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TO:
District Superintendents

Superintendents of Schools

Nonpublic School Administrators

Charter School Administrators

FROM:
Edward G. Horn, Ph.D., Director

Division of Environmental Health Assessment



New York State Department of Health

Carl T. Thurnau, Coordinator



Office of Facilities Planning


New York State Education Department
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SUBJECT:
Potential for Asbestos Contamination of Art Clays due to Talc

DATE:

October 2007

Some art clays may contain talc1 that is contaminated with asbestos.  We recently became aware of information from the State of Connecticut suggesting that art clay containing talc may have been a source of asbestos in the air of a school art classroom. Connecticut’s Department of Public Health (CTDPH) wrote to the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) asking CPSC to look into whether some talcs added to art clay contain asbestos, and if so, to consider taking action.  CTDPH and the Connecticut Department of Education also wrote to Connecticut School Superintendents advising that some clays sold to Connecticut schools may contain talc contaminated with asbestos and recommending that Connecticut schools consider using clays that do not contain talc until the CPSC arrives at a conclusion. 

Upon learning of the situation in Connecticut, we requested and reviewed information provided by the CTDPH.  Although limited, the information suggests that talc in art clay may have been a potential source of indoor air asbestos in the art room.  However, the link between talc and asbestos in Connecticut schools is not conclusive.

Studies of asbestos workers show that breathing high levels of asbestos for long periods of time can cause health effects (e.g., lung cancer, asbestosis and mesothelioma).  Presently, only limited information is available about potential exposures to asbestos in talc used in art clay and the health risk that it may present.  However, measures such as the following can be taken to reduce possible exposures of school children, faculty and staff to this potential source of asbestos:

· Use talc-free clays - Although some talcs may not be contaminated with asbestos, using talc-free clays will eliminate this potential source of asbestos exposure.

· Use pre-mixed wet clays - Using these clays may help to minimize inhalation of dust from art clays and talc.  

· Use cleaning methods that reduce airborne dust - Cleaning with wet mops, sponges, and rags and/or high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filtration vacuums can reduce the potential for dust to become airborne in art rooms where talc-containing clay has been used.  Sweeping can cause dust to become airborne.  

We will continue to follow this issue and will keep you informed of any significant findings and conclusions made by the CPSC on talc and art clay.  If you have further questions, please call Laura Sahr at the New York State Education Department at (518) 474 - 3906.

____________________________





� Talc is a naturally occurring mineral.  It is added to certain clays because it reduces the temperature required to harden the clay.  
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