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Writer at Work Rubric
AWARD-WINNING

WRITER

•I have clearly stated
and focused main
idea.

•I use important and
relevant details that
both support and
develop my main
idea.

•I have conclusion that
clearly summarizes
the information or
gives my opinion.

•I fully understand the
task and am able to
complete it while
making connections
to the topic.

•The opening of my
paragraph has a clear
focus or purpose.

•I write information in
a logical sequence (in
order).

•I tie all of my ideas
together with
transition words.

•I know the rules of
proper writing. I use
correct capitalization,
punctuation, gram-
mar, and paragraph
form.

•I indent at the begin-
ning of a paragraph.

•I make minor spelling
errors and take risks
spelling words above
grade level.

•I edit my own work.

•I write an easy-to-read
passage with clear,
descriptive language.

•I use sophisticated
vocabulary that is
above my grade level.

•My passage is interest-
ing, well-written, and
engages the reader.

LOCAL JOURNALIST

•I have a thoughtful
main idea.

•I use specific details
to develop the main
idea.

•I have a conclusion
that summarizes the
information or gives
my opinion.

•I complete the task
and make some
connections.

•The opening of my
paragraph has a
purpose.

•I write information in
sequence.

•I have a beginning,
middle, and end.

•Most of the time I use
correct capitalization,
punctuation, and
grammar.

•I usually indent a
paragraph.

•I make very few
errors spelling 
grade-level words.

•I use a checklist when
editing my work.

•I write a factual
paragraph using
some descriptive
words or ideas.

•I use grade-level
vocabulary.

•My passage is brief
but interesting.

SCHOOL NEWS
WRITER

•I need help writing a
main idea sentence.

•I use some details to
support the main
idea.

•I have an incomplete
or weak ending.

•I am able to complete
part of the task
without help.

•I need the teacher’s
help to write a
beginning and an
ending.

•I can write facts for
the middle of my
passage without help.

•I sometimes forget to
capitalize the word at
the beginning of a
sentence and to use a
period at the end.

•I need the teacher to
remind me to indent.

•I need to look at a
basic sight word sheet
to spell correctly.

•I need help editing
my work.

•I write simple
sentences.

•I use basic vocabulary.
•My passage is short

and sometimes I
repeat an idea.

WRITER IN 
TRAINING

•I need help
understanding the
topic.

•I need the teacher’s
help writing
sentences that make
sense about a topic.

•I need my teacher to
show me how to
write about a topic
and put my ideas in
order.

•I forget to use capitals
and periods.

•I need to learn how to
write a complete
sentence.

•I need my teacher’s
help when I edit my
work.

•I use sight words and
simple vocabulary
when I write.

•I need help
expressing myself on
a topic.

CONTENT

ORGANIZATION

MECHANICS
PARAGRAPHING
CAPITALIZATION
PUNCTUATION

GRAMMAR
SPELLING

LANGUAGE USE
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Lesson Planning with CDOS Alignment
Content Area

Standard 1—Career Awareness
See the connection to the world of work

Standard 2—Integrated Learning
Understand how the skills used in this
activity are useful in the world of work

Standard 3a—Foundation Skills 

BASIC SKILLS

Read

Write

Listen

Speak

Mathematics

THINKING SKILLS

Evaluate facts

Solve problems

Make decisions

PERSONAL QUALITIES

Plan

Organize

Self-manage

Act independently

INTERPERSONAL SKILLS

Cooperate

Participate as a team member

TECHNOLOGY

Select appropriate technology

Use appropriate technology

MANAGING INFORMATION

Access information

Communicate information appropriately

MANAGING RESOURCES
Use resources effectively to complete
tasks

SYSTEMS
Understand and work effectively with-
in a given system

Title of Lesson

OBJECTIVES:

DESCRIPTION:

MODIFICATIONS:

MATERIALS/RESOURCES:

ASSESSMENT/EVALUATION:



340

Career Development Rubric
Name: Date:
Assignment:

This Student Can:

Standard 1—Career Awareness
See the connection to the world of work

Standard 2—Integrated Learning
Understand how the skills used in this 
activity are useful in the world of work

Standard 3a—Foundation Skills 

BASIC SKILLS

Read

Write

Listen

Speak

Use mathematics skills

THINKING SKILLS

Evaluate facts

Solve problems

Make decisions

PERSONAL QUALITIES

Plan

Organize

Self-manage

Act independently

INTERPERSONAL SKILLS

Cooperate

Participate as a team member

TECHNOLOGY

Select appropriate technology

Use appropriate technology

MANAGING INFORMATION

Access information

Communicate information appropriately

MANAGING RESOURCES
Use resources effectively to complete tasks

SYSTEMS
Understand and work effectively within 
a given system

Remarkable
Evidence

Acceptable
Evidence

Minimal
Evidence

No
Evidence 

N/A

*Use this rubric to assess the presence of the career development skills in the content areas—K-12
** The categories of evidence can be viewed as a continuum from the highest level at the far left of Remarkable Evidence to the lowest level at the far right of No
Evidence.    Developed by Carol Bliefernich, Narrowsburg Central School, Narrowsburg, NY 12764 Blief@Yahoo.com 1999.


