December 2016


REMINDER Talk to your Faculty/Staff about How to Become an MV-283 Cardholder

This topic is one of the most asked about here in the DTSE office. It can’t be said enough – Bring it up to your staff.  Give them the information about how easy, worthwhile and valuable it is to possess the MV-283 credential.

I urge you to mention at your next staff meeting that this credential is a tool that can be kept in your back pocket forever.

* The process is 12 credits in total.  
* After the first 6, he/she can get a Provisional credential good for up to 4 years.
* The other 6 credits need to be completed before the Provisional expires.
* I’ve been told that the money spent on classes is made up within the first year of teaching (if not sooner).
* It’s an AMAZING option for someone looking for extra money (Single and need to fill your time? New Parent? Retired?)
* Also, you can get it and work at other schools, BOCES and colleges (Restrictions MAY apply)


It’s a great option for your School/Staff – Here’s Why:
1. They know the kids/families already
1. You’re paying someone you know and like – Keeping it within the “School Family”
1. Better instruction because it’s not a stranger/substitute
1. Better communication with families
1. You can farm out the driving (if necessary) to a Driving School and allow them to do what they’re good at – lessons.
1. It gives your school ownership over your program!


Click the link below for more information: 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de/accredit.html


NYSDTSEA Conference - Saturday, March 4, 2017
This year’s NYSDTSEA Conference will be on Saturday, March 4th at the Turning Stone Conference Center in Verona, NY.

This is a great opportunity for your school’s administration and driver education staff to see first-hand, the DTSE Association at its finest.  Meet other driver education teachers, administrators, driving school owners/instructors, as well as state employees from the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles and the NYS Education Department.

If you are not already a member, please consider joining this wonderful team.  The price is minimal (approximately $20/yr) and allows for ample information, ideas and people who are all trying to make driver education as great as it can be. 

Non-members are encouraged to attend, as well. See below for details. 

http://nysdtsea-frontview.weebly.com/ 



Wishing you a Safe and Happy Holiday Season!
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NEW Spring 2017 DE-1 form
If your program will be expiring 1/31/17 (or thereabout), please take note.  The new DE-1 form must be filled out and sent into the address listed underneath the last signature in section 9 if your school would like to continue offering Driver Education.  The DE-1 form is necessary for schools whose program approval is coming to an end. This form will allow your school to request 3 more years of approval for your driving program.  Below is the link necessary to print out the new DE-1 form as well as an Assistance Form you can use in order to help you through the process.  
 
On a side note, we ask that you use the form for assistance before emailing or calling.  It’s usually quite busy, so it’s helpful if you try it on your own first, but if you need help – please feel free to contact the office for assistance.


Here is the website:  http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de/forms.html 

-Click on “Spring 2016 DE-1 Form” (for the actual form)
-Click on “DE-1 & DE-1A Assistance form”  (for assistance with filling out the form)   




Driver Education Research and Innovation Center (DERIC) Update

The Driver Education Research and Innovation Center (DERIC) is a collaborative effort between the New York State (NYS) Department of Health, the NYS Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee, the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles, the NYS Education Department, and Health Research Inc. DERIC was created to identify, develop and recommend driver education curricula that are relevant, engaging and developmentally appropriate. The goal is to develop a standardized driver education curriculum that increases safe driving behaviors and is sought after by parents, students and instructors. 

DERIC is using a modular approach to develop this curriculum. Individual modules are developed by a curriculum development subcommittee, which is composed of public and private sector stakeholders who are knowledgeable in a variety of disciplines related to teen driving safety, driver education and curriculum development. 

Seven modules have already been developed, including: Distracted Driving/Driver Inattention; Signs, Signals and Markings; Unsafe Speed; Occupant Protection; Sharing the Road; Driving in Different Environments and Conditions; and Getting Familiar with Your Vehicle. Two additional modules were completed in September 2016 (Impaired Driving; and Physical and Mental Health Effects on Driving), and will be pilot tested during the upcoming spring semester.  

The next set of modules currently under development are: Vehicle Control and Driving Maneuvers; Vision, Space and Risk Management; and Emergency Response and Recovery. These modules will be complete by September 2017 2015, with plans to pilot test beginning during the spring 2017 semester 

If you are interested in pilot testing or module development, please contact Betsy Rees at: 518-402-7900 or elizabeth.rees@health.ny.gov.




Buckling Up
	[image: thanksgiving 600]
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND TRAVEL 2016
This Thanksgiving weekend, millions will hit our nation's roads, eager to spend time with family and friends. It’s one of the busiest travel times of the year, and unfortunately more people on the roadways means the potential for more vehicle crashes.
[image: Buckle Up 200x150]During the Thanksgiving holiday weekend in 2014 (6 p.m. on Wednesday, November 26, to 5:59 a.m. on Monday, December 1), 341 passenger vehicle occupants were killed in traffic crashes across the nation. Tragically, 50% of those killed were not buckled up at the time of their fatal crash.
Use these social norming marketing tools, which can be distributed to fit your local needs and objectives. These materials can help partner your office with other States, communities, and organizations on this seat belt safety initiative.
[image: arrow-10x10] Click here get your campaign materials now.
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Be Careful During the Holiday Season

	[image: BuzzedBanner]
Pre-Holiday Season Drunk Driving Prevention
November 25 - December 11, 2016[image: Buzzed Driving] 
The holiday season is right around the corner. As we prepare for festivities with family and friends, NHTSA wants to remind all drivers that it’s dangerous to drive after drinking.
You have to choose your role before drinking begins: will you drink or will you drive? Remember, even if you only have a little bit to drink and think you’re "okay to drive," you could still be over the legal limit, because Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving.
Click here and get your campaign materials now.
 
[image: TrafficSafetyMarketing.gov]
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Reminder – Program, Teacher, and Instructor Approvals
It is, and always has been, the policy within the DTSE Office that program approval forms (DE-1 and DE-1A) will be processed approximately four weeks from the date which they are received. Forms that have been submitted which include errors or missing materials may incur additional processing time. 
**All approvals and changes must be made PRIOR TO using any new teachers/instructors. If a teacher or instructor has not been officially approved by NYSED’s DTSE Office, you must wait until such paperwork has been approved.**
Note: DTSE Guidelines Section 1, Item 1:
The New York State Education Department (NYSED) must approve all Driver and Traffic Safety Education (DTSE) courses offered by public and nonpublic secondary schools, colleges, and BOCES prior to the commencement of instruction. (See V&T law 507 item 1)



Making up Classes
Many have recently asked if students could do an assignment as a “make up” for an absence.  The answer is NO.
Students who miss a lecture must make up lecture time.  Students who miss driving time must make up the driving time.  Assignments are not a suitable alternative, although assignments may be given in addition to any make-ups a student must attend.

Please note – a student may only have a maximum of 90 minutes of lecture per day.  Students may only do a maximum of 90 minutes of in-car observation/driving per day.   Students may not surpass those totals per day for any reason.  It is important to also note that a student may NOT attend 2 lecture classes in one day or double in-car sessions per day.  Please see the DTSE Guidelines for further information, but if there are any questions, please feel free to call or email to discuss.  



Project Ignition
Project Ignition is a program of the National Youth Leadership Council, with support from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). In partnership with NHTSA, Project Ignition students work to effectively increase seat belt usage among teens — a safety precaution that is proven to save lives in motor vehicle crashes. The Project Ignition toolkit is a step-by-step resource to create a service learning program in high schools to reduce distracted driving and increase seat belt usage in teens.  
 
It’s a great way of creating a micro-level occupant protection program from scratch with active student participation.
 
Some of the helpful resources in the kit include: 
·         A guide on selecting adult and student leadership
·         Personality assessment to place students in appropriate working groups
·         Template for a work plan, budget, SMART goal setting, and evaluation
·         A guide for students to create pre & post seat belt survey
·         How to create “hot spots” with data
·         An effective student outreach and media guide 
·         Tips for civic and social engagement with local legislators, businesses, non-profits, and law enforcement 
·         Creative ideas, such as sending weekly text reminders to buckle up

At the end of the program, students are active promoters of highway safety.  The smallest changes can yield the biggest results because those tiny little habits add up — to make a profound difference.  
The toolkit and other service learning resources can be accessed at  https://nylc.org   Questions about Project Ignition can be directed to Alexandra Holliday (alexandra.holliday@dot.gov). 


What Administrative Certification Numbers are needed under section 9?  Where to find them?

The certification number has been a part of the Driver Education paperwork process for over a year now, but there is still some confusion as to what it is and where to find it.

-Administrative Certification usually only pertains to Public schools, but Nonpublic school administrators who received their administrative certification must include their certification number as well.
-The Administrative Certification numbers can usually be found in either HR or personnel offices. 
-Superintendents will usually have a “School District Administrator” or “School District Leader” certification
-Principals/Assistant Principals, and often times Deans, etc. will have a “School Building Administrator” or “School Building Leader” certification.
-Sometimes the certification number is a Social Security number – if this is the case, you have 2 options:
          -There’s often a control number below the Administrative certification number which may be written in lieu of the SS#
          -If only the SS# is listed, and there is no control#, you may write dashes and the last 4 digits  (ex. --- -- 1234)



How to Become a Lecture Teacher (MV-283 card)
Many of you have been calling and asking for advice on how to give your programs more “ownership”.  Having a MV-283 cardholder (lecture teacher) on staff is the easiest way of doing this.  
Any current or retired teacher can get their MV-283 card.  The process is fairly straightforward and not terribly difficult.  The person interested in the credential must take a total of 12 college level credits.  After the first 6 credits are completed, a Provisional credential may be requested.  The Provisional MV-283 is good for up to 4 years.  This means that the teacher has up to 4 years to complete the final 6 credits.  Getting a Provisional credential allows the person taking the courses to secure a job much sooner than if they went through the entire 12 credits at once. Below are four easy steps to get you started.
· First, check out the 3 colleges that offer the appropriate courses and choose the one for you.  http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de/accredit.html
· Next, take at least the first 6 credits necessary. Some schools may have the first 6 credits completely or mostly online.
· Once the first 6 are completed, you can fill out and send in the appropriate paperwork (DE-2 form) for a Provisional a credential. The same paperwork (DE-2 form) would be sent in for the Permanent credential, as well.  http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de/forms.html
· Once the paperwork is received, the MV-283 card should be mailed approximately 6-8 weeks later

Feel free to call or email with any concerns or questions you may have concerning the MV-283 card process. As school leaders, exploring these options could only benefit your DTSE program.  Having a current or retired staff member teach your lecture classes allows for better communication, knowledge of students, flexibility, parent engagement, and better control of your program. It may still be necessary to contract with a driving school for the in-car portion, but the actual teaching portion would be controlled 100% by the school. For further details concerning MV-283 cards, you can refer back to our April 2015 Journal. http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de/news.html

** Please note that once your classes are completed, an official transcript and driver’s license must accompany your paperwork.  Please also be aware that finishing the initial 6, or even all 12 credits does not automatically provide you with a MV-283 credential.  You must fill out and send in the appropriate paperwork for you to receive a MV-283 card.**
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Parent Handbook – Now Available
The DMV has created a new Parent handbook to be distributed.  It’s a helpful resource that is likely to decrease stress associated with having a child transition into a new driver.

Younger drivers are involved in more crashes than other age groups and the crashes that involve teens also tend to be more serious. However these crashes are preventable. New York State’s (NYS) Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) law is designed to prevent teen crashes by helping teens gradually and safely build their skills and gain experience behind the wheel. The NYS GDL law is responsible for a 60% decrease in crashes for 16 and 17 year-old drivers. 

While the NYS GDL law is effective at lowering teen crash risk, it is an extremely complicated system with differing rules depending on the driver’s geographic region, stage of licensure and time of day. For effective enforcement and compliance to occur, law enforcement officers and parents must understand the components of the GDL. To address these barriers, NYSDOH staff, with the aid of the Young Driver Team (comprised of representatives from NYS Department of Health, Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee, NYS Department of Motor Vehicles, NYS Police, and NYS Association of Chiefs of Police), developed GDL reference guides for law enforcement officers and parents. The tools provide a summary of GDL law and include information by licensing stage and region as well as driving restrictions and requirements (i.e., nighttime and passenger restrictions, required hours of practice, etc.). The tools are available online and can also be ordered free of charge by contacting Annie Mirabito at injury@heath.ny.gov or 518-402-7900.


Updating MV-524 Cards
September 30th is the date many MV-524 cards will be coming due for renewal.  As mentioned in previous emails, the driving schools were able to send in those renewal packets since July.  If your school is still waiting on these MV-524 cards, contacting the driving school you contract with would be prudent.

If you need assistance on how to update these MV-524 card holders, the link is here:  

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de/forms.html   (Click “DE-1& DE-1A Assistance form”)



REMINDER MV-285s and MV-285Rs (Rosters)
Please note that MV-285Rs must be sent in within 2 weeks of completion of your DTSE Course.  Please also note that as of the August 2015 guidelines, Client ID numbers must be listed on the MV-285R.  
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[bookmark: gd_top][image: Hot Cars Kill Kids  
Every 10 days, vehicular heatstroke kills a child in the United States. Every 10 days, a parent loses a child to a preventable death. Since 1998, there have been 687 deaths, 26 of which happened this year. It's time to stop vehicular heatstroke from killing our children. The time to take action is now! 
On August 12, NHTSA will tweet every 15 minutes for 24 hours to raise awareness about the dangers of heatstroke. Join us in this life-saving conversation with tweets and retweets of your own. Take this message to your friends, families, and followers, and tell them to share it, too.
Who: NHTSA and YOU! 
What: #HeatstrokeKills Tweet Up 
When: Friday, August 12, 2016 
Where: www.twitter.com/NHTSAgov 

]Look Before You Lock
[image: H1]

[image: How: Follow the conversation using the hashtag #HeatstrokeKills. Feel free to mention @NHTSAgov in any of your tweets and we will get back to as many questions and comments as we can! Remember to include #HeatstrokeKills in your comments so others can follow along with the conversation, too. 
Invite your friends and followers to join us and spread this important message. 
Spread the message. Make a difference. Take action. Save a life
]
	

	





Reminder - MV-524 cards expiring 9/30/16
The DMV’s Bureau of Driver Training Programs is NOW accepting and processing the renewal applications for Driving School Instructor Certificates (MV-524 cards) expiring 9/30/16.  Licensed driving schools were sent a routine reminder via e-mail in July.  

We recommend that you contact any/all licensed driving schools your program contracts with (if you contract with any) and confirm which instructors listed for your program have MV-524 Driving School Instructor Certificates that expire 9/30/2016.  These instructors can only teach for your program as long as their MV-524 is valid.

Feel free to forward this email to your driving school.  

DMV has posted information regarding the renewal of Driving School Instructor Certificates on their website at https://dmv.ny.gov/driver-training/renew-driving-school-instructor-certificate. 


Reminder – DE-1/DE-1A Paperwork
Just a reminder that minimum of 4 weeks should be allowed for processing of all paperwork.  No lecture teacher (MY-283) or driving instructor (MV-524) is to interact with students prior to SED approval.


Find previous DTSE Tips here:  http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de/news.html 
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Check Your Program Status For Updates
Since most programs are approved for 3 years, there are often changes made within the program during that time. Updating your program is a very important requirement.

Typical items that may require updates include:

- DTSE Administrator Name
- New Teachers/Instructors (or removing past teachers/instructors)
- Email addresses (primary and secondary, if needed)
- LENS accounts – Many account holders are being locked out because you’ve lost your password or let it expire
- Anything else you think might need to be updated for your program 


Check Your Program Status For Amendments
Make sure you are aware of when your program needs to amend something, and when your program is going to expire!  This information is located on your CAN (Course Approval Notification) letter, and should be kept in a secure place. Please keep all CAN letters sent to you.

When possible, a reminder email is sent to schools indicating an upcoming program expiration; however, it is really the school’s responsibility to know when this date will occur.  Again, this date is listed on your CAN letter.  Unfortunately, a few schools whose reminders were sent in April, had them go to their SPAM folder, and it truly affected their programs.


MV-524 cards expiring 9/30/16
The DMV’s Bureau of Driver Training Programs is NOW accepting and processing the renewal applications for Driving School Instructor Certificates (MV-524 cards) expiring 9/30/16.  Licensed driving schools have been sent a routine reminder via e-mail.  

We recommend that you contact any/all licensed driving schools your program contracts with (if you contract with any) and confirm which instructors listed for your program have MV-524 Driving School Instructor Certificates that expire 9/30/2016.  These instructors can only teach for your program as long as their MV-524 is valid.

Feel free to forward this email to your driving school.  

DMV has posted information regarding the renewal of Driving School Instructor Certificates on their website at https://dmv.ny.gov/driver-training/renew-driving-school-instructor-certificate. 



A Video You May Find Useful
Jane Townsend, from the New York State Driver & Traffic Safety Education Association (NYSDTSEA) requested that our office bring awareness to this video.  She feels it’s very useful and would be appreciated by many Driver Education Teachers out there.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uu2nrYow-KU
JUNE 2016

Just an FYI…
I know many of you have been calling and emailing about your DE-1s and DE-1As…and MV-283s. I am working as fast as I can!  I am currently 212 deep and about 4-6 weeks behind. This means, if you sent in your paperwork on May 13th, it’ll be around June 13th when I actually get to it.  I’m trying my best, and KNOW that it’s tough not knowing if you will be approved before your Summer program is set to begin.  While I am not against you calling or emailing, the more time I spend talking on the phone and emailing back, the less time I can dedicate to your paperwork. 

This also means that if you want to have a course beginning July 1st and you didn’t send it in until June 8th – IT CANNOT START UNTIL THE PROGRAM IS APPROVED.  

I know this is a problem for some of you, but I went above and beyond for each one of you.  As it states at the bottom of your CAN letters, 


“Note: No notification will be sent to alert programs of pending expiration. It is the school, college, or BOCES responsibility to reapply for NYS-DTSE course approval upon expiration of previous approval”


*****If I’m missing something I WILL call you. I won’t just send it back without your knowledge (I promise).******


Thank you so much for your patience. 


A 2nd FYI…
It’s come to my attention that one of the programs approved for Driver Education wanted to do distance learning in order to accommodate more students.  This is NOT allowed.  The lecture and driving portions of your Driver Education program MUST be done in person.  Please make sure that your program is compliant with all DTSE guidelines for the safety and sake of your school/program and more importantly – your students.


PLEASE PASS THIS ON!!!  (This shouldn’t even be a thing)  [image: Heatstroke]

Vehicle Heatstroke Prevention
Did know that heatstroke is the leading cause of vehicular non-crash-related deaths for children under 14?  In fact, an average of 37 children die from vehicle heatstroke each year.
While it seems like an impossible mistake to make, every parent or caregiver can potentially become distracted, and distractions often fuel this devastating situation. No one is immune. Yet, this tragedy is 100% preventable.
We each have a role to play to help keep our kids safe. Help us share live-saving tips and resources with as many people as we can.
[image: http://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/newtsm/images/arrow.gif] Click here to get your Heatstroke Prevention Toolkit (English/Spanish).
[image: http://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/newtsm/images/arrow.gif] Click here for additional traffic safety marketing campaign materials.
 [image: TSM Logo]

Finally….

HAPPY SUMMER!  Have a SAFE, HAPPY, HEALTHY, SUN-FILLED Summer!!

Mary 
Driver & Traffic Safety Education
Career & Technical Education Team
89 Washington Avenue, Room 315EB 
Albany, NY  12234
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(518)402-5114 F
www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de















[image: and]MAY 2016

It’s Global Youth Safety Month!!               
Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month!!

Global Youth Safety Month information – attachments included in this email

Celebrate Global Youth Traffic Safety Month this May! The New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) is encouraging high schools to conduct activities during the month of May to raise awareness and help reduce teen traffic related deaths and injuries in New York State.  

It's fun and easy to participate!  Just follow these three steps:
1. Read over the attached activity packet.  It's full of easy and fun activities to help you empower teens to make a difference in traffic safety.  
1. Send us an email explaining which activity/activities you are planning to do and roughly how many students will participate in order to receive a supply of traffic safety prizes to distribute (while supplies last). Fill out the order form  and  attach it to your email if you would also like to receive  educational materials
1. Make sure to email us at injury@health.ny.gov by May 15th . 
 
If you have any questions, please either email Annie Mirabito at anne.mirabito@health.ny.gov  or call (518) 402-7900.  

Let's work together to keep New York's teens safe!


	[image: Share The Road]
	May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month
Share the Road

During Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month in May - and during the rest of the year - drivers of all other vehicles and all road users are reminded to safely "share the road" with motorcyclists, and to be extra alert to help keep motorcyclists safe. Click here for "Share the Road" campaign materials.




A Plea for Help!!
As always, I know I can count on you, the field, to step up to the plate when assistance is needed…

If anyone of you MV-283 card holders is willing (and I hope you are) to participate in developing Curriculum for upcoming Driver Education modules, please contact Betsy Rees.  You don’t have to physically be here for the in person meetings – you can call in!!  Maybe email some ideas?  The bottom line is that WE WANT TEACHER INPUT!!! YOU are the ones who know what will and won’t work.  YOU are the ones that have fantastic ideas and I’m sure your specific knowledge is AMAZING.  LET US HAVE IT!!  Give us what works and doesn’t.  (Pretty, pretty please) BE A PART OF THE PROCESS!!!!
If you’re interested in helping us to develop curriculum for the upcoming modules, you can email Betsy Reese at: 
elizabeth.rees@health.ny.gov.  (Thank you in advance!!)

  Please, please, please!!!!!
Amigos don’t let amigos drive drunk
         [image: Cinco de Mayo]

Knowledge is POWER – Pass it on to anyone who might want to read this email.  

Ps. Also – If you’re forwarding this to others, have them give me their info so I can update my lists.  I have a lot of MV-283 card holders whose emails and phone numbers are blank on my database.  
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                        [image: http://media2.s-nbcnews.com/j/msnbc/components/video/__new/_news%20channel/nc_safetywarn1_151110.nbcnews-ux-1080-600.jpg]

April is National Distracted Driving Month…  Please, please reconsider texting while driving – please!!

On a personal note, there isn’t a day that goes by that I don’t see multiple people on the road texting while driving, talking on the phone without a hands-free device, or doing silly things like shaving or doing make-up while driving.  

As educators we need to be better.  As parents/grandparents/sisters/brothers/aunts/uncles/humans/etc. WE NEED TO BE BETTER.  Please don’t be the reason someone loses a loved one – or be the loved one who was lost because it couldn’t wait.  It can, I promise!!! 

In keeping with the distracted driving theme, here are some apps for your phone:

(I’m not endorsing any…just some options I’m passing on to you )
1. Road Ready (Apple)
2. Steer Clear (Apple)
3. Safe Driver (Apple 
4. Safely Go (Android)
5. DriveMode (AT&T)
6. Drive First (Sprint)

Reasons to use an App:
I use an app for my phone.  It’s wonderful for a few reasons: 

1. It tells whomever is texting or calling that I’m driving. (This way they know I’m busy).
2. It allows for that immediate gratification of an answer from me to my friend/loved one. 
3. I’m not distracted from my driving. 
4. No one will die or get hurt due to my distracted driving. 
5. The app turns on once I hit about 20 mph – automatically.
6. I personalized my message so when it pops up, it’s not generic or weird.  It’s ME telling THEM I’m busy.
7. It’s free.  Some apps may not be, but the one I use is free.

*** You will never see me texting while driving…or talking on the phone…or doing make-up.***  

Reminder!!!!   NEW Summer DE-1 Form in online
Just a quick reminder to everyone receiving this email…

Since I sent out the new Summer 2016 DE-1 form, I’ve already started receiving lots of forms in the mail.  Make sure you don’t sit on your renewal, because the sooner it gets into me, the sooner I’ll be able to get to your school and approve it.  I’m looking at 300ish school renewals/amendments/new MV-283 card holder applications.  I can only work so fast – don’t forget my dears, there’s only one of me!!!

If your program expired 8/31/15 or will be expiring soon (end of the Spring semester) here’s the link I sent to the schools the came up in my query. 

You’ll find the Summer DE-1 form here, and 2 links below is the DE-1/DE-1A Assistance form… http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de/forms.html 

**If I missed your school in my query, make sure you let me know a correct email address to have in the database!!**
Stay safe out there!!!
Mary 





MARCH 2016

Short but important email this month.  Please take the time to read it, and as always – pass it on to those who might find it helpful or interesting.   


****Pilot Testing – VERY Important! – PLEASE Read and consider helping!!!*****
This is an extremely important task that I am actually BEGGING for your help with.  I’ve been part of an interagency workgroup for about 4 years now.  We’ve been working non-stop to create a new Driver Education Curriculum for all of you out there running or teaching in driver Ed programs.  The last time NYS developed a curriculum was 1989.  It’s long overdue, and we want to do the most amazing job that we can.  We’ve had experts from many fields on each of the planning panels and now it’s YOUR turn to help make this curriculum the best it can be.  

We need schools to volunteer to pilot test these modules.  We need you to pilot test ONLY ONE.  One is ALL WE’RE ASKING FOR!!!  This is your time to give us your thoughts and opinions on the material.  When has the state ever asked for your opinion?  When have you been asked to HELP PLAN A CURRICULUM????  THIS IS YOUR CHANCE!!!!!

Pilot testing is needed more than ever! Please consider running one module!!  It’s literally one lesson area.  All we ask is that you run the module and all of its parts.  It’s going to be too long.  We know that going in.  It’s going to take longer than you want it to because we need you to test ALL OF THE PARTS (activities, too).  Then we will ask you to give information on whether it went well, whether you didn’t like certain activities, how it can be better, etc.  The only part of this ONE MODULE you won’t like is the length. But we MUST test all parts for the research to be valid.  

Can you please commit to this?  I’m not asking for your first born – I’m asking for you to be part of this curriculum because it’s what you teach.  YOU’RE THE ONES OUT THERE WHO KNOW WHAT NEEDS TO BE TAUGHT.  It’s what needs to be done – and 
WE WANT YOUR INPUT!!!!

For information and to volunteer for a pilot test, you can email Betsy Reese at elizabeth.rees@health.ny.gov. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Update!!!  This was included in February’s email, but there have been many questions.  

MV-285Rs – NEW SHEET on the website! – Only works when opened in Internet Explorer!
There’s an updated MV-285r Student MV-285 Roster on the website to be used for all DTSE Programs.  Make sure you use the newest sheet!!
Find it here:  http://dmv.ny.gov/forms/mv285r.pdf  

Mary 

Driver & Traffic Safety Education
Career & Technical Education Team
89 Washington Avenue, Room 315EB 
Albany, NY  12234
(518)486-1547 P
(518)402-5114 F
www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de
FEBRUARY 2016

Just a couple of topics I’d like to address in this email…

NYSDTSEA Conference March 5th – (Please)BE THERE!! (I will be)

I discussed this last month, but wanted to write about it again since this is the last time I’ll be emailing before the actual conference.

The NYS Driver & Traffic Safety Education Association holds an annual conference. If you possess a MV-283 card and you’re not already a member YOU
SHOULD CONSIDER BECOMING ONE!!!! This association bleeds Driver Ed blood! They’re all so dedicated and wonderful. It’s made up of a group of teachers all possessing the MV-283 credential – all teaching their hearts out in DTSE programs throughout the state.

Please consider joining here… http://www.nysdtsea.org/documents/nysdtsea_membership_form.pdf

1. Click on the link
1. Print out
1. Send it in w/a check!!
1. Voila! You’re a member!


It’s like $20 a year to be a member!! See the chart
[image: cid:image001.jpg@01D149F8.3F6E3800]  


**Check out the agenda right here… http://nysdtseafrontview.weebly.com/conference-program-2016.html

**Registration and Directions/Accommodations here… http://nysdtsea-frontview.weebly.com/2016-state-conference.html



MV-285Rs – NEW SHEET on the website!
There’s a updated MV-285r Student MV-285 Roster on the website to be used for all DTSE Programs.  Make sure you use the newest sheet!!
Find it here:  http://dmv.ny.gov/forms/mv285r.pdf  



Lastly…..

	[image: SaferRide App small]
	SaferRide, NHTSA's New Mobile App 

During St Patrick's Day, and throughout the year, NHTSA's new SaferRide app will help keep drunk drivers off our roads by allowing users to call a taxi or a friend and by identifying their location so they can be picked up. 
For Android devices, from Google Play store:
- https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nhtsa.SaferRide
For Apple devices, from iTunes:
- https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/saferride/id950774008?mt=8
 



As always, please forward this on – Knowledge is POWER!!!  Also, if there’s anyone you would like me to add to my email list, let me know!

Mary 


















JANUARY 2016

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!
As always, I have a few items I would like to discuss…  Now that it’s 2016 and we’re all making resolutions, “new starts”, and getting ourselves organized, I’d like to help you start this year with ways to improve your Driver Education program.



NYSDTSEA Conference in March – BE THERE!! (I will be)

The NYS Driver & Traffic Safety Education Association holds an annual conference.  If you possess a MV-283 card and you’re not already a member YOU SHOULD CONSIDER BECOMING ONE!!!! This association bleeds Driver Ed blood!  They’re all so dedicated and wonderful.  It’s made up of a group of teachers all possessing the MV-283 credential – all teaching their hearts out in DTSE programs throughout the state.  
Please consider joining here…  http://www.nysdtsea.org/membership.html 


That being said, it’s that time of year again – NYSDTESA Conference time!!!  You can see the agenda, read about the topics being addressed, meet and greet others that give their all to teaching our youth to drive SAFELY…and if that’s not enough – I’LL be there!!!  
Check out the agenda right here… http://nysdtsea-frontview.weebly.com/conference-program-2016.html 

Lastly, if you’re interested (and  I really hope you are!!) you can read about Registration and Directions/Accommodations here…
http://nysdtsea-frontview.weebly.com/2016-state-conference.html 


***I am not beyond bribing you to come – I can bring home baked goods if need be ::wink:: Brownie anyone??  ***





Talk to your Faculty/Staff about How to Become an MV-283 Cardholder!

I cannot emphasize this enough – Bring it up to your staff.  Give them the information about how EASY, WORTHWHILE, and VALUABLE it is to possess the MV-283 credential.

I urge you to mention at your next staff meeting that this credential is a tool that can be kept in your back pocket FOREVER.

* Seriously, it’s 12 credits in total.  
* After the first 6, he/she can get a Provisional credential good for up to 4 years.
* The other 6 credits need to be done before the Provisional expires.
* The time in class (or class online) goes towards Professional Development.
* I’ve been told that the money spent on classes is made up within the first year of teaching (if not sooner).
* It’s an AMAZING option for someone looking for extra money (Single and need to fill your time? New Parent? Retired?)
* Also, you can get it and work at other schools, BOCES and colleges (Restrictions MAY apply)


It’s an amazing option for your School/Staff – Here’s Why
· They know the kids/families already
· You’re paying someone you know and like – Keeping it within the “School Family”
· Better instruction because it’s not a stranger/substitute
· Better communication with families
· You can farm out the driving (if necessary) to a Driving School and allow them to do what they’re good at – lessons.
· IT GIVES YOU OWNERSHIP!!!!!!


I’m not going to let up on this topic.  You need to hear me out on this one.  Click the link below for more information   

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de/accredit.html 


Last But Not Least

In the spirit of renewal and organization, I’d like to open myself up to questions/comments/etc.  Is there a burning question you have about Driver Education?  Email me and I’ll address it in one of my next monthly emails! If YOU have an issue, someone else out there is bound to have the same issue.

I promise – no question is silly.  I want you to feel confident and empowered!!  

We’re in this together, people!


***As always, pass this along to anyone who may find it useful, helpful, amusing, etc…***


Mary 
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Hot Cars Kill Kids  

 

Every 10 days, vehicular heatstroke kills a child in the United States. Every 10 days, a parent loses a child to a preventable death. Since 1998, 

there have been 687 deaths, 26 of which happened this year. It's time to stop vehicular heatstroke from killing our children. The time to take 

action is now!  

On August 12, NHTSA will tweet every 15 minutes for 24 hours to raise awareness about the dangers of heatstroke. Join us in this life-saving 

conversation with tweets and retweets of your own. Take this message to your friends, families, and followers, and tell them to share it, too. 

Who: NHTSA and YOU!  

What: #HeatstrokeKills Tweet Up  

When: Friday, August 12, 2016  

Where: www.twitter.com/NHTSAgov  
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How: Follow the conversation using the hashtag #HeatstrokeKills. Feel free to mention @NHTSAgov in any of your tweets and we will get back to as many questions and comments as we 

can! Remember to include #HeatstrokeKills in your comments so others can follow along with the conversation, too.  

Invite your friends and followers to join us and spread this important message.  

Spread the message. Make a difference. Take action. Save a life
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