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▲ develop ideas

▲ reveal/understand medium

▲ identify/use experiences

▲ understand mediums

▲ develop skills

▲ know cultural institutions

▲ art professionals

▲ explain reflections

▲ explain visual qualities
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This is an interdisciplinary learn-

ing unit in which students cre-
ate a series of narrative draw-

ings in conjunction with writing,
based on observation and memory of
what happens in their community or
on their block. 

This unit was completed during a 40-
minute class session, once a week, for
3 months.

&MY BLOCK BEYOND



Learning Experiences 3

Tell Us What The Teacher
Does

Develop problems to be solved for the day, such as
what is happening on the students’ block or how they
can make it clear what people are doing.

Present art work for study or read  a passage from a
story and discuss how the details add to the picture or
story.

Identify vocabulary and  discuss when words can be
used.

Ask questions to
encourage students to
become aware of the
characters and setting
in a picture or a story.
Formulate questions to
elicit a wide range of
responses and under-
standing including
cause and effect, emo-
tions displayed, obstacles people have to overcome, etc.

Help identify starting points for new pictures.

Encourage students to work together.

Encourage everyone to read and revise written work.

Select students to form writing or art conference
groups.

Develop ground rules for group work.

Develop reflective questionnaires to be used at the
conclusion of the series.

Initiate whole class critiques, as necessary, to encourage
students to clarify their thinking and come up with
new ideas for working.

Hold individual interviews with students.

Present the work based on students’ suggestions.

Tell Us What The Students
Do

Create a drawing based on the theme “What is happen-
ing on my block”.

Review and add words to the vocabulary list such as
gesture, reflect, analyze,setting, plot etc.

Write a description of what is happening in the picture.

Write a description of what they see in a peer’s draw-
ing.

As a class, analyze several
drawings and writings to
clarify the difference between
descriptive statements and a
story.

Analyze ways the visual and
written language is used by
artists, authors, and their
peers.

Create a new drawing or
revise the first drawing to show one or more actions or
a problem that is happening on the block.

Write a story using their second or revised drawing to
include an obstacle to be overcome or a problem to be
solved.

In small groups, exchange ideas and ask questions
about the others’ work.

Analyze resource material such as newspaper articles,
reproductions of art work, stories, and books.

Write a third draft based on additional resources and
conversations with peers and parents.

Work with partners to complete the reflective question-
aire based on their completed series.

Decide how to present their work.

Art reproduction, such as works by
Romare Bearden, Jacob Lawrence, Ben
Shahn and Edward Hopper are
examined as well as story passages
from “Felita” by Nicholoso Mohr.

Teacher

Additional Help As Needed

Cluster art teachers can make use of other places beyond the classroom for students to work.

Have the students examine resources for ideas.

Challenge  those able to illustrate a children’s book.

Build on student’s discovery and identify positive changes in their work.
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ASSESSMENT

Evidence of student progress includes the drawings and writing, daily comments and student
interaction, responses to reflective questionnaire, interviews, and observing students at work.

☛Assessment
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REFLECTIONS

This activity requires time for the art teacher to plan with the classroom teacher and to identify
resources.

The computer can be  an important tool for students.  They approach their work seriously when
they are reading their work in a  printed format and they are eager to continue drawing and
writing.

The process of drawing in conjunction with wrting can be utilized as early as grade 2 and
through high school, in any discipline. 

Other themes might be “My Town” or “A Town Gathering.”

Student Work:

Reducing the series
of drawings allows
for single pages of
work to display pic-
tures and writing.

Student writing is
typed to give the
process an important
look.
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Student Work:

Spelling errors and
punctuation are cor-
rected after the stu-
dents read and
approve the
changes.

The rubric developed
for this work was
completed based on
the student work and
developmental
graphic and writing
characteristics.

Both drawing and writing experiences
are facilitated by the art teacher.

Teacher

The visual learners who were having difficulties
with their work became “stars” of the class.

Teacher
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▲ sing/play

▲ understanding cultural
dimensions

Making  A Rainstick

Making rainsticks is a very
popular project with grades 4-8.
I currently use this unit for
grade 7 but have used it for
other grades successfully in the
past. 

Teacher

I N T E R M E D I AT E

ARTS
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Resources

• round postal tubes
• flathead nails
• masking tape
• “fill”—seeds, pebbles, rice, dried

beans, dried macaroni, beads

The rainstick is a tube-shaped rattle
which produces sound imitating
rainfall. Originally, many sound-pro-
ducing instruments, such as a rain-
stick served ritual or magical pur-
poses. Today, rainsticks may be
used as instruments for entertain-
ment or a story.
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The teacher will:

• read about rain sticks

• demonstrate how to make rain sticks

• review Documentation of Proceduresform with the
students.

The students will:

• answer questions on the rainstick ditto

• bring materials to create rainsticks

• complete Documentation of Proceduresform while
making their rainstick

• hammer many nails into postal tubes

• experiment with various amounts of small objects
inside to create different sounds

• seal the tube at each end with tape

• cover the tube

• demonstrate tubes

• complete evaluation of lesson.

Other curricular areas that may be integrated with this lesson include:

• social studies studies of the countries and climate (rainfall)

• science science of sound

• technology use of hammer & nails

• visual arts designing covers for the rainsticks

Assessment
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