PART Ill: DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION
PART B — ESSAY
GENERIC SCORING RUBRIC*

4

Answers all aspects of the task by using the documents and may bring in relevant outside information
related to the documents

Consistently uses accurate data

Develops ideas fully, using such supporting evidence as examples, reasons, details, explanations, and
generalizations that are relevant and appropriate

Demonstrates a logical plan of organization and coherence in the development of ideas

Consistently expresses ideas clearly

3

Answers most aspects of the task by using the documents
Generally uses accurate data

Develops ideas satisfactorily with adequate supporting evidence
Develops an answer, using a general plan of organization
Generally expresses ideas clearly

2

Answers some aspects of the tasks by using some of the documents

Uses some accurate data

Demonstrates weakness in development of ideas with little supporting evidence
Attempts to organize an answer but is weak and goes off the topic

Attempts to express ideas clearly

Does not use information to support ideas or uses information which is not relevant
Shows limited understanding of the task

Fails to use documents or only vaguely refers to the documents

Lacks a plan of organization

Does not express ideas clearly

Uses no accurate data

Fails to answer question or response is totally unrelated to topic

lllegible or so many words cannot be read that no sense can be made of the response

Blank paper

Is incoherent; i.e., words are legible but syntax is so garbled that no sense can be made of the response

* On an actual examination, the generic rubric in the rating guide will be replaced by a subject-specific version to further help teachers
reliably score this portion of the test.



PART IlIl: DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION
PART B
PART B — ESSAY

Use the ideas you listed in Part A (Notes) to write an essay about the people of Rose, New York, and their
post office.

In your essay remember to:
« tell how the people of Rose felt about their post office
« give three examples of what the people did together as a community, or separately as citizens, to help

their post office.

Score Level 4
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Commentary
Score Level 4

» Answers all aspects of task including a description of citizens’ feelings and more than three examples of
community action from at least four documents

All data is accurate

Develops ideas fully by using examples, details, and relevant generalizations

Uses a logical plan of organization

Consistently expresses ideas clearly
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Commentary
Score Level 4

Answers all aspects of task, citing seven examples of citizen action and description of citizens’ feelings

Data is accurate with many direct references to four documents, including direct quotes, to support ideas
« Develops and organizes ideas well

« Expresses ideas clearly
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Commentary
Score Level 4

» Answers all aspects of task, citing five examples of citizen action and providing a thorough explanation of cit-
izens’ feelings

» All data is accurate with references to six documents

» Develops ideas fully, providing details: Wolcott High School students, Arlene Case, etc.

» Organizes ideas to demonstrate a logical plan, ending with a strong conclusion

» Expresses ideas clearly
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Commentary

Score Level 3

Answers most aspects of task by explaining the residents’ feelings and citing two examples of community
action

Uses accurate data taken from at least three documents and demonstrates a general understanding of the
documents

Develops ideas with adequate support

Uses a general plan of organization to explain the problem, the community action, and its result
Generally expresses ideas clearly
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Commentary
Score Level 3

« Meets most aspects of task by citing four examples of citizen action, but provides weak description of citi-
zens'’ feelings

e Generally uses accurate data, with one exception: attributes postal closing to “tax people”

« Develops ideas with adequate support, using nonspecific references to four documents and few details

« Demonstrates a general plan of organization with a conclusion sentence

« Expression of ideas is not consistently clear, yet is understandable
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Commentary
Score Level 3

« Answers all aspects of task by describing how residents felt and providing adequate examples of citizen
action

¢ Generally uses accurate data with one exception: “shrubs on the roof”

« ldeas are developed with accurate support, yet deatil and explanation are lacking

* Most ideas are expressed with clarity and a general plan of organization is evident
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