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Grade 5 sample DBQ on the Revolutionary War
Practice Set 1

Practice Set 1—Paper #1 - 10142
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Practice Set 1—Paper #4 - 10174



6

Practice Set 1—Paper #5 - 08294
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Grade 5 sample DBQ on the Revolutionary War
Practice Set 2

Practice Set 2—Paper #1 - 10326
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Practice Set 2—Paper #4 - 08350

Practice Set 2—Paper #5 - 09030
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Practice Set 1—Paper #1 - 10142

Score level 3

The response:
• Discusses three specific actions taken by colonists in New York during the American

Revolution.
• Uses accurate data from at least two of the documents.
• Ideas about these three actions are weakly developed.
• Uses a general plan of organization to develop an answer.  However, the ideas about three

actions are not fully developed.  It has an introduction and a weak conclusion.
• Generally expresses ideas clearly about two actions taken by colonists in New York during

the war.

Conclusion:
Overall, this response fits most of the criteria for a score of 3.  Information from the documents is
used to discuss two specific actions taken by colonists in New York.  There is some weakness in
organization, but the response indicates both a satisfactory understanding of the task and the
ability to use information from documents.  The paper is a low 3.

Practice Set 1—Paper #2 - 09870

Score level 2

The response:
• Discusses one specific example of New York’s role in the American Revolution. (The Battle

of Saratoga).
• Uses accurate information from one document to discuss the French decision to become a

formal ally of the United States.  The response merely mentions (in one sentence) some-
thing taken from a second document.

• Demonstrates some weakness in organization by failing to include a conclusion.
• Attempts to organize an answer, but organization is very weak.
• Attempts to express ideas clearly, but the weaknesses in organization makes it difficult to

determine what specific action is being discussed in the response.

Conclusion:
Overall, this response fits most of the criteria for a score of 2.  Only one example of New York’s
role is discussed, although a second event or action is mentioned.  There are several weakness-
es in organization.  The student used only one document.
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Practice Set 1—Paper #3 - 07321

Score level 4

The response:
• Discusses seven specific examples of actions taken by New Yorkers and one example of

New York’s role in the American Revolution, using information from the documents. 
1)delegates of nine colonists met in New York City and said Britain can't tax the 

colonies
2)march to statute of King George III
3)pulled it down
4)made 40,000 bullets
5)chain across the Hudson
6)the Battle of Saratoga
7)Provincial Congress declared independence from Great Britain

• Consistently uses accurate data to discuss one example of New York’s role in the war and
five actions taken by colonists in New York.  Most of the data comes from the documents,
but the students brings in some outside information (the sacrifices New York colonists had
to make)

• Develops fully one example of New York’s role in the war and five actions taken by
colonists in New York by using reasons, details and explanations. The discussion indicates
student understanding of cause/effect relationships.

• Demonstrates an acceptable plan or organization.  There is both a good basic introduction
and a good conclusion.  The examples of colonists’ actions are not discussed in separate
paragraphs. The ideas, however, flow well because of the use of some key transition
words.

• Consistently expresses ideas clearly about the actions of colonists in New York before and
during the war/or New York's role in the American Revolution.

Conclusion:
Overall, this response best fits the criteria for a score of 4.  The satisfactory organization and full
discussion of seven specific actions taken by colonists in New York,  one example of New York’s
role in the war, and the addition of outside information makes this paper a high 4.
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Practice Set 1—Paper #4 - 10174

Score level 1

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of the task by attempting to discuss New York’s role in

American Revolution.
• Uses very vague information.
• Has a plan of organization, but the response is not focused on specific actions taken by

colonists in New York.
• Does not clearly express ideas that deal with the task.

Conclusion:
Overall, this response best fits the criteria for a score of 1.  No specific action of colonists in New
York is mentioned or discussed.  Information from the documents is not used.

Practice Set 1—Paper #5 - 08294

Score level 3

The response:
• Mentions (rather than discusses) four examples of actions taken by colonists in New York

before and during the American Revolution and one example of New York’s role in the war
(the action of the Provincial Congress of New York, the reading of the Declaration of
Independence, the December 1765 meeting of delegates in NYC, the building of Great
Chain across Hudson River, and the Battle of Saratoga).

• Uses basic information from at least five documents.
• Uses details to develop an explanation of the construction and use of the Great Chain.
• Mentions (rather than satisfactorily develops) ideas about the actions of colonists in New

York, i. e., there is reference to the reading of the Declaration of Independence without
making clear who is the "they" and what effect this reading had upon those who heard it.

• Uses a basic plan of organization.  There is an introduction and a brief conclusion.
• Generally expresses basic ideas about the actions of colonists in New York during the

Revolutionary War.

Conclusion:
This response fits most of the criteria for a score of 3.  At least five examples are briefly men-
tioned but not discussed. Only basic ideas are stated.  These ideas are not fully developed with
specific detailed information and overall the organization is satisfactory but weak. This paper is a
low 3. 
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Practice Set 2—Paper #1 - 10326

Score level 2

The response:
• Discusses one specific example regarding New York’s role in the American Revolution. (the

Battle of Saratoga).
• Uses some accurate data from one document.  
• Demonstrates weakness in the development of ideas.  The introduction is very weak.
• Attempts to organize an answer but has weakness in organization. The second and third

sentences have little, if any, relation to the task.
• Attempts to express ideas, but the second and third sentences are particularly confusing.
• There is no conclusion.

Conclusion:
Overall, this response best fits the criteria for a score of 2.  Only one example of New York’s role
is discussed and there are weaknesses in organization.  The student uses only one document.
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Practice Set 2—Paper #2 - 08158

Score level 4

The response:
• Fully discuss five specific examples of actions taken by colonists before and/or during the

American Revolution and one specific example of New York’s’ key role in the war, using
information from all the documents.

1) delegates of 9 colonies met in New York City and said Britain can’t tax the 
colonies

2) group of people marched to Bowling Green
3) pulled down statue of King George III
4) melted statue into bullets to fight British
5) Great Chain was placed across Hudson River
6) Battle of Saratoga

• Consistently uses accurate data to discuss New York’s role in the war and actions taken by
colonists in New York.  This information comes largely from the documents, including
details on the Stamp Act and its role in the Revolution. Also, some important relevant out-
side information (Ben Franklin in Paris) is brought into the response.

• Fully develops one example of New York’s role in the war and five actions taken by
colonists in NY before and during the war, by using reasons, details and explanations.  The
discussion shows an understanding of cause/effect relationships.

• Demonstrates a logical plan of organization with an introduction, body, and conclusion.
Each action of colonists is discussed in a separate paragraph.

• Consistently expresses ideas clearly about the actions of colonists in New York before and
during the war and/or New York's role in the American Revolution

Conclusion:
Overall, this response best fits the criteria for a score of 4.  Five specific actions of colonists in
New York and one example of New York’s role in the war are discussed ,although the paragraph
about patriots and loyalists is weak. Much information is taken from the documents although in
the mention of the Great Chain a minor factual error was made.  The essay is well organized.
This paper is an average 4.
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Practice Set 2—Paper #3 - 08166

Score level 3

The response:
• Discusses one example of New York’s role in the American Revolution and one example of

actions taken by colonists in New York during the war.
• Uses accurate data from two of the documents to discuss these two examples.
• Uses a very basic plan of organization.  There is a very brief introduction but no conclusion.

Overall, the organization is weak.  
• Generally expresses ideas clearly, but briefly, in the two examples used.

Conclusion:
Overall, this response fits most of the criteria for a score of 3.  Two examples are discussed,
using information from the relevant documents.  There are weaknesses in the plan of organiza-
tion. It is a very low 3.

Practice Set 2—Paper #4 - 08350

Score level 0

The response:
• Begins to deal with the task but stops before stating anything that can be scored.

Practice Set 2—Paper #5 - 09030
Score level 1

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of the task of discussing actions taken by colonists in New

York before and/or during the Revolutionary War.
• Uses some accurate information from document 1.  Incorrectly interprets document 6 to

imply that the British constructed the Great Chain.
• Uses two documents, but one document is used incorrectly.
• Has weakness in organization. The student’s understanding of the task is unclear.  There is

no conclusion.
• Does not express ideas clearly.  There is a lack of focus on New York’s role in the

Revolution or specific actions taken by colonists in New York.

Conclusion:
This response fits most of the criteria for a score of 1.  The essay does not focus on actions
taken by colonists in New York before and/or during the war or New York's role in the war.  The
organization is very weak and the essay includes incorrect information.



18

Samples of Student Work for Document 1
With Brief Commentaries

Note: See pages 16-19 for the scoring guidelines for each document. Below are
examples of student work for Document 1 only. Teachers can practice scoring
Documents 2 - 6 after they review and discuss the scoring guidelines for each of
these documents.

Document 1-Question 1

Paper # 08126

Score of 2:

Commentary:
This response correctly states that Parliament did not have the right to tax the colonies
because they had no representation in the British government.

1 In December 1765, the delegates from nine colonies met in New York City to prepare a
statement. What did the colonists say in that statement?  [2]
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Document 1-Question 1

Paper # 10262

Score of 2:

Commentary:
This response correctly addresses the question even though it does not specifically mention
representation.

Document 1-Question 1

Paper # 10086

Score of 1:

Commentary:
This response provides an answer that is true and partially correct, but does not completely
answer the question. There is no direct reference to taxation without representation.

1 In December 1765, the delegates from nine colonies met in New York City to prepare a
statement. What did the colonists say in that statement?  [2]

1 In December 1765, the delegates from nine colonies met in New York City to prepare a
statement. What did the colonists say in that statement?  [2]
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Document 1-Question 1

Paper # 08430

Score of 1:

Commentary:
This response is also partially correct with its true statement, but the answer does not com-
pletely address the specific question asked. There is no mention of “taxation without represen-
tation.”

Document 1-Question 1

Paper # 10294

Score of 0:

Commentary:
This response is incorrect. It confuses Stamp Act taxes with components of the Quarterly Act.

1 In December 1765, the delegates from nine colonies met in New York City to prepare a
statement. What did the colonists say in that statement?  [2]

1 In December 1765, the delegates from nine colonies met in New York City to prepare a
statement. What did the colonists say in that statement?  [2]


