Severe Weather Awareness Week

The 20h annual Severe Weather Awareness Week, April 27-May 3, 2008, is almost here and this is a final reminder for your participation. The highlight of the week’s observance are the  communications drills conducted by the National Weather Service (NWS) in partnership with the New York State Disaster Preparedness Commission, the New York State Emergency Management Association, and the New York State Broadcasters Association.  

As in past years, there will be two emergency communication drills.  These drills will be run statewide, simultaneously, on April 29 at approximately 11:30 a.m. and May 1 at approximately 1:15 p.m. The five NWS offices serving the State will originate the generic emergency message to test communication networks that are in place.  If severe weather or flooding actually threatens on either scheduled date, the drill will be postponed until the same day in the following week.

Following the scheduled tests, participants will again respond electronically to the communications drill’s response form through a secure website.  You can visit this website at:

http://dev.nysemo.state.ny.us/nws/index.htm 

Your secure password is schoolswaw08 (case sensitive).  Please do not share that password.  To become familiar with the drill and to provide a record for your files, we recommend that you print a blank copy of the testing form prior to the drills.
If you have any questions regarding Severe Weather Awareness Week, please contact the Warning Coordination Meteorologist at the NWS office serving your area.

