



Unit 3B - The rise and fall of the Mongols and their impact on Eurasia
Who Were the Mongols?
	Social Studies Standard 2 - World History
Key Ideas and Performance Indicators 2.1.4, 2.2.1


Concepts:

	Physical Systems
	Interdependence
	Movement of People and Goods

	Human Systems
	Conflict
	Diversity

	
	Urbanization
	 


Was the Mongol impact on Eurasia positive or negative?

Skills:

	Thinking Skills
	-Drawing inferences and making conclusions

-Handling diversity of interpretations

	Sequencing and Chronology Skills
	-Understanding the concepts of time, continuity, and change

	Map and Globe Skills
	-Comparing maps and making inferences

-Interpreting and analyzing different kinds of maps


Have students review the handouts (listed below) and make an observation about the Mongols. Students must listen to each observation because no student can repeat something that has already been stated. After each observation, the class should award the observation with a thumbs up if it is original, or a thumbs down if the statement is essentially a repeat. 

Document A: Mongol Timeline
Document B: The Mongol Empire and the Global Exchange Network
Document C: Description of the Mongols in Russia
Document D: Mongol Nomadic Culture
Document E: Writing of Rashid al-Din, a Persian Historian
Document F: Ways the Mongols Influenced Eurasian Culture
Separate the class into 6 groups. Distribute one of the handouts to each group. Have each group:

· analyze a document

· answer questions or complete the task that is included in the document

· show how the document is related to one of the other documents in the Mongol handout (e.g. Karakorum appears on the Mongol Empire and Global Exchange Network map and is also mentioned on the Mongol timeline)

· prepare a concluding statement summarizing what was learned and hypothesizing what Eurasia might have been like in the 13th century, if the Mongols had never conquered so much territory

· share its findings with the class.
