Scoring Rubric

Absolutism Essay

Political Systems

Score of 5:

The student will:

· Thoroughly develop all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by discussing the impact of Peter the Great’s actions on the history and/or culture of Russia and by evaluating the extent to which the actions taken as a ruler made him an absolute monarch. 

· Write in a style that is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information), e.g. a discussion of Peter the Great’s actions and his impact on the history or culture of Russia might include: Peter’s emphasis on westernizing and modernizing Russia by changing the social customs, building a navy, importing of technology from the parts of Europe, and locating and building a new capital city, St. Petersburg on land captured from Sweden; e.g. an evaluation of the extent to which Peter the Great was an absolute monarch might include: his taxation policies to raise revenue in order to make improvements, his attempts to limit the power of the nobles to centralize his power, his mockery of the Orthodox Church’s corruption, ignorance, and superstition being careful not to change its rituals, liturgy, or doctrines; his successes and failures at expanding Russia to include warm water ports

· Richly support the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g. Peter the Great’s actions and his impact on the history or culture of Russia might include: taxation of beards if nobles refused to shave them; cutting the coats of the nobility; requiring that men and women socialize together—not separately, posting the latest European fashions, requiring nobles and merchants to build in St. Petersburg at their own expense; taxing beehives, candles, nuts, boots, horses chimneys, drinking water to raise revenue to fund the navy, army, and modernization; building schools of mathematics and technology; e.g. an evaluation of the extent to which Peter the Great was an absolute monarch might include: ruling by decree; created a committee to create taxes; a group of advisors to Peter replaced the Boyar councils; saw himself as the legal protector of Orthodox Christians; changed the requirements for advising the Czar; fought against Sweden and the Ottoman Empire; required the nobles to relocate to St. Petersburg to control them

· Demonstrate a logical and clear plan of organization; include an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Score of 4:

The student will:

· Develop all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly by discussing the impact of Peter the Great’s actions on the history or culture of Russia more thoroughly than evaluating extent to which Peter the Great was an absolute monarch or by evaluating the extent to which Peter the Great was an absolute monarch more thoroughly than discussing the impact of Peter the Great’s actions on the culture or history of Russia

· Write in a style that is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information) e.g.

· Support the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details

· Demonstrate a logical and clear plan of organization; include an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Score of 3:

The student will:

· Develop all aspects of the task with little depth or develop most aspects of the task in some depth

· Write in a style that is more descriptive than analytical (applies, analyzes, and/or evaluates information)

· Include some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include minor inaccuracies

· Demonstrate a satisfactory plan of organization; include an introduction and a conclusion that may be a restatement of the theme

Score of 2:

The student will:
· Minimally develop all aspects of the task or develop some aspects of the task in some depth

· Write in a style that is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application, or analysis

· Include few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies

· Demonstrate a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion

Score of 1: 

The student will:
· Minimally develop some of the task

· Write in a style that is descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis

· Include few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies

· May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addresses; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion

Score of 0:

· Fails to develop the task or may only refers to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, examples, or details; OR includes only the theme, task, or suggestions as copied from the assignment; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper

