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Calculating Participation, Performance, and Graduation Rates for 
2008–09 Accountability Using 2007–08 Elementary/Middle-Level 

And High School Accountability Verification Reports 
 
Elementary/Middle-Level Accountability 
 
Calculating Participation Rates for Elementary/Middle-Level ELA, Math, and Science   
The following equation is used to determine the participation rate for ELA, math, and 
science at the elementary/middle level: 
 
Participation Rate = 100 × (Count of Participation Rate Enroll Students with Valid Test 
Scores ÷ Count of Participation Rate Enroll Students) 
 
Step 1: Open the District/School Summary Report (Report A) of the Elementary/Middle-
Level Accountability Verification Report and click on the Participation Rate Enroll number 
in the All Grades column. 

 

Step 1 
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Step 2: In the District/School Subgroup Report (Report B), click on the Participation Rate 
Enroll number in the All Grades column in the appropriate row for the subgroup for which 
you want to determine the participation rate. The diagram below points to the number for 
the All Students subgroup. 

 
 

Step 2 
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Step 3: The resulting Student Detail Report (Report C) lists all students in the Count of 
Participation Rate Enroll Students (177 in the sample below) for that subgroup. To 
determine which of these students are included in the Count of Participation Rate Enroll 
Students with Valid Test Scores, identify the “Accountable Assmt” in the purple shaded 
area to the far right of the student’s name (Grade 3 ELA in the sample). If that assessment 
is also listed under “Assessment” in the green shaded area to the far right of the student’s 
district with a “Performance Level” of Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, or Level 4, the student is 
part of the Count of Participation Rate Enroll Students with Valid Test Scores. 

 
The student in the sample above earned a Performance Level of 3 on Grade 3 ELA, which 
was the assessment for which he was accountable at the elementary/middle level in ELA. 
As such, this student will be included in the Count of Participation Rate Enroll Students 
with Valid Test Scores for the All Students subgroup. 
If the Assessment in the green shaded area does not match the Accountable Assmt 
exactly (e.g., the grade is different) or the Performance Level is Administrative Error, the 
student will not be included in the Count of Participation Rate Enroll Students with Valid 
Test Scores but will be included in the Count of Participation Rate Enroll Students 
(excluded from the numerator but included in the denominator). 

Count of 
Participation 

Enroll  
Students Accountable

Assmt 

Assessment Performance Level
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Step 4: Sum the number of students identified as included in the Count of Participation 
Rate Enroll Students with Valid Test Scores. 
Step 5: Using the equation above, calculate the Participation Rate. Districts/schools meet 
the participation-rate criterion for elementary/middle-level ELA and math for a subgroup if 
the participation rate is equal to or greater than 95. Districts/schools meet the participation-
rate criterion for science for a subgroup if the participation rate is equal to or greater than 
80. 
For more information on meeting the participation criterion, see the SIRS Policy Manual at 
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/SIRS/home.shtml . 
 
Calculating Performance Indices for Elementary/Middle-Level ELA, Math, and 
Science 
The following equation is used to determine the Performance Index for ELA, math, and 
science at the elementary/middle level: 
 
Performance Index = 100 × [(Count of Performance Index Enroll Performing at Levels 2, 
3, and 4 + the Count at Levels 3 and 4) ÷ Count of Performance Index Enroll] 
 
Step 1: Open the District/School Summary Report (Report A) of the Elementary/Middle-
Level Accountability Verification Report and click on the Performance Index Enroll number 
in the All Grades column. 

 

Step 1 
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Step 2: In the District/School Subgroup Report (Report B), click on the Performance Index 
Enroll number in the All Grades column in the appropriate row for the subgroup for which 
you want to determine the Performance Index. The diagram below points to the number for 
the All Students subgroup. 

 
 
 

Step 2 
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Step 3: The resulting Student Detail Report (Report C) lists all students in the Count of 
Performance Index Enroll Students (164 in the sample below) for the All Students 
subgroup. To determine which of these students are included in the Count of Performance 
Index Enroll Performing at Levels 2, 3, and 4, identify the Accountable Assmt in the purple 
shaded area to the far right of the student’s name (Grade 3 ELA in the sample) and the 
Performance Level associated with that Assessment in the green shaded area to the far 
right of the student’s district. 

 
The student in the sample above earned a Performance Level of 3 on Grade 3 ELA, which 
was the assessment for which he was accountable at the elementary/middle level in ELA. 
As such, this student will be included in the Count of Performance Index Enroll Performing 
at Level 3. 
Step 4: Sum the number of students in the Count of Performance Index Enroll Performing 
at Level 2. Sum the number performing at Level 3. Sum the number performing at Level 4. 
Step 5: Using the equation above, calculate the Performance Index. Districts/schools meet 
the performance criterion if the Performance Index is equal to or greater than the Effective 
Annual Measurable Objective (see table below) or Safe Harbor Target for ELA and math, 
or State Standard (100) or Progress Target for science. (See 2006–07 Accountability and 
Overview Reports on www.nySTART.gov for Safe Harbor Targets and Progress Targets.) 
For more information on meeting the performance criterion, see the SIRS Policy Manual at 
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/SIRS/home.shtml . 

Count of 
Performance 
Index Enroll 
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Secondary-Level Accountability 
 
Calculating Participation Rates for Secondary-Level ELA and Math  
The following equation is used to determine the participation rate for ELA and math at the 
secondary level: 
 
Participation Rate = 100 × (Tested ÷ Total Students Counted for Grade 12 Participation) 
 
Step 1: Open the District/School Summary Report (Report A) of the High School 
Accountability Verification Report and click on the district or school for which you want to 
determine participation rates.  

 
 

District 

School 
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Step 2: The Tested and Total Students Counted for Grade 12 Participation needed to 
calculate the participation rate for each subgroup using the equation above are provided in 
the resulting District/School Subgroup Report (Report B). The sample below points to the 
numbers used to calculate the sample school’s participation rate for the All Students 
subgroup for ELA and math. 

 
 
 
Step 3: Using the equation above, calculate the Participation Rate. 
For the sample school, the ELA participation rate for All Students would be: 

100 (383 ÷ 374) = 100 (0.9765013) = 97.65013 = 98% 
For the sample school, the math participation rate for All Students would be: 

100 (383 ÷ 377) = 100 (0.9843342) = 98.43342 = 98% 
Districts/schools meet the participation-rate criterion for secondary-level ELA and math for 
a subgroup if the participation rate is equal to or greater than 95. 
For more information on meeting the participation criterion, see the SIRS Policy Manual at 
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/SIRS/home.shtml . 
 

Total Students 
Counted for Grade 

12 Participation 
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for ELA 
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Calculating Performance Indices for ELA and Math at the Secondary Level 
The following equation is used to determine the Performance Index for ELA and math at 
the secondary level: 
 
Performance Index = 100 × [(Count of Total Students Counted for 2004 Accountability 
Cohort Performing at Levels 2, 3, and 4 + the Count at Levels 3 and 4) ÷ Total Students 
Counted for 2004 Accountability Cohort] 
 
Step 1: Open the District/School Summary Report (Report A) of the High School 
Accountability Verification Report and click on the district or school for which you want to 
determine Performance Indices.  

 
 

District 

School 
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Step 2: The Total Students Counted for 2004 Accountability Cohort and the Count 
Performing at Levels 2, 3, and 4 needed to calculate the Performance Index for each 
subgroup using the equation above are provided in the resulting District/School Subgroup 
Report (Report B). The sample below points to the numbers used to calculate the sample 
school’s Performance Index for the All Students subgroup for ELA.  

 
 
 
Step 3: Using the equation above, calculate the Performance Index. 
For the sample school, the ELA Performance Index for All Students would be: 

100 × [(25 + 221 + 99 + 221 + 99) ÷ 376] = 100 × (665 ÷ 376) = 176.8617 = 177 
Subgroups meet the performance criterion if the Performance Index is equal to or greater 
than the Effective Annual Measurable Objective (see table below) or the Safe Harbor 
Target (see 2006–07 Accountability and Overview Report on www.nySTART.gov ). For 
more information on meeting the performance criterion, see the SIRS Policy Manual at 
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/SIRS/home.shtml . 
 

Total Students 
Counted for 2004 

Accountability Cohort 

Total Students Counted 
for 2004 Accountability 
Cohort Performing at 

Levels 2, 3, and 4 for ELA 
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Calculating Graduation Rate 
The following equation is used to determine the graduation rate at the secondary level: 
 
Graduation Rate = 100 × (Count of 2003 Graduation Cohort with Diploma ÷ Total 
Students Counted for Graduation Cohort) 
 
Step 1: Open the District/School Summary Report (Report A) of the High School 
Accountability Verification Report and click on the district or school for which you want to 
determine graduation rates.  

 
 

District 

School 
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Step 2: The 2003 Graduation Cohort with Diplomas and Total Students counted for 
Graduation Cohort needed to calculate the graduation rate for each subgroup using the 
equation above are provided in the resulting District/School Subgroup Report (Report B). 
The sample below points to the numbers used to calculate the sample school’s graduation 
rate for the All Students subgroup.  

 
 
 
Step 3: Using the equation above, calculate the graduation rate. 
For the sample school, the graduation rate for All Students would be: 

100 × (282 ÷ 344] = 100 × 0.8197674 = 81.97674 = 82 
Subgroups meet the graduation-rate criterion if the graduation rate is equal to or greater 
than 55 or the Progress Target (see 2006–07 Accountability and Overview Report on 
www.nySTART.gov ). For more information on meeting the graduation-rate criterion, see 
the SIRS Policy Manual at http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/SIRS/home.shtml . 

Total Students 
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Effective Annual Measurable Objectives for 2008–09 Status Based on 2007–08 Data 
 
An Effective AMO is the lowest Performance Indicator (PI) that an accountability group of a given size can achieve in a subject for 
the group’s PI not to be considered significantly different from the AMO for that subject. If an accountability group’s PI equals or 
exceeds the Effective AMO, the group is considered to have made Annual Yearly Progress (AYP).  

Number of Students Participating (Valid Scores) 
Measure
/Subject 

AMO 
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ELA 3-8 133 116 117 118 119 120 121 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 

Math 3-8 102 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 

HS ELA 165 148 149 150 151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 

HS Math 159 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 
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