Driver and Traffic Safety Education Guidelines
Major Changes for Revised Program Guidelines to be issued in February 2010:
1) Course approval for any NYS-DTSE program may be obtained for a period up to three years provided all critical components are up-to-date.

The previous process required summer programs to reapply for approval every year. Also, note that Fall and Spring programs had to completely reapply for course approval if any components of the course had changed such as hiring a new teacher, issuing a new commercial driving school contract, etc.  The current process allows NYS-DTSE program providers to submit changes only via the amendment form labeled DE-1A.

2) Laboratory and classroom instruction must be conducted between 6:00 am – 8:00 pm.

The previous guidelines listed classroom instruction hours of 7:00 am – 7:00 pm. The new 6:00 am starting time will allow early starting school districts the flexibility to conduct morning session NYS-DTSE classes. The 8:00 pm end time should allow those students attending NYS-DTSE classes who hold a Junior License to Drive home prior to their 9:00 pm driving curfew. 

3) Schools must develop and publish written guidance regarding make-up sessions.

Although NYS-DTSE providers are not required to offer make-up sessions, they must publish a written policy regarding this issue.

4) The course must provide students with a minimum of twenty-four (24) clock hours of classroom instruction and a minimum of twenty-four (24) clock hours of laboratory instruction. 

The required clock hours for NYS-DTSE courses have not changed; however, greater flexibility in offering the laboratory instruction portion of the course are illustrated vie the table below.

	
	Additional LI

	
	Behind-the-wheel *

In-Car Observation *

Simulation **

and/or Range **

	
	Total Hours
	Laboratory Instruction (LI)
	

	
	
	Behind-The-Wheel *
	In-Car Observation *
	

	Classroom **
	24
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	Laboratory
	24
	6
	6
	12 in any combination


5) The vehicle must be equipped to provide all occupants with maximum protection. Equipment shall include: dual control brakes, an additional rear view mirror, an eye check mirror for teacher use, flares, triangles, or other reflective devices, fire extinguisher, and first aid kit. 
The eye check mirror is a new vehicle requirement.

6) Individuals seeking certification to become a NYS-DTSE teacher no longer have to secure employment prior to being issued their MV-283 card.

7) Covered schools who hire commercial driving school instructors for an approved NYS-DTSE course must comply with the fingerprinting requirement for prospective school employees set forth in 8 NYCRR Part 87.  An employee of a NYSDMV driving school is considered to be placed within the covered school if the arrangements for the course are made through the covered school.

Within covered schools all teachers and instructors must be finger printed.

8) Commercial driving school instructors providing behind-the-wheel or in-car observation instruction in an approved NYS-DTSE course must have completed at least one year of in-car instruction and have completed the basic 30 hour instructor’s course, as specified by the NYSDMV, prior to teaching an approved NYSED-DTSE course. This must be communicated with the school, college or BOCES being contracted with, and then affirmed on form DE-1 section VII labeled “30 hour instructor course verification”. 

9) New forms for course approval DE-1 and teacher approval DE-2 are available.
10) Public schools colleges and BOCES are now required to enroll in the NYSDMV LENS program as a condition of their course being approved. There is no cost for public schools to enroll.  http://nysdmv.com/lens.htm
Contact Infromation:
NYS-DTSE Web page www.emsc.nysed.gov/cte/de 
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