October 17, 2011

What Is SIRS?
2011–12 Student Information Repository System

Note that updates and clarifications for the 2011–12 school year are highlighted in yellow.
The New York State Student Information Repository System (SIRS) provides a single source of standardized individual student records for analysis at the local, regional, and State levels to improve student performance and to meet State and federal reporting and accountability requirements. Local Education Agencies (LEAs) must use this system to report certain data to the New York State Education Department (NYSED). LEAs are districts, charter schools, the New York State School for the Deaf, and the New York State School for the Blind. Certain State agencies (e.g., OCFS, DOC, OPWDD, OMH) and approved private schools that provide educational services to court placed students pursuant to Article 81 must also report data using the SIRS. Nonpublic schools who participate in State assessments in elementary/middle-level ELA, mathematics, science, or secondary-level Regents exams must report these data using the SIRS.
The New York State Student Identifier System (NYSSIS) is a key element of the SIRS.  NYSED developed this system to assign a stable, unique student identifier to every preschool student who is referred to the CPSE for determination of eligibility for preschool special education, prekindergarten through grade 12 public school student, and participant in an approved GED program in New York State.  Unique identifiers enhance student data reporting and improve data quality and ensure that students can be tracked longitudinally as they transfer between LEAs.  In the SIRS, each student record is uniquely identified with a 10-digit number assigned when the student first enters a State public school, public agency, child-care institution that operates a school, or participating nonpublic school.
SIRS Levels

There are multiple data collection points within SIRS.  The first point is the local student management system (SMS) used by the LEA. Student demographic, school enrollment, program, and performance data are typically collected in the local SMS.  LEAs that have a local SMS can import their data into “Level 0” of SIRS. LEAs that do not have a local SMS can enter their data directly into “Level 0”. 

Level 0 is a Web-based application hosted by the Regional Information Centers (RICs) that provides LEAs with the ability to enter and verify data.  Data can be imported or entered directly into this system. The system may also be used to collect additional data that may not be available in an SMS.  Verified data is exported from Level 0 in a format that can be loaded directly into the Level 1 repository. 

Level 1 repositories are implemented and operated by most RICs and some Big 5 City School Districts, also referred to as the “Level 1 Operators”. (See diagram below.)  Each Level 1 repository includes, at a minimum, all the data elements defined in the “SIRS Data Elements” document.  Users of the Level 1 repositories may include additional data elements to meet local or regional needs.  In addition to meeting State reporting requirements, the data collected at this level are used for local data analysis and reporting and may be used for pre-printing scannable assessment answer sheets.  The demographic data elements are also used in the NYSSIS to create unique student IDs, which are stored and maintained at this level.  Data are loaded into Level 1 repositories using data templates and load procedures provided within the eScholar application.  All school districts, charter schools, State agencies that operate educational programs, nonpublic schools that administer State assessments and child-care institutions that operate a school must participate in a Level 1 Repository.  These repositories are used to prepare data for submission to the Level 2 Repository.  Data in the Level 1 Repository are available only to users with a legitimate educational interest.
The Level 2 Repository is a single statewide data warehouse, where all required student data from Level 1 are combined.  This level holds records for all students and provides educators and policymakers with a resource for data-driven decisions to improve curriculum and instruction.  In the Level 2 Repository, each student record is uniquely identified with a 10-digit NYSSIS number assigned when the Level 1 operator sends a file for the student to NYSSIS when he/she first enters a State public school, charter school, public agency, child care institution that operates a school, or participating nonpublic school. Data in the Level 2 Repository are available only to users with a legitimate educational interest. Currently, Level 2 provides data for the New York State School Report Card, for determining the accountability status of public and charter schools and districts, to meet federal reporting requirements, to inform policy decisions, and to meet other State needs for individual student data. Standard aggregations of data from the Level 2 Repository are placed in the Annual Reporting Database to provide the general public with access to school performance data.
SIRS data are available to authorized users in the Level 2 reporting environment (L2RPT), a statewide Web-based data reporting service that provide LEAs and other personnel with a group of reports and analyses of student demographics and performance data as loaded into the Level 2 repository. User accounts for the Level 2 reporting environment are created and managed through the State Education Department’s Delegated Account System (SEDDAS) available at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/seddas/seddashome.html. Specific details on how to proceed with the authorization of accounts are provided by your Level 1 data center. 
SIRS Data Flow
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Statewide Data with Unencrypted

Student IDs

Level 1

Operated by RICs and Big 5*

Level 1 Verification Process: Superintendents must certify that data are accurate before the RIC/Big 5 will transfer the data to Level 2

NYSSIS Database (for Unique Student ID Matching Process)

Level 2 Verification Process:

Districts preview NYS Report Card data and review for accuracy, making changes in their SMS or at Level 0, as needed

LEAs Enter and Verify Data
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*The “Level 1 Operators” are South Central RIC, Central New York RIC, Eastern Suffolk RIC (includes Syracuse), Lower Hudson RIC, MidHudson RIC, Madison-Oneida RIC, Nassau RIC, Northeastern RIC, New York City, Western New York RIC (includes Buffalo, Greater Southern Tier RIC, Monroe RIC, Rochester, and Wayne Finger Lakes RIC), and Yonkers
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