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Unit 6 D - World War Il—causes and impact
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Holocaust and Resistance

Social Studies Standards 2, 3, and 5 - World History, Geography, and Civics, Citizenship, and
Government

Key ldeas and Performance Indicators 2.1.1, 2.1.5, 2.2.5, 2.3.1, 2.4.4, 3.1.4,5.1.4,5.4.1

Context:

In this lesson, students reflect on the Holocaust from the point of view of those who actively
resisted Nazi persecution. After reviewing the history of the Holocaust, in order to understand
the legal and bureaucratic authority with which the Nazis systematically enforced their
policies, students debate the options for resistance and the likely outcomes. Working with the
archives of the U. S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and library resources, they gather facts about
resistance activities during the Holocaust, preparing reports on incidents of rebellion at the
Sobibor, Treblinka, and Auschwitz death camps and in the Warsaw Ghetto. Then, writing as
relatives or friends of those involved in these incidents, students consider the value and
significance of such actions in the context of the Holocaust and of the larger war against Nazi
domination. Finally, students gather facts about non-violent forms of resistance to Nazi
persecution, and reflect in a journal format on their own role in keeping this spirit of
resistance alive today.



