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SOCRATIC SEMINAR I 
THE ENLIGHTENMENT 

(The Seminar) 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 

1. The Seminar is a setting where all are free to express their ideas without reprisal or putdowns. 
2. You may disagree with a person’s idea, not his right to say it. (i.e., Voltaire) 
3. You will be held accountable for contributions based upon the criteria that follows. 
4. You must come to the seminar prepared, support your opinions with textual evidence where possible, 

and fully elaborate the points you make, thus raising new questions for your peers. 
5. The Seminar is worth 50 points of the total seminar grade. 

 
TASK: 

1. You will participate in a seminar in which you will be presented with numerous questions by the 
facilitator. 

2. Your goal is to develop answers, ideas and other questions through discussion, listening, and analysis 
of the assigned reading. 

3. The discussions are strictly between you and other students; the facilitator is there only to present the 
questions. 

 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF STUDENTS IN A SOCRATIC SEMINAR: 
I am responsible for: 

 Asking questions about what I have read, heard, and seen. 
 Asking for clarification of any passage I have read but that I do not understand. 
 Being courteous and respectful of my peers. 
 Pausing and thinking before I respond to the facilitator’s question or comment made by a peer. 
 Giving my opinion clearly yet succinctly. 
 Making judgments that I can defend with textual evidence. 
 Locating facts and examples in the text that can be cited as evidence for a particular argument. 
 Listening attentively and patiently as peers share their ideas. 
 Listening critically to others’ opinions and taking issue with inaccuracies or illogical reasoning. 
 Clarifying information and lending support to a peer’s argument. 
 Moving the seminar forward to new concepts. 
 Listening acutely to a peer’s entire position before taking issue with it. 
 Searching for connections with previous readings or prior studies. 
 Avoiding repetitiveness by developing stronger listening skills. 
 Being willing to change my opinion if more information is given or if my reasoning has been flawed. 
 Being prepared by having read my text thoroughly and reflectively. 
 Having marked key issues in my text. 
 Speaking loudly and articulating clearly. 
 Exhibiting mature behavior with patience and self-control. 
 Seeing the relevance of the reading to my world. 

 
 
 


