To The Students of the Essential Skills Course (ESCape)


Many of your colleagues were instrumental in developing this class.  The school board members do interviews with past graduates asking them what it was they liked, disliked, learned, and most importantly, what they wish they had learned.  Your Business Department has done the same by taking that idea and doing some extensive interviewing ourselves.  We talked to past graduates, recent graduates, and present students to anticipate the needs of our members.


The Essential Skills Course will be “cutting-edge” in its design.  It will include those everyday things you will need to know and do for economic and life success.  There will be no singular textbook, but many outside readings.  By using our connection with the business community and our technology as an interactive on-line learning tool, your experience will be fresh and dynamic.  Many of the course sections will require on-line research and discovery.  All of the segments include a communications spotlight that will require some of you to give a presentation.  You may choose a topic to “teach the class” in the beginning of the course.


Students participating in this experience will be developing the needed skills to hit life running.  Preparing for economic success and success in everyday life is the goal of this timely student-oriented class.  We, as a class, will give every opportunity to our members,  not just to graduate, but to graduate from South Glens Falls prepared to live.


Many of the sections deal with the knowledge usually attained at the school of hard Knocks.  For example, many of our interviewees said that they had paid full price for their first car and were robbed by the interest rates and hidden charges.  If they knew “not to pay the sticker price,” each would have been much better off.  Other sections are fundamental in their design.  We will take everyday responsibilities and explore them in-depth.  Pitfalls of credit, the real cost of renting, planning for financial independence are all areas that each and every member will have to face in the not to distant future. 


The evolution of this course will be in the hands of you, our members, past and present.  The issues of today and the trends of tomorrow will dictate each year’s curriculum, or should I say experience.  Life is hard enough; go out prepared to live life to the fullest.


Expectations:  Each member will…

· ESCape solitude and work as a team participant when required.

· ESCape illiteracy and be required to read one piece of pertinent literature.

· ESCape teacher dictated lessons, be involved in the development of learning.

· ESCape idleness and be required to teach the lessons of one session.

· ESCape silence and be asked to participate in our many discussions.

· ESCape apathy and be involved in each project to the benefit of all

· ESCape irresponsibility and keep up with outside readings and homework.

· ESCape boredom and enjoy the learning experience and share that joy with other members.

SOFTWARE PROPOSAL

Dealing with real-life situations is a prime focus of our new ESCape course.  During the research segment of our summer writing experience, we previewed a simulation demo which we feel will provide the ESCape students with a culminating activity which encompasses the essential skills incorporated into this course.

The following information highlight this student-centered, interactive simulation:

On Your Own 2000

On your Own 2000 is a personal finance simulation which includes true-to-life jobs, incomes, prices, and expenses based on the size of the community.  The simulation provides students the opportunity of practicing a variety of skills.  They will be job hunting, apartment hunting, buying a car, choosing a financial institution, and setting up a budget.  They will begin dealing, day to day, with the spending decisions we all have to face – and they are in complete control of their finances.

· Can they meet the financial challenges they are going to face?

· Will they be able to stick to their budget?

· Will they make smart investment choices?

· Will they pay their bills on time or spend too much money shopping at the many stores in town?

· Will they save money by eating at home or eat out every day?

· Will they protect themselves from unexpected expenses and emergencies with savings and insurance or just take a change on going bankrupt?

· Will they be frugal with their money or go deeply into debt?

They are in complete control of their finances!  Placement in our ESCape segment, On Your Own, seemed the likely location for this authentic assessment tool.

ESCape Semester Schedule

	Segment
	Content Description
	Computer

Software
	Learning

Standards

	1
	WHO WANTS TO BE A MILLIONARE

· Investing

· The time value of money

· Electronic banking

· Shopping for your bank

· Real estate

· Communications spotlight
	Netscape

MSN

MS Office
	ELA 1.1

MST 1

CDOS 1.1

SS 4.2

MST 2

MST 3

	2
	BEHIND THE SCENES OF THE EMPLOYMENT GAME

· Dress for success

· Securing that job


Resume


Interview


Networking

· Confessions of local employers


(what are employers really 
looking for)

· The real benefit of benefits

· Communications spotlight
	Netscape

MSN

MS Office
	CDOS 3A 1-8

CDOS 3B1

CDOS 3B3

CDOS 3B5

ELA 1.2

	3
	THE VALUE OF LIFE-LONG LEARNING

· College financing

· Dynamics of the changing workforce

· Assigned outside reading

· Student-generated topics

· Class presentations spotlight
	Netscape

MSN

MS Office
	ELA 1.1

CDOS 2.1

SS4.2

MST 2

MST 3

ELA 1.2

	4
	ON YOUR OWN

· The ins and outs of credit

· Making major purchases

· The insurance game

· Income tax

· On Your Own simulation

· Communications spotlight
	Netscape

MSN

MS Office

C.W. Pubs.
	CDOS 1.1

SS4.2

MST 2

ELA 1.2

CDOS3A.1

CDOS3B.1

CDOS3B.3



	5
	THE ULTIMATE SELF

· Power of positive thinking – mind

· An ounce of prevention (nutrition) – body

· Managing stress – soul

· Communications spotlight
	Netscape

MSN

MS Office
	CDOS 3A5

CDOS 3A2

CDOS 3A4

CDOS 3B1

CDOS 3B6

	6
	THEY AIN’T THE BOSS OF ME

· Working for someone else v. working for yourself

· The BIZ-TECH experience
	Netscape

MSN
	ELA 1.1

CDOS 2.1

SS4.2

MST 2

MST 3

	
	Final Assessment
	
	


Each of these categories provides a number of student-centered activities where students can demonstrate the skills and knowledge presented in each segment.  The following Learning Standards apply:

Evaluate facts, solve advanced problems, and make decisions by applying logic and reasoning 
skills.

Use technology to acquire, organize and communicate information by entering, modifying, 
retrieving, and storing data.

Prepare, maintain, interpret/analyze, and transmit/distribute information in a variety of formats.

Work as a team to decide how resources should be allocated to accomplish a task.

Evaluation:


Class Assignments/Discussions
20%


Tests and Quizes


20%


Projects



20%


Homework/Outside Reading

20%


Final Assessment


20%

College credit may be available for the BIZ-TECH portion of this course; details pending.

