
Slave Exports from Africa During the Atlantic Slave Trade Chart  

 Period  Volume 
 1450-1600  367,000 
 1601-1700  1,808,00 
 1701-1800  6,133,000 
1801- 1900  3,330,000 
 TOTAL  11,863,00 

Source:  A History of African Societies to 1870, Icichei, p. 329. 
 

• The profits taken in by slavers, are less than once thought. 
• Much of the wealth accumulated by West Indian planters were often spent on 

conspicuous consumption. 

 

 

African Exports to Europe Chart 

Slaves  
Gold dust       MAJOR 
Ivory 
akori 
bees wax 
cloth (brocade, cotton, cotton wool, 
damask, palm bark, taffeta) 
cloves 
copper 
elephant tusks 
food 

  
  
  
  
gold dust 
gum Arabic 
hides 
ivory 
ostrich feathers 
pepper  
salt  

Source:  A History of African Societies to 1870, Icichei, pp. 331-332. 

• The sale of slaves seldom exceeded 10% of the total domestic product in Africa. 
• European goods often supplemented rather than dislodged local African products. 



European Exports to Africa Chart 

alcohol 
beads 
brass and copper bracelets  
Brazilian brandy 
Brazilian tobacco 

cloth (Indian and European–raffia, taffeta, 
brocade) 

cowries 
guns 
gun power 
iron bars 
cassava 
chili pepper 
potatoes 
maize  

Source:  A History of African Societies to 1870, Icichei, pp. 335-338. 

• The quality of this merchandise was often of inferior quality. 

 

 

Exchange of Diseases Chart 

 AFRICA 
hook worm 
malaria 
river blindness 
yaws 
yellow fever  

 EUROPE 
bloody flux 
measles 
sand flees 
small pox 
syphilis 

Source: A History of African Societies to 1870, Icichei, pp. 339-340. 


