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This introduction includes the necessary background information
to be used in teaching the Taking Care of the Earth domain. The
Tell It Again! Read-Aloud Anthology for Taking Care of the Earth
contains eleven daily lessons, each of which is composed of

two distinct parts, so that the lesson may be divided into smaller
chunks of time and presented at different intervals during the day.
The entire lesson will require a total of fifty minutes.

We have included two Pausing Points in this domain, one after
Lesson 6 and another after Lesson 11 at the end of the domain.
You may wish to pause and spend one to two days reviewing,
reinforcing, or extending the material taught prior to each of the
two Pausing Points. You should spend no more than fifteen days
total on this domain.

Along with this anthology, you will need:

e Tell It Again! Media Disk or the Tell It Again! Flip Book for Taking
Care of the Earth

e Tell It Again! Image Cards for Taking Care of the Earth

e Tell It Again! Workbook for Taking Care of the Earth

e Tell It Again! Earth Hat for Taking Care of the Earth

You will find the Instructional Objectives and Core Vocabulary
for this domain below. The lessons that include Student Choice/
Domain-Related Trade Book Extensions, Image Cards, Parent
Letters, Instructional Masters, and Assessments are also listed in
the information below.

iV Tak/hg Care of the Earth ‘ Introduction © 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation



Why Taking Care of the Earth Is Important

© 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation

This domain will introduce your students to the importance of being
environmentally-aware individuals. Students will learn that the best
way to conserve Earth’s natural resources is to practice the three
‘R’s of conservation—reduce, reuse, and recycle. By studying
conservation, students will become familiar with the earth’s natural
resources and will begin to recognize how people’s actions affect the
environment in which we live. Students will learn specifically about
land, water, and air pollution as well as the water cycle, the journey
of trash from its creation to its burial in a landfill, and the steps in the
recycling and composting processes. Practical examples of how
students can help take care of the earth are included in every lesson.

All the read-alouds, with the exception of Lesson 7—a fun poem,
“Sarah Cynthia Sylvia Stout Would Not Take the Garbage Out,” by
Shel Silverstein—are narrated from the first-person perspective of
Earth itself. Teachers are invited to wear the Earth Hat that is included
with the materials for this domain. Use of the hat will help with the
transition each day to the reading of the read-alouds, and it will help
students understand the purpose of the read-alouds. This is not
simply a novelty. It will get the students’ attention.

Taking Care of the Earth | Introduction VI



Instructional Objectives for Taking Care of the Earth

The following chart contains all of the Core Content Objectives and
Language Arts Objectives for this domain, broken down by lesson.

Taking Care of the Earth Overview

Lessons

Objectives
12|34 |5|6 |7 8|9 10|11

Core Content

Understand that Earth is composed of land, water, and air

Identify examples of land, water, and air from their own
environments

Understand that humans, plants, and animals depend on
Earth’s land, water, and air to live

NNV

Understand why people have a special responsibility to take
care of the earth

Understand that humans generate large amounts of garbage,
which must be disposed of

Sequence what happens to garbage from its creation to being
dumped in the landfill

Explain what a landfill is and why it is a dangerous place

NNV

Evaluate whether landfills are an adequate solution to the
problem of garbage

Understand that natural resources are things found in nature
that are valuable and of great importance to people

NN

Identify key natural resources and describe how people use
them

Recognize the phrase “Reduce, reuse, recycle” and explain
how doing these three things can help to conserve natural
resources

Identify the recycling symbol and understand that recycled
materials are made from reused garbage

NN

Identify common recyclable materials, including glass, plastic,
aluminum, cardboard, and paper

Understand the process of recycling materials from home to
recycling factory

NN

Understand that composting is a type of recycling in which
discarded food scraps decay in an outdoor pile or bin and
eventually become garden soil

Sequence what happens to a piece of discarded food from
table to compost pile to garden

NN

Identify foods that can be composted

Vi Tak/hg Care of the Earth ‘ Introduction © 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation



Objectives

Lessons

5

6

7

10

11

Core Content

Identify garbage as being a problem and the various means of
garbage disposal in terms of a solution

v

Understand that land, air, and water all suffer from different
types of pollution, and all types of pollution are caused by
human activities

Understand that if people are careful and creative, they can
help reduce pollution

NN

Understand that air pollution from one location can make even
the air that is far away in other places around the world dirty

Identify sources of air pollution, including cars and electricity
produced by coal-fired power plants

Understand the effect of air pollution on human health

Explain how to reduce air pollution by conserving natural
resources

NNV

Compare and contrast fresh water, salt water, and wastewater

Understand that many living things, including humans, need
fresh water to survive, and that there is a limited supply of
fresh water on Earth

Identify sources of water pollution, including factory waste and
garbage

Explain that a water treatment plant can remove unhealthy
chemicals and pollutants from water to make it usable again

NN

Identify possible solutions for the problems of garbage,
litter, pollution, and conserving natural resources discussed
throughout the domain

Language Arts

Use agreed-upon rules for group discussions . . . (L.K.1)

Carry on and participate in a conversation . . . (L.K.3)

NN

NS

NN

NN

NN

NN

NN

NN

NN

Follow multi-step, oral directions (L.K.5)

NN

NN

Learn and use appropriately common sayings and phrases
such as “A place for everything, and everything in its place”
(L.K.7)

Use language to express spatial and temporal relationships
... (LK38)

Understand print and identify parts of book . . . (L.K.9)

Prior to listening to a read-aloud, identify what they know and
have learned that may be related . . . (L.K.10)

v

v

v

v

© 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation
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Objectives

Lessons

5

6

7

Language Arts

Listen to and understand a variety of texts . . . (L.K.11)

Make predictions prior to and during a read-aloud . . . (L.K.12)

Describe illustrations (L.K.13)

Use pictures accompanying the read-aloud to check and
support understanding . . . (L.K.14)

Answer questions requiring literal recall and understanding of
the details and/or facts of a read-aloud . . . (L.K.15)

NN

NNN S

Use narrative language to describe people, places, things,
locations, events, actions, a scene, or facts in a read-aloud
(L.K.16)

Answer questions that require making interpretations,
judgments, or giving opinions . . . (L.K.17)

NSNS
NEEASASANRA

NEEASASANEAN
NSNS

NEEASASANEAS

Compare and contrast similarities and differences . . . (L.K.18)

NNV S

NN NSNS
MNEEASASANEAS

NN

Make personal connections . . . (L.K.19)

Draw pictures and/or dictate ideas to represent details or
information from a read-aloud (L.K.21)

Distinguish fantasy from realistic text (L.K.22)

N

N

Evaluate and select read-alouds, books, or poems on the
basis of personal choice for rereading (L.K.23)

Learn new words from read-alouds and discussions (L.K.24)

NI AR AL

NN

Retell important facts and information from a read-aloud
(L.K.30)

NN

NN

NN
N
NN

Sequence four to six pictures illustrating events from a
nonfiction read-aloud (L.K.31)

NN

With assistance, categorize and organize facts and
information . . . (L.K.32)
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Core Vocabulary for Taking Care of the Earth

The following list contains all of the boldfaced words in Taking
Care of the Earth in the forms in which they appear in the text. The
inclusion of the words on this list does not mean that students are
expected to immediately be able to use all of these words on their
own. However, through repeated exposure throughout the lessons,
they should acquire a good understanding of most of these words
and begin to use some of them in conversation.

© 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation

creatures
Earth

outer space
responsibility
surface
decompose
dumpster
hazardous
landfill
conserve
decayed
natural resources
oxygen
action
generate

products

recycle
reduce
aluminum
furnace
solution
sorted
compost
leftovers
nutrients
process
cellophane
fate
rancid
litter

pitch in

pollution

smog

toxic

appliance
exhaust
global
harmed

power plant

evaporate
pollutants
reservoirs
supply
wastewater

carpool
effort

organize
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Student Choice and Domain-Related Trade Book Extensions

In the Tell It Again! Read-Aloud Anthology for Taking Care of the
Earth, Student Choice activities are suggested in both Pausing
Points and in Lesson 9B. Domain-Related Trade Book activities
are suggested in both Pausing Points and in Lesson 10B. A list of
recommended titles is included at the end of this introduction, or
you may select another title of your choice.

Taking Care of the Earth Image Cards

There are eighteen Image Cards for Taking Care of the Earth. The
Image Cards include illustrations that may be used to enhance
students’ understanding of what happens to trash from its creation
to its burial at a landfill. Image Cards are also included to help
students learn the step-by-step process of composting. In the Tell
It Again! Read-Aloud Anthology for Taking Care of the Earth, Image
Cards are referenced in both Pausing Points as well as in Lessons
2,4, and 6.

Instructional Masters and Parent Take-Home Letters

Assessments

Blackline Instructional Masters and Parent Take-Home Letters are
included in the Tell It Again! Workbook. In the Tell It Again! Read-
Aloud Anthology for Taking Care of the Earth, Instructional Masters
are referenced in the Domain Assessment, and in Lessons 3B, 5B,
and 6B. The Parent Letters are referenced in Lessons 1B and 6B.

In the Tell It Again! Read-Aloud Anthology for Taking Care of the
Earth, Instructional Masters 3B-1, 5B-1, 6B-1, and DA-1 are used
for this purpose. Use the following Tens Conversion Chart to
convert a raw score on each assessment into a Tens score.

X Tak/hg Care of the Earth ‘ Introduction © 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation
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Simply find the number of correct answers the student produced
along the top of the chart and the number of total questions on the
worksheet or activity along the left side. Then find the cell where
the column and the row converge. This indicates the Tens score.
By using the Tens Conversion Chart, you can easily convert any
raw score, from 0 to 30, into a Tens score. You may choose to use
the Tens Recording Chart which is at the end of the appendix.
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Recommended Trade Books for Taking Care of the Earth

If you recommend that parents read aloud with their child each
night, you may wish to suggest that they choose titles from this
trade book list to reinforce the domain concepts.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

And Still the Turtle Watched, by Sheila MacGill-Callahan and
Barry Moser (Puffin, 1996) ISBN 0140558365

Garbage and Recycling (Young Discoverers: Environmental
Facts and Experiments), by Rosie Harlow and Sally Morgan
(Kingfisher, 2002) ISBN 075345503X

I Am Water (Hello Reader! Level 1 Science), by Jean Marzollo
and Judith Moffatt (Cartwheel, 1996) ISBN 0590265873

It’s Earth Day! (Little Critter), by Mercer Mayer (HarperFestival,
2008) ISBN 0060539593

Just a Dream, by Chris Van Allsburg (Houghton Mifflin, 1990)
ISBN 0395533082

The Lorax, by Dr. Seuss (Random House Books for Young
Readers, 1971) ISBN 0394823370

Rachel: The Story of Rachel Carson, by Amy Ehrlich and
Wendell Minor (Voyager Books, 2008) ISBN 0152063242

Recycle! A Handbook for Kids, by Gail Gibbons (Little, Brown
Young Readers, 1996) ISBN 0316309435

A River Ran Wild: An Environmental History, by Lynne Cherry
(Voyager Books, 2002) ISBN 0152163727

The Three R’s: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle (What Do You Know
About? Books), by Nuria Roca and Rosa M. Curto (Barron’s
Education Series, 2007) ISBN 0764135813

The Wartville Wizard, by Don Madden (Aladdin, 1993) ISBN
0689716672

Where Does the Garbage Go?, by Paul Showers and Randy
Chewning (HarperTrophy, 1994) ISBN 0064451143

Why Should | Save Water? (Why Should 1?), by Jen Green
and Mike Gordon (Barron’s Educational Series, 2005) ISBN
0764131575

The Wump World, by Bill Peet (Sandpiper, 1981) ISBN
0395311292
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\@ Lesson Objectives

Core Content Objectives

© 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation

Students will:

Understand that Earth is composed of land, water, and air

Identify examples of land, water, and air from their own
environments

Understand that humans, plants, and animals depend on Earth’s
land, water, and air to live

Understand why people have a special responsibility to take
care of the earth

Language Arts Objectives

Students will:

Use agreed-upon rules for group discussions, i.e., look at
and listen to the speaker, raise hand to speak, take turns, say
“excuse me” or “please,” etc. (L.K.1)

Carry on and participate in a conversation over four to five
turns, staying on topic, initiating comments or responding to a
partner’s comments, with either an adult or another child of the
same age (L.K.3)

Prior to listening to a read-aloud, identify what they know and
have learned that may be related to the specific story or topic to
be read aloud (L.K.10)

Listen to and understand a variety of texts, including fictional
stories, fairy tales, fables, historical narratives, informational
text, nursery rhymes, and poems (L.K.11)

Describe illustrations (L.K.13)

Taking Care of the Earth 1 | Introducing the Earth 1



¢ Use pictures accompanying the read-aloud to check and
support understanding of the read-aloud (L.K.14)

e Answer questions requiring literal recall and understanding of
the details and/or facts of a read-aloud, i.e., who, what, where,
when, etc. (L.K.15)

e Answer questions that require making interpretations,
judgments, or giving opinions about what is heard in a read-
aloud, including answering “why” questions that require
recognizing cause/effect relationships (L.K.17)

¢ Distinguish fantasy from realistic text (L.K.22)
¢ Learn new words from read-alouds and discussions (L.K.24)

¢ With assistance, categorize and organize facts and information
within a given domain (L.K.32)

Core Vocabulary

creatures, n. Living beings, such as animals and/or people
Example: Deer, raccoons, and squirrels are just a few of the many
different kinds of creatures who live in the forest.
Variation(s): creature

Earth, n. The planet that we live on; the world
Example: The planet Earth is made up of land, water, and air.
Variation(s): none

outer space, n. The area beyond Earth
Example: The moon and the stars are in outer space.
Variation(s): none

responsibility, n. Something that a person is expected to do
Example: Making my bed is my responsibility.
Variation(s): responsibilities

surface, n. The outside layer of something

Example: The surface of a marble is smooth.
Variation(s): surfaces

2 Taking Care of the Earth 1 | Introducing the Earth © 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation



At a Glance Exercise Materials Minutes

Domain Introduction globe
Know-Wonder-Learn Chart chart paper
Intr ] - 10
troducing the Read-Aloud Introduce the Narrator Earth Hat
Purpose for Listening
Presenting the Read-Aloud Introducing the Earth Earth Hat 10
Comprehension Questions 10

Discussing the Read-Aloud
9 Word Work: Responsibility 5

W Complete Remainder of the Lesson Later in the Day

Extensions Know-Wonder-Learn Chart KWL Chart 15

Take-Home Material Parent Letter Instructional Master 1B-1
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Introducing the Read-Aloud 10 minutes

Domain Introduction

Tell students that all the people in all the towns and cities they have
ever heard about live on the same planet. Ask students if they can
name the planet on which they live. Then show students a globe.
Tell them that the globe represents Earth. Explain that all the people,
animals, trees, and flowers live together on planet Earth.

Tell students that over the next couple of weeks they will be
learning more about Earth and how to take care of our planet.
Explain to students that because we all live on Earth together, we
need to care for the earth. We need to keep our planet clean and
healthy, just as we would keep ourselves clean and healthy. Ask
students: “What can happen if you play in a mud puddle? You get
dirty and you have to clean up!” Explain to them that it is the same
with the earth. If Earth becomes dirty, or polluted, it will be harder
for plants, animals, and people to live here. We have to find a way
to clean up the pollution.

Know-Wonder-Learn Chart

Make a KWL (Know-Wonder-Learn) chart to introduce the new
domain, Taking Care of the Earth. Remember to complete the
chart on large chart paper, so that you can add to the chart as
students listen to multiple read-alouds.

Ask the students what they already know about Earth and how to
take care of the planet. Prior to recording the students’ responses,
point out that you are going to write down what they say, but that
they are not expected to read what you write because they are
still learning the rules for decoding words. Emphasize that you are
writing what they say so that you don’t forget, and tell them that
you will read the chart to them.

As students respond, repeat and expand upon each response
using richer and more complex language, including, if possible,

4 Takmg Care of the Earth 1A ‘ /ﬂfdeUC/hg the Earth © 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation
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any domain vocabulary. Record students’ responses under

the ‘K’ of the KWL chart (What | Know). If a student’s response
includes inaccurate, factual information, record it nonetheless and
acknowledge the response by saying something like, “So you think
that there’s nothing we can do to help the planet? We’ll have to
listen very carefully to our read-aloud and find out if that’s true!”

Then ask, “What do you wonder about or want to know about
planet Earth and how to take care of it?” You might need to
prompt them by asking questions about what they think a healthy
planet looks like, what littering does to the earth, etc. Record
these responses under the ‘W’ on the KWL chart (What | Wonder
or Want to Know). Tell your students that after they have listened
to some of the read-alouds in this domain, they will have a chance
to share what they have learned. These answers will be listed in
the ‘L’ (What | Have Learned) portion of the chart. Ask the students
to keep the list of ‘W’ questions in mind as they listen to the
upcoming read-alouds to see if they can find some of the answers
as the read-alouds are shared.

Introduce the Narrator

Teachers are invited to wear the Earth Hat. (See Introduction, p. v.)
This is not simply a novelty. It will get the students’ attention.

Ask students if they think planet Earth can talk. Tell them that

for the next couple of weeks, you’ll be asking them to use their
imaginations and pretend that the earth is actually able to talk. In
other words, they should pretend that the earth is reading to them,
even though that could not happen in real life.

Note: Wear the Earth Hat only during read-alouds in which the
Earth is narrating (all lessons except lesson 7). This will signal to
students that the “good old Earth” (the first-person narrator of this
domain) is speaking to them.

Purpose for Listening

Tell students to listen to the read-aloud to find out what the earth
is made of. Ask them to try to remember the three substances,
or things, that make up the earth and why they are important to
people.

Taking Care of the Earth 1A | Introducing the Earth 9



Presenting the Read-Aloud 10 minutes

Introducing the Earth

4 Show image 1A-1: Earth from outer space1

Hi, kids. It’'s me, Earth. Some people call me the world, some
1 Describe what you see in the

picture. call me the planet, and some even call me Mother Earth. But you

can just call me good old Earth.

This is what | look like from outer space, from somewhere

2. The moon, stars, and sun areall beyond our friend the moon.? From outer space, | guess | look
objects in outer space.

pretty small. You can see that | am mostly blue. That’s because

I’m mostly covered with water. But you can also see lots of green
and brown. Those are the colors of the land where people live. Of
course, | am also covered by a nice blanket of air. You can’t see the
air, but you can see the white clouds that float around in it.

I’ve been here a long time, and I’'ve seen many things. | just
want to tell you that | am truly amazed by you people, and I’'m glad
you’re here with me. You do so many amazing things.

4 Show image 1A-2: A waterfront town

| like your farms and your nice little towns. | like the great big
cities you’ve built. They’re incredible! | don’t even mind the roads
you’ve built all over me. | like to feel your boats floating on my
oceans, seas, and lakes, and your airplanes kind of tickle a little as
they zoom through my skies.

4+ Show image 1A-3: Happy kids

Most of all, | like you kids. | like to feel your little feet running
around, | like to hear you laughing, and | especially hope that you
3 The surface of the earth is its outer . . . .
layer ofland, o the ground. enjoy and appreciate all the beautiful and amazing places on my
- N surface.’ Let’s take a look at some of these places together.

4+ Show image 1A-4: Forest, water, and mountains

People live on land, but you are not the only living things that
depend on, or need, the land. Animals, plants, and people all need
to share the land with each other.

6 Takmg Care of the Earth 1A ‘ /ﬂfdeUC/hg the Earth © 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation



4 (anyou think of ways that water
is important to people? How do
people use water?

5 Inhale and exhale deeply. You
are breathing air in and out, even
though you can't see the air.

6 Soit's your job; you're expected to
take care of the earth.

© 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation

The flowers and grasses add such beauty to my surface. Of
course, the flowers, trees, and grasses aren’t there just to be pretty.
They’re important for all the creatures that live here: from the
squirrels and birds that live in the trees, to the bees that buzz around
drinking nectar from the flowers, to the animals that eat the grass.

4 Show image 1A-5: River

It’s the same with rivers and other bodies of water, such as
lakes and streams. They’re nice to look at, and nice to swim
around in or paddle down in your canoe. But they’re also home
to many creatures, from fish, to snakes and turtles, to snails. And
their waters are important in many ways for you people, too. 4

4 Show image 1A-6: Blue sky

Here is a photo of the beautiful sky. On this day, the sun is
shining brightly, and a few puffy white clouds are floating through
the air. Every time you look up in the sky from now on, | want you
to think of the air that’s there. You’ll want to listen very carefully
when | tell you about keeping the air and skies clean. After all, the
air is what you breathe every few seconds, every single day. °

4 Show image 1A-7: Child

People are the most intelligent creatures here on Earth. You’re
the ones who built big cities and invented cars and computers.
You make medicines for people and animals, and you have
schools and airplanes and many other important things.

You people are truly amazing. You can do many, many things
that no other living creature here on Earth can do. That gives you
extra responsibility: Because you’re the smartest, all living things
depend on you to take care of me. ® You have to share good old
Earth; you’re in it together.

4 Show image 1A-8: Sunrise

| want people to truly enjoy living here. Every morning when you
wake up and see the sunrise, | want you to say, “Great! It’s the start
of another wonderful day on beautiful Earth!” To make sure that
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happens, | need to teach you about something | like to call “Taking
Care of the Earth.” | really need your help making sure that the air,
water, and land stay clean so that you, and all other things living
here, can be safe, healthy, and happy. And you kids can really do
a lot to help out (and to make sure all the grown-ups do their part,
too). So | hope you’ll listen carefully over the next couple of weeks,
because | have a lot of important things to share with you.

Discussing the Read-Aloud 15 minutes

Comprehension Questions (10 minutes)

If students have difficulty responding to questions, reread pertinent
passages of the read-aloud and/or refer to specific images. If
students give one-word answers and/or fail to use read-aloud

or domain vocabulary in their responses, acknowledge correct
responses by expanding the students’ responses, using richer

and more complex language. It is highly recommended that you
ask students to answer in complete sentences by asking them to
restate the question in their responses.

1.  What are some other names for Earth? (the world, the planet,
Mother Earth)

2. What three things make up the earth? (land, water, air)

3. Give examples of where you find water in nature on the earth.
(oceans, lakes, ponds, rivers, streams)

4. Why are land, water, and air important to people? (People
need land to live on, water to drink, and air to breathe.)

5. Why do people have special responsibilities to take care of
Earth? (We are the smartest creatures on Earth, and other
living things depend on us.)

| am going to ask a question. | will give you a minute to think about
the question. Then | will ask you to turn to your neighbor and
discuss the question. Finally, | will call on several of you to share
what you discussed with your partner.

6. Think Pair Share: Do you think that everything that happens
in this read-aloud could really happen, or is it all pretend, or
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fantasy? Or, is some of it real and some of it pretend? How
do you know? (Part of the read-aloud is fantasy because the
earth cannot talk or feel things. What the earth is describing,
however—how we depend on Earth’s land, water, and air to
survive—is real.)

Word Work: Responsibility (5 minutes)

1.

6.

In this read-aloud, we heard that we all have a responsibility to
take care of the earth.

Say the word responsibility with me.
A responsibility is something that a person is expected to do.

Parents have a responsibility to care for their children, or a
person may have a responsibility to do the dishes after dinner.

Tell about a responsibility you have. Try to use the word
responsibility when you tell about it. (Ask two or three
students. If necessary, guide and/or rephrase the students’
responses: “I have a responsibility to . . .”)

What'’s the word we’ve been talking about?

Use a Making Choices activity for follow-up. Directions: If any of
the things | say is a responsibility of yours, say, “my responsibility.”
If any of the things | say is not a responsibility of yours, say, “not
my responsibility.” (Answers may vary for all.)

1
2
3
4
5.
6
7
8

setting the table

picking up your toys

driving yourself to school

making your dinner

washing your laundry or dirty clothes
taking care of a pet

brushing your teeth

making your bed

% Complete Remainder of the Lesson Later in the Day
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Extensions 15 minutes

Know-Wonder-Learn Chart

Review the ‘K’ and ‘W’ columns of the KWL Chart created earlier.
Ask students what they learned in the read-aloud and record their
responses in the ‘L’ column. Reread small sections of the text
aloud, as necessary, to help students check the accuracy of their
responses. Prior to recording the students’ responses, point out
that you are going to write down what they say, but that they are
not expected to be able to read what you write because they are
still learning all the rules for decoding. Emphasize that you are
writing what they say so that you don’t forget, and tell them that
you will read the chart to them.

As students respond, refer back to both the ‘K’ and ‘W’ columns
of the chart to see if, and how, what they have learned relates

to what was written in either the ‘K’ or ‘W’ column. In the event
that something newly learned in the ‘L’ column contradicts
something that was recorded earlier in the ‘K’ column, this should
be discussed. For example, “Earlier today, when we were talking
about what we knew, we said that there wasn’t anything we can
do to help the planet. What do you think now?” (Then, cross out
the inaccurate information in the ‘K’ column). Remember to save
the chart paper, which will be used throughout this domain.

Parent Letter

Send home Instructional Master 1B-1.
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\@ Lesson Objectives

Core Content Objectives

© 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation

Students will:

Understand that humans generate large amounts of garbage,
which must be disposed of

Sequence what happens to garbage from its creation to being
dumped in the landfill

Explain what a landfill is and why it is a dangerous place

Evaluate whether landfills are an adequate solution to the
problem of garbage

Language Arts Objectives

Students will:

Use agreed-upon rules for group discussions, i.e., look at
and listen to the speaker, raise hand to speak, take turns, say
“excuse me” or “please,” etc. (L.K.1)

Carry on and participate in a conversation over four to five
turns, staying on topic, initiating comments or responding to a
partner’s comments, with either an adult or another child of the
same age (L.K.3)

Use language to express spatial and temporal relationships (up,
down, before, after, etc.) (L.K.8)

Listen to and understand a variety of texts, including fictional
stories, fairy tales, fables, historical narratives, informational
text, nursery rhymes, and poems (L.K.11)

Make predictions prior to and during a read-aloud, based on the
title, pictures, and/or text heard thus far and then compare the
actual outcomes to predictions (L.K.12)
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¢ Describe illustrations (L.K.13)

¢ Use pictures accompanying the read-aloud to check and
support understanding of the read-aloud (L.K.14)

e Answer questions requiring literal recall and understanding of
the details and/or facts of a read-aloud, i.e., who, what, where,
when, etc. (L.K.15)

e Answer questions that require making interpretations,
judgments, or giving opinions about what is heard in a read-
aloud, including answering “why” questions that require
recognizing cause/effect relationships (L.K.17)

e L earn new words from read-alouds and discussions (L.K.24)
¢ Retell important facts and information from a read-aloud (L.K.30)
e Sequence four to six pictures illustrating events from a

nonfiction read-aloud (L.K.31)

Core Vocabulary

decompose, v. To rot and fall apart into tiny pieces
Example: Fallen apples decompose and become part of the soil.
Variation(s): decomposes, decomposed, decomposing

dumpster, n. A very large trash container, usually located near large
buildings, such as apartment buildings, stores, schools, restaurants, etc.
Example: We throw our bags of garbage into the dumpster next to our
apartment building.
Variation(s): dumpsters

hazardous, adj. Very dangerous; able to hurt or harm people
Example: The man wore a mask to avoid breathing the hazardous gas.
Variation(s): none
landfill, n. A place where large amounts of garbage are dumped and/or
buried
Example: The workers used a bulldozer to dump all of the town’s trash
into the landfill.
Variation(s): landfills
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At a Glance Exercise Materials Minutes
What Do We Already Know?
. Making Predictions About the
Introducing the Read-Aloud Read-Aloud 10
Purpose for Listening
Presenting the Read-Aloud Garbage Earth Hat 10
. . Comprehension Questions 10
Discussing the Read-Aloud Word Work: Hazardous :
W Complete Remainder of the Lesson Later in the Day
Image Cards 1-7
Extensions Image Card Review chart paper, chalkboard, or 15

whiteboard
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Introducing the Read-Aloud 10 minutes

What Do We Already Know?

4 Show image 1A-1: Earth from outer space

Ask students to identify what this photograph shows. Remind
students that the planet Earth is made up of three substances.
Point to the brown and green areas shown on the image of the
earth and prompt students to identify these areas as land. Point
to the blue areas and prompt students to identify these areas as
oceans or water. Finally, point to the clouds and remind students
that these are clouds; ask them what we call the substance that
surrounds the earth in which the clouds are floating. Now, assist
students in identifying why these substances are important and
how living things use them.

Making Predictions About the Read-Aloud

Tell students that the title for today’s read-aloud is “Garbage.”
Ask, “What do you think garbage has to do with taking care of the
earth?” Point to a trash can in your classroom and ask students to
make predictions about what they think happens to this garbage
after it is thrown out in this trash can. Ask, “Where do you think the
garbage goes?” Tell students to pay attention to the read-aloud to
see if their predictions are correct.

Purpose for Listening

Tell students to listen carefully so that they can tell you exactly
what happens to trash after you throw it in the garbage can.

Note: Remember to put on your Earth Hat to read the read-
aloud and remind students that in the read-aloud, Earth will be
pretending to “talk” to them.
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Presenting the Read-Aloud 10 minutes

Garbage

4 Show image 2A-1: Earth as seen from the moon

Hi, good old Earth here again. | thought I'd start by showing you
a different view of me. This is what | look like from the moon. Pretty
amazing, huh? | look really small from way up there. It’s hard to
believe that all of you people—along with your cities, farms, schools,
stores, cars, and houses—fit on good old Earth. But you do!

4 Show image 2A-2: Garbage

Today, I’'m going to talk to you about something very important:
trash. That’s right, stinky, ugly trash. Some people also call it
garbage, waste, junk, or rubbish. Whatever you call it, it’s all the
same: stuff you’ve used and don’t need anymore. Trash is probably
not something you think about a lot, but you deal with it every day,
and so do I. There’s an awful lot of trash on me, and—not to make
you feel bad or anything—all of that trash comes from people.

4+ Show image 2A-3: Birthday party

Imagine that you go to a birthday party, and they give you some
cake and ice cream. And let’s say they serve it all on little paper
plates, and they give you a plastic spoon to eat with. You gobble up
all the food, and then what do you do with the plate and spoon? Do
you push them under the sofa and forget about them? Do you open
up the window and throw them in the backyard? | hope not!

4 Show image 2A-4: Trash can

Instead, you put the plate and spoon in the trash can. A
trash can is sometimes called a garbage can or a wastebasket.
Whatever you call it, it’s the place where you throw away your
trash.

4 Show image 2A-5: Taking out the trash

What is this man doing? He’s taking out the trash. I’'m guessing
this trash can is in his kitchen. Where else do you have trash cans
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in your house? Some people have one in every room. Lots of
people keep one in the bathroom. Is there one in your classroom?

, o , . n
1" Where do you think the trash goes How about your school’s cafeteria? Which one is bigger*

next? So, why is this man taking out the trash? Because the trash bag
is full. But then what does he do with it?

4 Show image 2A-6: Dumpster

He’ll probably take it outside to a bigger trash can, or maybe to

2 Adumpster s a large trash a dumpster. 2
container that may be next to large
buildings. Do you have a dumpster

near where you live, or do you just outdoor trash can, most people stop thinking about it. Maybe they
have a large trash can outdoors?

Once people have thrown their trash bags in a dumpster or an

say to themselves, “Good, now that stinky trash is out of sight, out
of mind.” That means they stop thinking about the trash because
they can’t see it anymore. But | don’t stop thinking about it, and
you shouldn’t either.

4 Show image 2A-7: Garbage truck

About once a week, garbage collectors come along in a big
garbage truck, pick up the trash can or dumpster, and dump its
contents into the back of the truck. And then what do they do?

3 Where do you think the garbage Do they park the truck on the edge of town and leave it there? Do
truck takes the trash? they launch the truck into outer space? Do they call up a magician
and ask him to come and make the truck disappear? 8

4+ Show image 2A-8: Landfill

They take it to the nearest landfill. Some people call the landfill
a dump, because that’s what you do: You dump your trash there.

However, | —good old Earth—prefer to call it the landfill to remind
4

4 Alandfillis a place where garbage you that all you’re doing is burying your trash inside me.
is dumped and buried.

This might look like a lot of trash, but trust me when | say that
what you see in this picture is just a teeny, tiny bit of all the trash
people around the world make every single day!

4+ Show image 2A-9: Bulldozer

Once the piles of trash in the landfill are big enough, bulldozers
move in and push dirt on top of the trash.
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5 Why do you think more garbage
can’t be dumped on this landfill?

6 ordangerous

© 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation

Why bury the trash? It goes back to the “out of sight, out of
mind” saying. If the trash is underground, people don’t have to see
it, think about it, or smell it. Your town or neighborhood is a much
safer, healthier place to live in because all that garbage is buried
underground away from where you live and play. Trust me, though,
just because the garbage is buried doesn’t mean it’'s gone—at
least not for a long, long time.

4+ Show image 2A-10: Buried garbage, semi-decayed landfill

After it’s buried, some of the garbage starts to rot, or
decompose. That means the trash breaks down into smaller and
smaller pieces and becomes part of the soil underground.

Trash that was food usually decomposes pretty quickly. The
paper plate from the birthday party will decompose, too, but it
will take longer than food. It may take several years for the paper
plate to decompose. What about the plastic spoon? Unfortunately,
plastic doesn’t rot like food and paper. So, that spoon may lie
around for hundreds or even thousands of years before it ever rots
and becomes part of the earth again.

4+ Show image 2A-11: Closed landfill

Every landfill gets filled up eventually and a new landfill is
needed so you can dump your trash. This picture shows an old
landfill that has been closed. Most of the garbage is buried and
slowly decomposing underground. 5

As you can see, plants can start to grow on the land again,
and some animals may even move back in and make their
homes there. But landfills are also dangerous. So much garbage
underground means that there are probably hazardous® gases
and chemicals in the area. The bad gases and chemicals go
back into the soil and air, and can even get into the water supply
underground. This hurts the living things that live on Earth, breathe
the air, and drink the water. Using this land again costs a lot of
money and requires a lot of hard work and time. In most cases,
land like this will remain a dangerous place for many, many years
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7 (Remind students about their to come. The trash you drop in the trash can today is out of sight,
original predictions about trash.) but it shouldn’t be out of mind 7

So, where does the garbage go?
What does the amount of garbage
that we throw away have to do
with taking care of the earth? Is
that what you thought before you
heard the read-aloud?

Discussing the Read-Aloud 15 minutes

Comprehension Questions (10 minutes)

If students have difficulty responding to questions, reread pertinent
passages of the read-aloud and/or refer to specific images. If
students give one-word answers and/or fail to use read-aloud

or domain vocabulary in their responses, acknowledge correct
responses by expanding the students’ responses, using richer

and more complex language. It is highly recommended that you
ask students to answer in complete sentences by asking them to
restate the question in their responses.

1.

What are some other names for trash? (garbage, waste, junk,
rubbish)

Who creates all the trash on Earth? (people)

Describe what happens to a piece of garbage after you throw
it away. (After you throw away garbage in a trash can inside,
you empty it either into a larger outdoor garbage can or a
dumpster. After that, the trash is loaded into a garbage truck
and then dumped into a landfill.)

Imagine you are standing near a landfill. Describe what you
might see and smell. (The landfill looks messy and dirty, and it
does not smell good.)

Why is a landfill a dangerous place? (The decomposing
garbage gives off hazardous gases and chemicals that go into
the land, water, and air. These gases and chemicals can be
very dangerous, making all living things sick.)

Why is it important to think about where our garbage goes?
(Too much garbage makes Earth a dirtier, less healthy place.)
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| am going to ask a question. | will give you a minute to think about
the question. Then | will ask you to turn to your neighbor and
discuss the question. Finally, | will call on several of you to share
what you discussed with your partner.

7. Think Pair Share: Do you think landfills are a good solution to
all the garbage people create? Why or why not? (No, a landfill
is a dangerous thing for animals, plants, and people to live
beside. We need to find a better way.)

Word Work: Hazardous (5 minutes)

1. In the read-aloud today, we heard about the hazardous gases
and chemicals that come from landfills.

2. Say the word hazardous with me.
Hazardous means very dangerous.

4. Crossing the street without looking both ways could be very
hazardous because you might get hit by a car.

5. Tell about something that is hazardous to people. Try to use
the word hazardous when you tell about it. (Ask two or three
students. If necessary, guide and/or rephrase the students’
responses: “One thing that is hazardous to people is . . .”)

6. What’s the word we’ve been talking about?

Use a Synonyms and Antonyms activity for follow-up. Directions:
The opposite of hazardous is safe. If any of the things | say are
hazardous, say, “hazardous.” If any of things | say are safe, say,
“safe.”

1. not wearing a coat during winter weather (hazardous)

2. crossing the street when the crossing guard tells you to (safe)
3. wearing a seat belt when you are in a car (safe)
4

. eating something you are allergic to (hazardous)

w Complete Remainder of the Lesson Later in the Day
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Extensions 15 minutes

Image Card Review

Display Image Cards 1-7 in random order, from left to right on a
chalkboard ledge or taped to a whiteboard or chart paper. Ask
students to tell you which card shows the very first thing that
happens when there is garbage, and reposition this card to the far
left as the “first step.” Continue with the remaining cards, having
students tell you the correct sequence of events, so you can
rearrange the cards in the correct order.

With the cards now in the correct order, point to them one at

a time and ask students to explain what is happening in each
picture. Help them create a continuous narrative that follows the
trash from its creation to its burial at a landfill. As the students
discuss each image, remember to repeat and expand upon each
response using richer and more complex language, including, if
possible, any read-aloud vocabulary. Also, encourage the use of
temporal vocabulary to help in introducing and sequencing events
and ideas: first, then, next, later, finally, etc.
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\@ Lesson Objectives

Core Content Objectives

Students will:

e Understand that natural resources are things found in nature
that are valuable and of great importance to people

e |dentify key natural resources and describe how people use them

Language Arts Objectives

Students will:

e Use agreed-upon rules for group discussions, i.e., look at
and listen to the speaker, raise hand to speak, take turns, say
“excuse me” or “please,” etc. (L.K.1)

e Carry on and participate in a conversation over four to five
turns, staying on topic, initiating comments or responding to a
partner’s comments, with either an adult or another child of the
same age (L.K.3)

e Listen to and understand a variety of texts, including fictional
stories, fairy tales, fables, historical narratives, informational
text, nursery rhymes, and poems (L.K.11)

¢ Use pictures accompanying the read-aloud to check and
support understanding of the read-aloud (L.K.14)

e Answer questions requiring literal recall and understanding of
the details and/or facts of a read-aloud, i.e., who, what, where,
when, etc. (L.K.15)

e Answer questions that require making interpretations,
judgments, or giving opinions about what is heard in a read-
aloud, including answering “why” questions that require
recognizing cause/effect relationships (L.K.17)
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e Learn new words from read-alouds and discussions (L.K.24)

Core Vocabulary

conserve, v. To protect something; to save something
Example: My dad asked me to please take shorter showers to conserve
water.
Variation(s): conserves, conserved, conserving

decayed, adj. Rotten; decomposed
Example: The decayed trash in the landfill smelled awful.
Variation(s): none

natural resources, n. Things found in nature, such as land, water, and air,
that are valuable and of great importance to people
Example: One example of Earth’s natural resources is trees, which are
used to make lumber to build houses and also to make paper.
Variation(s): natural resource

oxygen, n. The part of the air we breathe that is needed to keep people
alive
Example: We need to breathe in enough oxygen to stay healthy.
Variation(s): none

What Do We Already Know? KWL Chart
. Essential Background
Introducing the Read-Aloud Information or Terms 10
Purpose for Listening
Presenting the Read-Aloud Natural Resources Earth Hat 10
Comprehension Questions 10
Di ing the Read-Al
scussing the Read-Aloud Word Work: Conserve 5
W Complete Remainder of the Lesson Later in the Day
Extensions Natural Resources Instructional Master 3B-1 15
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Introducing the Read-Aloud 10 minutes

What Do We Already Know?

Use the KWL chart started in the first lesson to review what
students know and have learned thus far about the earth. Remind
students that in the previous read-aloud, they learned what
happens to all of the things we throw away as garbage. Ask
students to tell you what they learned about trash, and add their
comments to the ‘L’ column of the chart.

Essential Background Information or Terms

Tell students that today they are going to hear a read-aloud about
the natural resources that come from Earth. Explain that natural
resources are things found in nature, such as land, water, and

air, that are valuable and of great importance to people. People
use natural resources everyday. For example, people use water
to drink, to wash things, and to make other things we need like
medicine.

Purpose for Listening

© 2010 Core Knowledge Foundation

Tell students to listen to the read-aloud to find out more about
natural resources and the different ways that people use them.

Note: Remember to put on your Earth Hat to present the read-
aloud and remind students that in the read-aloud, Earth will be
pretending to “talk” to them.
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Presenting the Read-Aloud 10 minutes

Natural Resources

1 The continents are the seven
largest pieces of land on Earth.

2 (Point out Africa, Asia, Europe, and
Italy in the picture.)

3 (Point out the Sahara Desert to
students.)

4 (Pause for students to respond.)

4 Show image 3A-1: Earth

Earth here again. | always like to start by showing you a picture
of me, just to remind you how beautiful, amazing, and magnificent
| am! Everything people need in order to live happy, healthy lives is
available right here on good old Earth.

What continents can you see in this picture? ' You can see
Europe, Africa, and a little bit of Asia. You can always spot Europe
because of the shape of Italy. That’s the one that looks like a boot. 2

See