
Standard 2 World History  Grade 3  

Social Studies Standard 2 - World History                                       
Grade 3  
Key Idea (K.I.) The study of world history requires an understanding of world 
cultures and civilizations, including an analysis of important ideas, social and 
cultural values, beliefs, and traditions. This study also examines the human 
condition and the connections and interactions of people across time and space, 
and the ways different people view the same event or issue from a variety of 
perspectives. 
 
Performance Indicator - Elementary 
- Study about different world cultures and civilizations focusing on their accomplishm
contributions, values, beliefs, and traditions. 

This is evident for example, when students:  
Research different kinds of sources about other cultures and civilizations. 
  

Unit: Cultures and Civilizations 

  
Content Understanding: What is a culture? What is a Civilization? 

  

Activities: Research and Writing Skills – Synthesizing Information 

Have students use their own drawings or pictures from magazines and newspapers to fill in  
each box of this idea web. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What is a Culture?  
What is a Civilization? 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   
Have students create a time capsule representing a culture different from their own. Have 
them include pictures, written descriptions of customs and traditions, clothing, music, and 
art. Have students create a travel brochure that illustrates the positive attributes of a 
region. Students should include a map, points of interest, etc. 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Standard 5  Civics, Citizenship, and Government  Grade 7 

Social Studies Standard 5 – Civics, Citizenship, and Government      
Grade 7 
 
Key Idea (K.5.2) The state and federal governments established by the Constitutions 
of the United States and the State of New York embody basic civic values (such as 
justice, honesty, self-discipline, due process, equality, majority rule with respect for 
minority rights, and respect for self, others, and property), principles, and practices 
and establish a system of shared and limited government. (Adapted from The 
National Standards for Civics and Government, 1994) 

Performance Indicators - Intermediate 

- Value the principles, ideals, and core values of the American democratic system 
based upon the premises of human dignity, liberty, justice, and equality. 

This is evident, for example, when students: 
Analyze key Supreme Court cases to determine how they embody constitutional 
values; apply these values to real-life situations. 
  

Unit: The Writing, Structure, and Adoption of  
the United States Constitution 

Content: 
G.  The Constitution as a living document 

3. The Bill of Rights 
4. Supreme Court decision 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activities: Research and Writing Skills – Analyzing and Synthesizing Information 

Bill of Rights: Think – Tac – Toe 
Select a total of three activities (one from each row) to complete. 
1. List all 26 Constitutional 
amendments. For each, 
provide the date of 
ratification and a one-
sentence description. 
  

2. Draw and color your  
interpretation of all 26 
amendments. 

3. Write a song about  
America, referring to the 26 
amendments in the lyrics. 

4. Describe the five most 
important rights listed in the 
Bill of Rights and explain 
why they are important. 
  

 5. Create your own personal 
bill of rights that describes 
five most basic rights you 
must have. 

6. Give examples of five 
situations that cannot develop 
because the Constitution 
protects you. 
  

7. Look up Schenek v. U.S., 
Korematsu v. U.S., and 
Brown v. Board of 
Education. For each, 
describe the Court’s 
decision and the right or 
amendment in question. 
  

8. Select a court case 
dealing with schools' and 
students’ rights (e.g., Tinker 
v. Des Moines School 
District, 1969).  For each, 
describe the significance of 
the Court's decision. 
  

9. Research two current 
issues. What right is tested? 
Should a new amendment be 
proposed? Defend your 
position. 
  

  
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Standard 4 Economics  Grade 12 
  
Social Studies Standard 4 – Economics                                 Grade 12 
 
Key Idea (K.I.)4.1 The study of economics requires an understanding of major 
economic concepts, and systems, the principles of economic decision making, and 
the interdependence of economies and economic systems throughout the world. 

Performance Indicators - Commencement 

- Explain how economic decision making has become global as a result of an 
interdependent world economy. 

Use economic information by identifying similarities and differences in trends; 
inferring relationships between various elements of an economy: organizing and 
arranging information in charts, tables and graphs; extrapolating and making 
conclusions about economic questions, issues, and problems. 
   

            

Unit:  Impact of Globalization on the Economies  
of Other Nations 

  
 

Content Definitions of globalization: 
1.   Historical development of the global economy 
2.   The impacts of trade flows, capital movements, direct 

foreign investment, tourism, and foreign trade 
3.   Positive and negative effects of globalization on 

developing and industrialized nations 
  

  
Concepts:  Interdependence     

Economic Systems     
Needs and Wants      
Scarcity  
  

Essential  
Question: 

 Is Globalization a Dirty Word? 

  
Activities:    Thinking Skills – Drawing inferences and making conclusions 

Research and Debating Skills – Analyzing and synthesizing  information
                                                –  Supporting a position 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 Using a dictionary and/or other resources, have students define the terms 
globalization, integration, growth and poverty. Assess the World Bank report on 
Globalization at: http://www.worldbank.org/htm/extdr/video/vnr/vnr12052001.ram 

 Access a video on the World Bank report on globalization, growth, and poverty. 
Have students analyze the impact of globalization on poor countries and explore 
why is the concept of globalization so controversial? What happens to countries that 
are unable to integrate into the world economy? 

 Have students examine the different measures of development found in the World 
Bank and United Nations reports. Students should collect data on countries at very 
different income levels. Ask students to explain the United Nations’ use of the 
categories “human development” and “gender development.” This information can 
be found at http://www.worldbank.org and www.undp.org  

 Have students participate in a simulation of a global economic forum in which 
students assume the roles of finance ministers fro various industrial and developing 
countries. Participants would discuss and vote on resolutions of global importance 
(e.g., Should the great industrial powers forgive all debt owed them by developing 
nations? Should developing nations be excused from enforcing environmental 
regulations? Should a nation’s record on  human rights be a reason for vetoing its 
membership in global trade organizations?) 

Teacher Resources:  
Thomas Friedman’s The Lexus and the Olive Tree, (Vintage Anchor Publishing, 2000) 
establishes a conceptual framework for thinking about and discussing the Post Cold War 
Era/ the Era of Globalization. His The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First 
Century (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005) analyses economic and foreign policy 
issues that include an overview of 21st century globalization trends. 

 
 


