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The $133 million in RESCUE aid for school construciion and renovations first approprlated
in the 1999-2000 and 2000-2001 State hudgets has not been folly utlized, The RESCUE Aid can be
applied to bond principal reduction or as a cash ontlay. RESCUE aid payments can not be applied
towards interest payments. Payments will be made from annual budgetary appropriations. Disiricts
may use their full apportionment or any portion ef their full apportiomnent on one or more eligible
projects, The application process is described below.

Eligible projects for RESCUE Aid inchude profects for the design, planning, construction,
acquisition, reconstruction:, rehabilitation or improvement of a public school building wsed primarily
far instmetion that is

an accesgibility project,

an educational technology project,

a health and safety project,

a physical capacity expansion project, and or
a constuction Smergency project.
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In addition, the project must have becn approved by the Commissioner on or after July first,
ningteen hundred ninety-eight or before October first, two thousatd three. Any school distict
receiving RESCUE aid sball provide an assurmce to the Commission “wot all projects funded
under this subdivision will be maintained im good repait.

«  “Accessibility project” means an eligible school construction project, which, 85 a primary
puIpose, enhances accedgibility to public school buildings used primarily for mstruction
for individuals with disabilities.

» “Construction emergency project” means an cligible school construction prcgect to
remediate emergency situations which arise in public school buildings used primarily for
instruction a8 & mesult of significant damage calsed by an unanticipated and sudden
pocurrence which results in the nevessity for immediate repair.

+ “Bducational technology project™ means an eligible school construction project which, s
a primary purpose, enbances the use of technolegy in public school buildings used
primarily for instruction, including bt not limited {0, elecirical upgrades; wirng; cabling
installations, flber optics, conduits, raceways, iclecommunication systems and wireless
options.




» “Health and salety project” means an eligibte schoo! constroction project which, as a
primary purpose, addresses the reduction or elimination of the risk of personal injury or
harm ta occuparits of public school buildings uged primarily for instruction, including but
not limited to environmental retnediation, the eradication of fire and health code
violations, the provision of adequate ventilation, and the rehabilitation and repair of
existing facililies.

» “Physical capecily expansion project” meuns an eligible school construction project
which, as a pmmary purpose, expands the gvailgbility of adequate and appropeiate
instractional space in a public school building used primarily for instruction, including
but not lirnited b expangions which provide for reduced class size.

In order to qualify for an apportionment of the 1999-2000 $145 million appropridtion as an
eligible project for RESCUE aid, projects must alse meet one ot more of the following additional

criena:
1) A letter of intent was on file with the Staic Education Department by Angust 1, 1999; or

2) The project has been approved by the voters by January 15, 2000; or in the case of a
school district in 2 city with a population of one million or more, the project is specifically
reforenced in the five-year educational facilities capital plan pursuant to Section 2590-P of
the Education Law ou file with the Commissianer as of August 1, 1999; or

3) A letter of intent is filed with the State Education Department by July 1, 2000 and the
praject is determined by the Department to be a priority project necessary to: address the
safety or health of students and staff including, but not limited to climate control: or to assurs
accessibility of individual s with disabilifies.

In order to qualify for an apportionment of the 2000-2001 $50 million appropriation as an
eligible project for RESCUE aid, projects must simply meet the criteria of being approved by the
voters, or the board of education of a school district where voter approval is not required, on or after
July 1, 1998 and before July 1, 2003 and being approved by the Commissioner on or afer July 1,
1998 and before October 1, 2003, :

NOTE: Please note that leiter of intent and voter authorization dates for recently approved
projects may be found on the Office of Facilities Planning web site af: '
http:/fvww.emsc.nysed.gov/facplen/articles/projects.html. Your RESS.17 zlfocations cax be
found um the State Ajd Office web site at; hitp:/fstateaid.nysed.gov.

Appiication

: You must file an applicaiion an application to receive RESCUE aid, A district may apply for

jis apportionment at any time before the end of the 2002-2003 scheol year. The appottionment of the
© $145 nullion is based on your district’s 1998-99 proportion of the total sate resident public and non-
public enrollment. The apportionment of the $50 million is based on your district’s 1999-2000
proportion of the total state resident public and non-public enrollment. The minimum apportiomment
15 520,000 for bath sppropriations.

The application process is as follows:



http:l/www.eiii.S~.nysed.gov/faeplan/arlidesJproject

1, For projects previously approved by Facilities Planning, submit a separate letter indicating
the amount nf RESCUE funds and the purpose for which these funds will be ysed. In
addition, districts must sybmit form FPFI, Request for Revision of Financial Information,

2. For projects ?ending approval at Fagilitics Planning, districts must submit 2 separste
letter a3 described above and re-submit Fogm FP-F, Application for examination and
Approval of Final Plans and Specifications.

3. For new Applications district must submit Form FP-F as above and clearly indicete the use
of RESCUE funds on the application.

RESCUE Aid may be used as explained below in combination with State Bujlding Aid two
offsel a portion of the distriet’s loca] share,

1. District Building Aid ratio (including 10% incentive aid) less than 90%:
*» RESCUE Aid may be uséd in conjunction with regular building aid and any
reorganization incentive building aid to cover $5% of the appreved project vost.

2. District Enhanced Building Aid ratio (jncluding 10% incentive aid) equal o or greater
than 90%:
* RESCUE Aid may be used in conjunction with regular building aid and any
reorganization incentive building aid te cover up to 98% of the approved project cost.

In addition, RESCUE Aid may be used to fund the principal portion (but not the associated
interest payment) of those costs thet are in excess of costs that are sligible for building aid.

Districts Eligible for an Apportionmant Greater Than $100,000

Any school distrigt eiigible fot an apportionment in excess of $100,000 from the 1599-2000
allocation of $145 million who is applying to the commssioner for approval shall demonsmate: 1)
that the project s contained within its five year capita) facilities plan and is a eritical priority project,
or 2) that such projsct is considered a construction emergency, or 3) that such project is an approved
buildinz aidable project.

Quesiions

Further questions should be directed to the Office of Facilities Planning at (518) 474-3506 or
Office of State Aid (518) 474-2877. :
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