
Score Level 5
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Commentary
Score Level 5

• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the Task by accurately analyzing and interpreting four of the
documents

• Incorporates information from the documents in the body of the essay, analyzing and discussing,
where appropriate, but not copying the documents

• Incorporates outside information relative to the documents (e.g., use of the railroad for east-west
trade, reference to reservations and disease for Native American Indians, an explanation for the waste
that resulted from the killing of the buffalo)

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization
• Includes an introduction and conclusion that shows an understanding of the topic

Conclusion
Overall, the response fits the criteria for a 5. All aspects of the task have been addressed. The student
analyzed the documents and incorporated adequate outside information.



Score Level 5
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Commentary
Score Level 5

• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the Task
• Uses six of the documents, with analysis ("Native Americans were nomadic, moved with the buffalo,

killing the buffalo meant no herds to follow")
• Includes accurate information from the documents about reasons for westward movement (e.g., Gold

Rush, fertile land, free land/Homestead Act, improved transportation)
• Richly supports essay with accurate facts and examples about the clash of cultures on the Western

frontier (e.g., lifestyle destroyed, land taken away unfairly, necessity of the buffalo for housing and
food)

• Incorporates relevant outside information (uses analogy of taking Indian land with British taxation
without representation)

Conclusion
This is a low 5. There is strong and rich content. However, the organization is weak. The student
organized the essay from document 1 through document 7 rather than explaining the reasons for
westward movement and then the impact on the Native American Indian culture. While there is out-
side information, a high 5 would have incorporated more extensive outside knowledge.



Score Level 4
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Commentary
Score Level 4

• Mostly demonstrates why settlers moved west (e.g., adventure of wilderness, gold, fertile land, free land)
• Mostly demonstrates an understanding of the impact railroads had on the West (e.g., easier to travel,

move supplies)
• Mostly demonstrates understanding of how the westward expansion changed the lives of Native

American Indians (e.g., killed buffalo, created reservations)
• Some analysis of the documents (e.g., killing of buffalo for pleasure vs. using all parts, selling of land

resulting in Native American Indians being moved to reservations)
• Incorporates some examples of additional information (e.g., reservations, adventure of wilderness)
• Initial paragraph restates theme and there is a concluding paragraph; essay demonstrates organization
• Contains no factual errors

Conclusion
This essay represents the criteria for a high 4.



Score Level 4
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Commentary
Score Level 4 

• Addresses most aspects of the Task; demonstrates understanding of the evidence in the documents
• Includes mostly accurate and relevant information about westward migration based solely on most of

the documents. Additional knowledge of the topic is not incorporated in the response (e.g.,
"Homestead Act gave homesteaders 160 acres.")

• Includes a general discussion of the westward movement and the impact on the lives of Native
American Indians (e.g., "These European Americans kicked the Native Americans off their land…")

• Supports the essay with mostly accurate facts, examples, and details, with the discussion descriptive
rather than analytical (e.g., quotes Chief Joseph, "luxurious cars")

• Essay is developed with a somewhat logical plan of organization

Conclusion
Overall, the response fits the criteria for level 4. Incorporating additional outside information and
providing an analytical rather than a descriptive response would have made this response a stronger
4.



Score Level 3
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Commentary
Score Level 3

• Uses at least three of the documents and addresses all aspects of the task by describing the documents
• Shows limited understanding of Native American Indian lifestyle (e.g., "the buffalo was basically what

they used for everything")
• Shows basic understanding of clash of cultures (e.g., railroad tracks built and buffalo shot for no reason)
• Incorporates no outside information
• Essay is developed satisfactorily, with a general plan of organization (i.e., introduction, body of three

paragraphs, and conclusion)
• Restates theme in introduction, writes each bullet into a sentence
• Concludes with a restatement of the theme (rewrites each bullet into a sentence)

Conclusion
The student shows basic but clear understanding of the reasons for westward movement and impact
on Native American Indians. The student uses three documents in a limited way and restates directly
what is in the document. There is no outside information in the essay. Overall, this essay represents a
high 3.



Score Level 3
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Commentary
Score Level 3

• Demonstrates some understanding of why settlers moved west (e.g., gold, land)
• Used most of the documents
• Demonstrates some understanding of the impact of railroads on the West (e.g., quicker, pleasure,

health, business)
• Demonstrates some understanding of how the westward movement changed the lives of Native

American Indians (e.g., took their land, reservations, death)
• Superficial discussion of the facts
• No factual errors
• Includes one example of additional knowledge of the topic (reservations)
• Initial paragraph restates Task; no concluding paragraph

Conclusion
This essay represents the criteria for an average 3.



Score Level 3
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Commentary
Score Level 3

• Includes generally accurate and relevant information about limited aspects of westward migration,
using some of the documents but very little outside information

• Relies mostly on generalizations, vaguely describing contents of the documents
• Does not develop the task beyond the limited mention of the documents
• Follows a general plan of organization
• Restates a limited theme in the introduction and includes a satisfactory restatement in the conclusion

Conclusion
Overall, this response best fits the criteria for a low 3.



Score Level 2
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Commentary
Score Level 2

• Attempts to address the aspects of the Task
• Discussion simply restates the contents of the documents, with no analysis even though more than

half of the documents (five) were used
• Incorporates no relevant outside information
• Essay is focused, but lacks adequate development of topic

Conclusion
Overall, the response best fits the criteria for a solid 2. A majority of documents were used, but they
were not analyzed. Although the essay answered the question, the student did not adequately devel-
op the response.
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Score Level 2
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Commentary
Score Level 2

• Attempts to address the Task, although some information is misinterpreted (e.g., "heard about trea-
sures")

• No relevant outside information is apparent
• Includes factual errors (e.g., "people all over were trying getting on trains…," "so many people were

moving to the west and caused problems with overpopulation.")
• Restates some contents of the documents
• Organization and focus are weak

Conclusion
Overall, the response best fits the criteria for a 2.
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Commentary
Score Level 1

• Addresses only one part of the Task with vague reference to one document
• No outside information is provided
• Uses the terms gold rush and Oregon Territory
• Essay lacks focus
• Essay fails to provide either an introduction or conclusion

Conclusion
The student fails to address the Task. The student makes a vague reference to one of the docu-
ments in a limited way There is no outside information. Overall, this essay represents a 1.

Score Level 1



*Items placed in row 11 are cross-topical. Cross-topical items address content from two or more units.
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1-Prior to 1500

2-Exploration/
Colonization

3-A Nation
Created

4-Experiment in
Government

5-Life in a New
Nation

6-Division and
Reunion

7-An Industrial
Society

8-An
Interdependent

World

9-Between the
Wars

10-Worldwide
Responsibilities

11-WWII to the
Present

11*-Cross-
Topical

TOTAL

1
US AND NY
HISTORY

1-3

1-3

1-3

1-2

1-3

1-2

1-3

1-3

1-3

2-4

1-2

1-3

2
WORLD HISTORY

0-1

0-2

0-2

0-1

0-1

0

0

0-3

0-1

1-2

0-1

0-2

3
GEOGRAPHY

1-3

1-3

0-2

0-1

1-2

1-2

1-2

0-1

0-1

0-2

0-2

0-2

4
ECONOMICS

0-2

0-2

1-2

0-1

0-1

0-2

1-3

0-1

2-4

0-1

0-2

0-2

5
CIVICS, CITIZEN-

SHIP, AND
GOVERNMENT

0-1

0-2

1-2

2-4

0-1

0-2

0-1

0-1

0-2

0-2

1-3

0-2

RANGE

2-4

2-5

3-5

3-5

2-4

2-4

3-5

2-4

3-5

4-5

2-4

2-4

45

Unit

Standard

Appendix A
GRADE 8 INTERMEDIATE SOCIAL STUDIES TEST SPECIFICATIONS GRID

(Revised 2000)
NUMBER OF MULTIPLE-CHOICE ITEMS BY STANDARD AND UNIT
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1-Prior to 1500

2-Exploration/
Colonization

3-A Nation
Created

4-Experiment in
Government

5-Life in a New
Nation

6-Division and
Reunion

7-An Industrial
Society

8-An
Interdependent

World

9-Between the
Wars

10-Worldwide
Responsibilities

11-WWII to the
Present

11*-Cross-
Topical

TOTAL

1
US AND NY
HISTORY

1

4

10

12

19

21

25, 26

30, 31, 32

35

38, 39

40

43, 33

2
WORLD HISTORY

0

0

7

0

0

0

0

0

0

36, 37

0

0

3
GEOGRAPHY

3

5, 6

0

0

17

0

24

29

0

0

0

0

4
ECONOMICS

0

0

8,9

0

20

0

27, 28

0

33, 34

0

0

45

5
CIVICS, CITIZEN-

SHIP, AND
GOVERNMENT

2

0

11

13, 14, 15, 16

18

22, 23

0

0

0

0

41, 42

0

Number

3

3

5

5

4

3

5

4

3

4

3

3

45

Unit

Standard

Appendix B
GRADE 8 INTERMEDIATE SOCIAL STUDIES TEST SPECIFICATIONS GRID

MULTIPLE-CHOICE ITEMS BY STANDARD AND UNIT

*Items placed in row 11 are cross-topical. Cross-topical items address content from two or more units.



Appendix C

Components and Weighting of the Grade 8 Intermediate

Social Studies Test

Components of the Grade 8 Intermediate Social Studies Test 

Sampler Keyed to the Social Studies Standards

* Students must answer all questions on each part of the Grade 8 Intermediate Social Studies Test. There is
no choice of questions.
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ITEM TYPE

Multiple-choice items*

Constructed response*

Document-based question*

NUMBER OF ITEMS

45

3-4

1

APPROXIMATE
PERCENTAGE OF THE TEST

50%

20%

30%
(10% - Scaffolded question 

20% - essay)

ITEM TYPE

Multiple-choice*

Constructed response*

Document-based question*

STANDARD(S)

(See Multiple-Choice Specifications Grid)
(Appendix B)

Standard 1: History of the United States 
and New York

Standard 4: Economics

Standard 1: History of the United States 
and New York

Standard 4: Economics
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New York State Education Department, Room 760 EBA, Albany, NY 12234

1. Content—Are the questions generally appropriate in content?
Comments:

2. Difficulty—Are the questions generally appropriate in difficulty?
Comments:

3. Directions—Are the directions in the test sampler 
Draft clear and easy for students to follow?
Comments:

4. Time—Would most of the students be able to complete this 
test Sampler Draft within the time allotted (3 hours)?
Comments:

5. Additional Comments:

Please fax this sheet to (518) 486-5765 or mail it to the New York State Education Department at the above address.

Grade 8 Intermediate Social Studies Test 
Test Sampler Draft, Spring 2000

Comment Sheet

YES No


