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Description of Course

Financial Planning is a computer-based semester course designed to explore, apply, and monitor investment information needed to take advantage of financial opportunities at different earning levels throughout life.  Students will identify goals based on needs and wants at four different stages of life, forecast earnings for each stage and select financial investments that will assist in the effective and efficient management of personal assets to achieve these goals.

I. Orientation to Financial Software and On-Line Services

A. Microsoft Windows 95

B. Microsoft Excel  97

C. Microsoft PowerPoint 97

D. Netscape Communicator 4



E. Financial Software Programs

F. On-Line Services

II. Overview of the Investment World

A. Wall Street and the Stock Exchanges

B. Global Economy and Financial Investments

C. Federal Reserve System

D. Government Reports

E. Financial Planning

III. Decision-Making Model

A. Applying the decision-making model to budgets and financial investments

B. Determining Goals, Needs and Wants at Different Stages of Life

1. 22-29

2. 30-45

3. 46-65

4. over 65 years

IV. Preparing and Using Budgets

A. Preparing a flexible budget at four different stages of life

B. Applying “what-if” statements to analyze budgets

V. Insurance Investments

A. Risk and Insurance

B. Types of insurance

C. Insurance as an investment

D. Preparing an insurance portfolio

E. Career opportunities in the insurance industry

VI. Developing  a Financial Investment Plan

A. Reading and interpreting financial literature

B. Financial terminology

C. Developing a financial investment plan for each stage of life

D. Using data from economic indicators

E. Using financial information database programs

F. Preparing a computerized investment portfolio

VII. Types of  Financial Investments

A. Banking investments

B. Government investments

C. Corporate investments

D. Mutual Fund investments

E. Annuity investments

F. Real Estate investments

G. Natural resource investments

H. Futures contract investments

I. Collection investments

J. Career opportunities in the financial investment industry

VIII. Investments and Taxation

A. Tax preferences for investments

B. Passive vs. Active investment income

C. Reporting investment income and losses on tax returns

IX. Real Estate Investments

A. Types of real estate investment

B. Tax preferences for real estate investments

C. Career opportunities in the real estate industry

X. Retirement Investments

A. Types of retirement investments

B. Tax preferences and restrictions on retirement income

C. Sources of retirement financial investment information







