of Crisis and 
Achievement) 

Global 3 5 – 7 Weeks 
December - January 

Unit #7 
(The 20th Century Since 

1945) 

Global 4 8- 14 Weeks 
February – Early May 

Unit #8 
(Global Connections and 

Interactions) 

Global 4 2 – 4 Weeks 
Mid May  - Early June 

Regents Review Global 4 2 Weeks 
Mid-June to End of School 

 
*This graphic overview is a suggested timeline for Global History and Geography. It was 
developed as a tool for schools writing curriculum. Please note that the broad topics provided are 
general guide.  



Introductory Unit / Global 1 
 

Time Frame: 2 – 3 weeks 
Essential Question: How is history created and shared? 

 

 
 
 

Introductory Unit - Methodology of Global History and 
Geography 

History: Historical Analysis 

Geography 

Economics 

Political Science 

Mini-Units 
should end with a 

Regents-style 
assessment 

Unit’s Culminating Project: Student Handbook 
 Students will create their own handbook on the basic skills they will need to use in order to succeed in the Global History and 

Geography Course. This handbook will include how to analyze a document, political cartoon, artifact, various geographic tools, as well 
as how to write a thematic and document-based essay.  

 



Unit #1 / Global 1 
Suggested Time Frame: 9 – 12 Weeks 

Essential Question: What causes the rise and fall of a civilization? 

 

 

 
 

Ancient world Civilizations and Religions 
(4000 BC – 500 AD) 

Early Peoples

Neolithic Revolution and early River Valley Civilizations 
(Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus Valley, Yellow River) 

Classical Civilizations (China, Greece, Roman Republic, Mauryan, 
Mayan) 

Rise and Fall of Great Empires (Han Dynasty, Roman Empire)  

Mini-Units 
should end with a 

Regents-style 
assessment 

 

Emergence and Spread of Belief Systems (Animism, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 
Legalism, Shintoism, Jainism,) 

Unit’s Culminating Project: Student-Created Board Game 
Students will design a board game where they will demonstrate their knowledge of a civilization’s rise, culture, beliefs, 

achievements, everyday life and downfall.  
 

 



Unit #2 / Global 1 
 

Suggested Time Frame: 7 Weeks  
Essential Question: What impact do societies have on each other and on the 

future? 
 

 

Expanding Zones of Exchange and Encounter  (500 – 1200) 

Gupta Empire 

Tang and Song Dynasties 

Byzantine Empire 

Early Russia 
Mini-Units 

should end with a 
Regents-style 
assessment 

The Spread of and Golden Age of Islam 

Medieval Europe 

Crusades 

Unit’s Culminating Project: Power Point Presentation 
Students will choose one mini-unit and create a presentation that explains the history of the society as well as its lasting impact. 

 
 



Unit #3 / Global 2 
 

Suggested Time Frame:  9 – 10 Weeks 
Essential Question: What impact do societies have on each other and on the 

future? 
 

 

 

Global Interactions (1200 – 1650) 

Early Japanese History and Feudalism 

The Rise and Fall of the Mongols 

Global Trade and Interactions 

The Rise and Fall of African Civilizations (Ghana, Mali, Axum 
and Songhai) Mini-Units 

should end with a 
Regents-style 
assessment Social Economics and Political Impacts of the Plague 

Renaissance and Humanism 

Reformation and Counter Reformation 

The Rise and Impact of European nation-states / decline of 
Feudalism 

Unit’s Culminating Project: Networking Party 
Each student will be starting a new colony and will be able to choose 5 historical people to join them. Posing as historical figures 
themselves, they will interact, collecting resumes and business cards. As they network, they will have to seek out and meet ideal 

candidates to take a lead role in their colony. 
 
 



Unit #4 / Global 2 
 

Suggested Time Frame: 7-8 Weeks 
Essential Question: What is needed for a global community? 

 

 

The First Global Age (1450 – 1770) 

Ming Dynasty 

The Impact of the Ottoman Empire 

Spain and Portugal on the Eve of the Encounter 

The Rise of the Mesoamerican Empires 
Mini-Units 

should end with a 
Regents-style 
assessment 

The Encounter between Europeans and the Peoples of Africa, the Americas 
and Asia 

Political Ideologies: Global Absolutism 

The Response to Absolutism: The Rise of Parliamentary Democracy in 
England  

Unit’s Culminating Project: Travel Guide 
Students will create a travel guide of the various part of the world highlighted in this unit. Each entry must include the society’s social, 

economic and political information. 



Unit #5 / Global 3 
 

Suggested Time Frame: 9 – 11 weeks 
Essential Question: How do people create societal change?  

 

 
 
 

Unit #6 / Global 3  

An Age of Revolution 1750 - 1914 

The Scientific Revolution 
 

The Enlightenment in Europe 

Political Revolutions: American Revolution, French Revolution, 
Independence Movements in Latin America 

Reaction Against Revolutionary Ideas 

Latin America: The Failure of Democracy and the Search for Stability 

Global Nationalism 

Industrialization  
 

Imperialism 
 

Japan and Meiji Restoration 
 

Mini-Units 
should end with a 

Regents-style 
assessment 

Unit’s Culminating Project: A Revolutionary Mural 
Students will create a three-panel mural. The outer panels will tell the story of two different revolutions, while 

the center panel will compare and contrast them.  



Unit #6 / Global 3 
 

Suggested Time Frame: 5 – 7 weeks 
Essential Question: What are the responsibilities of a nation? 

 

 

 

A Half Century of Crisis and Achievement (1900 - 
1945) 

World War I 

Revolution and Change in Russia 

Between the Wars 

World War II 

Mini-Units 
should end with a 

Regents-style 
assessment 

 
Unit’s Culminating Project: Speech 

Students will create and give 2-minute historically accurate speeches on the responsibilities the world leaders 
have to ensure that the atrocities of the Holocaust never happen again.  



Unit #7 / Global 4  
 

Suggested Time Frame: 8 – 14 Weeks 
Essential Question: How can global peace be achieved? 

 

 

The 20th Century Since 1945 
 

Cold War 

Role of the United Nations 

Economic Issues in the Cold War and the Post-Cold War Era 

Chinese Communist Revolution 

Mini-Units 
should end with a 

Regents-style 
assessment 

Collapse of European Imperialism 

Conflicts and Change in the Middle East 

Collapse of Communism and the Breakup of the Soviet Union 

Political and Economic Change in Latin America 

Unit’s Culminating Project: United Nations Simulation 
Student delegates will play the role of diplomats and ambassadors engaged in multilateral diplomacy. Participants, representing 

countries of their choice, will gain insight into issue areas, international diplomacy, and the workings of the United Nations. 
Together they will address key issues facing the international community and the United Nations. 



Unit #8 / Global 4 
 

Suggested Time Frame: 2 – 4 Weeks  
Essential Question: How do we fulfill our global responsibilities? 

 

 
 

 

Global Connections and Interactions 

 

Social and Political Patterns and Change 

Economic Issues 

The Environment and Sustainability 

Science and Technology 

Mini-Units 
should end with a 

Regents-style 
assessment 

Unit’s Culminating Project:  Communiqué for the G8 Summit 
 

Students will work in groups to research and prepare a communiqué on a modern international issue of their choice. 
They will present this messageto the 8 world leaders at a mock G8 Summit. 



Regents Review / Summation – Global 4 
 

Time Frame: 2–3 Weeks 
Essential Question: Why does history repeat itself? 

 

 
 

Unit’s Culminating Project: Power Point Presentation 
Each group will choose one topic to research and present. They will then present their findings in 

a Power Point presentation to the entire class. 

Major Themes in the Global History  

Revolutions 

Individuals and Power  

Belief Systems 

Human and Physical Geography  

Turning Points in History 
 

Political Systems and Citizenship 

Golden Ages 

Conflict  

Justice and Law 

Human Rights

Nationalism  


