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The Tale of Peter the Great

Overview: You will listen to the story Peter the Great by Diane Stanley. Her book describes the life of Peter the Great. You will be given a series of questions to answer based on the story. You will be asked to write an essay based on the listening exercise, information you have received on absolute monarchs, and passages from your text.

Listening Comprehension Questions:

1. What was Peter's childhood like?

2. Describe European influence in Russia during the childhood of Peter the Great.

3. Describe some of Peter's experiences while disguised as a commoner in Europe.

4. What technology did Peter bring back to Russia?

5. Describe Peter's attempts to get the Russian people to adopt European ideas.

6. Why did Peter build the city of St. Petersburg?

7. What difficulties did he encounter while trying to build it?

8. What problems did the people of Russia face in attempting to carry out Peter's 

    wishes to build St. Petersburg?

Listening Exercise Paragraph:

Write a well-written paragraph describing Peter the Great's efforts to modernize Russia. 

Absolute Monarchy Paragraph:

Based on the definition of an absolute monarch, write a paragraph explaining whether or not Peter the Great was an absolute monarch. Information from the listening exercise, handouts, and the text may be used as resources. Be sure to give specific facts and details to support your answer.
