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NOTE: This document is a work in progress. Parts
II and III, in particular, are in need of further
development, and we invite the submission of
additional learning experiences and local perfor-
mance tasks for these sections. Inquiries regarding
submission of materials should be directed to: The
Career Development & Occupational Studies
Resource Guide, Room 681 EBA, New York State
Education Department, Albany, NY 12234 (tel. 518-
474-5922).

http://www.nysed.gov
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▲ analyze information/mathe-
matical problems

▲ organize/process informa-
tion

▲ apply technology to solve
problems

▲ allocate resources

▲ analyze information/mathe-
matic systems performance
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C O M M E N C E M E N T

CDOS

3a

Materials
silk flowers

greens

sahara

floral tape

ribbon

wire cutters

hot glue gun

glue sticks

price tags

invoices

Sharon Merulla

New York State Division for Youth

Lansing Residential Center

270 Auburn Road

Lansing, NY 14882

(607) 553-4262

Grades 8-10

Students need to know:
■ basic safety procedures when

using floral implements and hot
glue gun

■ rationale for produc-
ing products for sale,
and that the project
must be self-sustain-
ing except for the
physical plant and
staff

■ program directly ben-
efits the students

■ basics of floral design
■ how to construct a rib-

bon bow
■ how to price materials

using current
invoices, 

■ how to use percentages and deci-
mals to calculate the mark up to
the final sale price

F l o w e rPo w e r



Learning Experiences 3

S
tudents will be able to design, construct, and

market a saleable product in an on-campus craft

store.  They will be able to use color, shape, and a

variety of textures to achieve the final product which is

a silk flower arrangement.

Students will:
a. review previously learned basic design concepts and pictures of floral arrangements using

similar materials

b. select (from available supplies) the materials to be used
including silk flowers, greens, and founda-
tion items

c. select ribbon
that will compli-
ment the previ-
ously selected
materials

d. construct a sturdy
foundation to sup-
port arrangement

e. place the guide
flowers for the shape
of the arrangement

f. place all filler materi-
als into the arrange-
ment

g. make the bow and
place it into the
arrangement

h. price out the total cost of
materials

i. apply the appropriate
mark up to create the sale
price

j. mark the item for sale

The teacher will:
demonstrate the construction
of a sturdy foundation and silk
floral arrangement.  Bow mak-
ing  procedures and placement
in the arrangement will be
reviewed as will percentages and
decimals and the mark up
process.

This activity is a series of lessons
related to the entrepreneur component
of career education.

Teacher
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ASSESSMENT 
Assessment by:

✔ observation

✔ checklist

✔ peer critiques

✔ sale of products

☛Assessment
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REFLECTION
Students enjoy the creativity and freedom involved with this activity.  Bringing an idea to life
and having the general public purchase that creation is very exciting for the students.  This
activity can be done on a much smaller scale and with any  age group of students.  No prior
experience is necessary.  You could involve the art department.



CLASSROOM
COLONIAL

MUSEUM
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I N T E R M E D I AT E

▲ interact with positive man-
ner

▲ reach shared decision

▲ resources to accomplish
task

CDOS

3a

T
he purpose of this activity is to rein-

force three essential workplace skills

(SCANS) through the application of a

social studies lesson. Students create a

museum using the classroom to display

items of a colonial child’s life. 

Karen Potter

Gilboa-Conesville Central School

Wyckoff Road

Gilboa, NY 12076

(607) 588-7541

k p o t t e r 4 0 @ a o l . c o m

Grade 5

CLASSROOM
COLONIAL

MUSEUM

Applying SCANS in lessons is a part of the elemen-
tary school curricula for all units of work. Although
this activity is for the elementary school, the SCANS
covered are at the intermediate level of difficulty. 

Materials
Paper, poster board, markers,
paint boxes, 23 feathers,
sticks, bark, cooking ingredi-
ents, candle wax, string, and
coffee cans

Many museums are looking for
activities like this to help support
their own efforts. They are gener-
ally very willing to help and sup-
port the teacher with grants.

Students need to be very
familiar with self-directed
group work. Before doing a
project of this magnitude, it
would be very helpful to do
smaller group projects in
order to familiarize the
students with the dynamics of
a group.

Teacher
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■ Perimeter, area, and how to draw to scale

■ Some of the occupations in Colonial
America

■ Knowledge in writing a newspaper article

■ Terminology—curator, museum, meeting
house, village green, blacksmith, and sil-
versmith

■ Basic knowledge of Colonial America—
New England, Middle, and Southern
Colonies through literature

Various Group
Responsibilities
■✓ As a whole class activity, create a museum

using the whole classroom to display all
aspects of colonial life. (Social Studies)

■✓ As a large group, decide on which aspects
will be represented, i.e., school, crafts, recre-
ation and food (Interpersonal Skills)

■✓ Breaking into small groups, create a 3-D dis-
play or pictorial representation of each of the
agreed upon aspects of a colonial child’s life.
(Personal Qualities)

Individual Responsibilities

■✓ Before the actual setup of the classroom, stu-
dents are to create a floor plan of the class-
room as the museum. Plans will be drawn to
scale. (Measurement)

■✓ During daily discussions, make a group deci-
sion on how different areas will be repre-
sented, i.e., making candles, building a barn,
constructing a school, dressing in costume.
(Interpersonal Skills)

■✓ Label and describe each item; each source in
research is documented. (Managing
Resources)

■✓ Develop a schedule for other classes and par-
ents to come and tour the museum.

■✓ Students conduct tours of the museum, alter-
nating roles of museum guides, presenters,
and crafters.

■✓ Students will write and submit a newspaper
article about their experience to a local news-
paper.
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The initial  contact with a curator at a local museum and set up for a field trip to the museum
will be done by the teacher. This trip is for students to learn about the different jobs in a real
life museum.
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The teacher will work with the class to develop a rubric of what a quality colonial museum
would look like before the project begins. Agood role for the teacher is to act as a coach and
resource guide. Acting as a coach, the teacher will debrief the class on the daily progress of the
museum.
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The teacher will contact a local newspaper to photograph completed museum.
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ASSESSMENT
• The teacher will make anecdotal records throughout the planning, creating, and tour of the

museum.

• Samples of: Letter describing the project and responsibilities

• Quantitative Rubric for Colonial Museum Project (Student designed based on previously agreed
upon standards.)

• Anecdotal records kept by teacher

• Quantitative Rubric used to score children on finished product

Assessment
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REFLECTION
In an effort to have students self-evaluate themselves and to establish standards that are
appropriate for individual learning styles, I have students compile a list of their of quality
standards that they use to judge their own work. This is a useful tool in helping them “buy
into” projects.

Parents really enjoyed helping in the classroom especially with some of the crafts and the
cooking of colonial food.

Avery helpful teacher resource used: 
Education by Design, Critical Skills Program, Antioch New England Graduate School
Keene, New Hampshire


