April 2017


New DE-1 and DE-1A Forms
The New DE-1 and DE-1A forms are up on the DTSE website. 
If your program will be expiring 06/30/17 (or thereabout), please take note.  
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The new DE-1 form must be filled out and sent into the address listed underneath the last signature in section 9 if your school would like to continue offering Driver Education.  The DE-1 form is necessary for schools whose program approval is coming to an end. This form will allow your school to request 3 more years of approval for your driving program.  Below is the link necessary to print out the new DE-1 form as well as an Assistance Form you can use in order to help you through the process.  
 
On a side note, we ask that you use the form for assistance before emailing or calling.  It’s usually quite busy, so it’s helpful if you try it on your own first, but if you need help – please feel free to contact the office for assistance.


Here is the website:  http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de/forms.html 

-Click on “Summer 2017 DE-1 Form” (for the actual form)
-Click on “DE-1 & DE-1A Assistance form”  (for assistance with filling out the form)   




Best Cars for Young Drivers - An article from the National Organization for Youth Safety (NOYS)

Which cars are best for young drivers? Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) is applying more stringent criteria to its list of recommended used vehicles for teens, as recent safety improvements have trickled down to lower-cost used cars, SUVs, minivans, and pickups. Learn more and see the list. 

Want regular updates on trending safety issues? Follow NOYS on Twitter. And connect with us on Instagram and Facebook.





Reminder – Adding New Teachers/Instructors
Please note that the use of new lecture teachers (MV-283) and/or in-car instructors (MV-524) prior to submitting a DE-1A form (amendment) and receiving approval from the NYS DTSE Office is prohibited. Driving schools may not send new drivers to a school for use unless that person has already been officially added to the school’s DTSE program. Lecture teachers may not teach unless officially listed and approved within a school’s DTSE program, as well.  If a new driving instructor or lecture teacher needs to be added, the form is located on the DTSE website here: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de/forms.html.  Only once the school receives its NYS DTSE Course Approval Notification & Checklist (CAN) letter is it safe for the added person(s) to participate in the DTSE program.  Any questions, please feel free to call or email the DTSE office. 



National Highway Traffic Safety Association’s Cinco de Mayo Campaign
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Cinco De Mayo Drunk Driving Prevention
Cinco de Mayo has become a night of fun and celebration in the United States - and a night of danger.
Drunk driving on Cinco de Mayo threatens not just those enjoying the festivities, but others on the road as well. With these materials, your community can be made aware of the increased risk of drunk driving around Cinco de Mayo.
Use these marketing tools, which can be distributed to fit your local needs and objectives. These materials will partner your office with other States, communities, and organizations on this drunk driving prevention initiative.
Click here and get your campaign materials now.
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Websites for Schools/Parents from the NYSDTSEA Conference
These are the websites I was going to speak about during the NYSDTSEA Conference.  Please take a look at them or forward this email to someone on your staff that will.  Parents and students would most certainly get a lot out of the wonderful information imbedded within these fantastic websites!

http://www.safeny.ny.gov/SRO-Toolkit/publications.html 

https://www.distraction.gov/ 

https://www.safercar.gov/parents/TeenDriving/teendriving.htm 

https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/teen-safety/national-teen-driver-safety-week 


There is a lot more information to be found at the www.nysdtsea.org  website.  For approximately $20, you can have access to a pool of knowledge and communicate with others who are as committed to Driver Education as you are.

Become a member - http://www.nysdtsea.org/membership.html 





Anti-Distracted Driving Enforcement Campaign
2017 Anti-Distracted Driving Enforcement Campaign U Drive. U Text. U Pay.   April 6-10, 2017
Distracted driving is one of the fastest growing safety issues on the roads today. Distracted drivers aren't just a threat to themselves: they are a danger to everyone else on the road. The national distracted driving effort focuses on ways to change the behavior of drivers through legislation, enforcement, public awareness, and education.
This Products for Enforcement Action Kit (PEAK) aims to help officers join the fight against texting and driving, a growing epidemic that took 3,154 lives in 2013 alone. This toolkit helps law enforcement alert the public to prepare for maximum high-visibility texting-ban enforcement.
The paid media advertising will run April 3-10, 2017.
Click here and get your PEAK materials now.


February 2017

A few topics I’d like to address in this email…

NYSDTSEA Conference March 4th – (Please consider coming)

As discussed last month, but wanted to include again, as it will be the last time you will be notified before the actual conference.

The NYS Driver & Traffic Safety Education Association holds an annual conference. If you possess a MV-283 card and you’re not already a member YOU
SHOULD CONSIDER BECOMING ONE! This association is so dedicated and wonderful. It’s made up of a group of teachers all possessing the MV-283 credential – all teaching their hearts out in DTSE programs throughout the state.

Please consider joining here… http://www.nysdtsea.org/membership.html 

1.   Click on the link
2.   Print out
3.   Send it in w/a check
4.   You’re a member!


It’s approximately $20 a year to be a member. See the chart
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**Check out the agenda right here… http://nysdtsea-frontview.weebly.com/conference-agenda.html 

**Directions/Accommodations here…  http://nysdtsea-frontview.weebly.com/directions-to-conference.html 
A Note About Commercial Driving Schools

Schools and Commercial Driving Schools:
In The World of Driver Education Who is Responsible for What?

The New York State Education Department has had a long standing requirement that schools may not contract with outside service providers to provide “educational services”.  This is why teachers are direct employees of school districts, and also why schools may not contract with an educational vendor to provide math teachers for example.  This same requirement applies to Driver Education courses as well.  Yes, we allow Driver Education programs to contract with licensed commercial driving schools to provide behind the wheel services; however, the lecture portion of an approved Driver Education program must be conducted by a teacher who is a direct employee of the school.  It is an important distinction to note that the lecture portion of a Driver Education program is considered to be the “Educational Service”, while the behind the wheel portion is considered a form of “training” that does not trigger this requirement.

One of the more common mistakes made in the administration of a Driver Education program occurs when schools allow licensed commercial driving schools to do more than just provide behind the wheel services.  Schools and licensed commercial driving schools are commonly partners in the delivery of a Driver Education program, but there are very clear duties that are off limits to the vendor.   It can certainly be tempting for a school Principal to delegate certain responsibilities to a licensed commercial driving school: especially when you consider the ever growing list of duties Principals (and other administrators) are responsible for; however, when this happens the school’s Driver Education program becomes non-compliant with education law.  Some of the most common administrative duties in a Driver Education program include:

         Filling out and submitting State Education Department and DMV forms
         Registering students/collecting payment
         Conducting a parent/orientation night
         Promoting the program and/or advertising additional services
         Setting the course schedule
         Monitoring the driving record of all teachers and instructors in the program (e.g. LENS system)

When a school allows their vendor to provide such administrative services, they open themselves up to unnecessary liability, and ultimately program suspension.  I commonly hear stories from school administrators who explain that they did something because their “commercial driving school told me to”, or because their “commercial driving school handed them the papers to sign”.  I can remember one such incident where a licensed commercial driving school added students to the program’s course completion roster who never took a single class.  For the record, the licensed commercial driving school never should have had access to the roster (MV-285-R) in the first place.  This practice allowed the school and the licensed commercial driving school to collect money for services not rendered: and then distribute course completion forms to those students who then received a New York State Driver’s License.  After an investigation, the DMV revoked the driver’s license of those students. Can you imagine what would have happened if any of those inappropriately licensed drivers had gotten into an accident?  This incident occurred because the school Principal relied on the licensed commercial driving school to fill out the roster form.  Quite simply, the administrative responsibilities of a Driver Education program fall squarely on the shoulders of the school administrator listed on the program’s application.  

For more information go to the Driver and Traffic Safety Education (DTSE) Guidelines located at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/de/DTSEGuidelines.html.  I would highly recommend a quick look at section II for Program Administration.  It’s less than one page, and makes for a quick read.  If you have any questions, the DTSE team can be reached at 518-486-1547.

Sincerely, 

Phil Dettelis
Manager of the Office of Driver & Traffic Safety Education 
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Happy New Year! 

REMINDER - NYSDTSEA Conference - Saturday, March 4, 2017
This year’s NYSDTSEA Conference will be on Saturday, March 4th at the Turning Stone Conference Center in Verona, NY.

This is a great opportunity for your school’s administration and driver education staff to see first-hand, the DTSE Association at its finest.  Meet other driver education teachers, administrators, driving school owners/instructors, as well as state employees from the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles and the NYS Education Department.

If you are not already a member, please consider joining this wonderful team.  The price is minimal (approximately $20/yr) and allows for ample information, ideas and people who are all trying to make driver education as great as it can be. 

Non-members are encouraged to attend, as well. See below for details. 

http://nysdtsea-frontview.weebly.com/ 



ADTSEA Parent/Guardian Teen Learning-to-Drive Risk-Management Online Seminar 
The American Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association (ADTSEA) developed this course to assist parents and guardians in getting involved with their teens’ learning-to-drive experience. 

Parents and guardians play a vital role in their teens’ driver education experience. A study conducted by the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) has found that “teens who perceive their parents as authoritative are half as likely to crash, 71% less likely to drive intoxicated, and 30% less likely to use a cell phone when driving” than teens who perceive their parents as uninvolved.
For questions or more information contact the ADTSEA office at 877-485-7172, 724-801-8246 or office@adtsea.org.


To sign up for the Parent/Guardian Teen  Learning-to-Drive Risk-Management Online Seminar, go to www.adtsea.academy
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