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2009–10 High School preAOR Report Guide

The 2009–10 preview Accountability and Overview Reports (preAORs) currently available on nySTART show accountability aggregates and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) determinations for secondary-level English language arts (ELA), secondary-level mathematics, and graduation rate for districts and schools. The preAORs will be refreshed every Thursday from July 1 until August 5.  Data and determinations in the preAORs are based on data in Level 2 of the Student Information Repository System (SIRS) at 11:59 p.m. on the previous Friday.

If you believe that the AYP determinations shown in the preAORs are inaccurate, review the underlying data in the High School Accountability Verification Reports (AVRs), also available on nySTART, or the High School Accountability Data Verification Reports available on L2RPT. Corrections to underlying data must be made in your local Student Management Systems, which will then be loaded into Level 2 of the SIRS. These corrections will be reflected in the following week’s run of the verification reports and the preAORs.

The New York State Education Department strongly encourages you to save copies of the preAOR for recordkeeping purposes.

Questions about the preAOR may be sent to dataquest@mail.nysed.gov .

Important Information About Data, Calculations, and Statuses Shown in preAORs
NYSAA 1% “Cap”

In accordance with federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) regulation, for accountability purposes only, districts that have more than 1.0 percent of their continuously enrolled tested students at the elementary/middle level or of the accountability cohort at the secondary level performing at Levels 3 and 4 on the New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) will have sufficient numbers of these students counted as performing at Level 2 when calculating Performance Indices (PIs) to reduce the percentage of proficient students to one. When possible, such students are chosen by the New York State Education Department so that the reduction will not impact accountability for the district and component schools in the district. This 1.0 percent reduction is automatically determined, and is reflected in the preAORs.
34 Points Rule for Students with Disabilities
The 34-Points Rule was an alternate method for students with disabilities to meet the Performance Criterion in elementary/middle- and secondary-level ELA and mathematics in 2008–09. If a school or district failed to make AYP XE "AYP" 

 XE "Adequate Yearly Progress"  solely because of the performance of students with disabilities, met the 95 percent participation requirement for this group, and would meet or exceed the AMO XE "Annual Measurable Objective" 

 XE "AMO"  (not the EAMO XE "Effective Annual Measurable Objective" 

 XE "EAMO" ) for this measure if 34 points XE "34-points rule"  were added to the PI XE "PI" 

 XE "Performance Index" , the school or district was considered to have made AYP for students with disabilities. The United Stated Education Department did NOT approve the use of this rule for the 2009–10 school year.
Former Students with Disabilities


In the preAOR, if the count of students with disabilities is equal to or greater than 30, former students with disabilities are included in the performance calculations.

Gender/Migrant


The preAORs show the count of male, female, and migrant students for each accountability measure, along with their participation rates, PIs, EAMOs, and graduation rates. These data will NOT be used to make AYP determinations for schools and districts.
Revised Graduation Rate Goal and Progress Target

New federal regulations require a change to the graduation-rate goal (or State standard) and progress targets for 2009–10. The new graduation rate goal is 80%. The progress target is a 20% gap reduction over the previous year’s graduation rate. The 2009–10 progress target is calculated by subtracting the percentage of the 2004 cohort XE "cohort"  earning a local or Regents diploma by August 31, 2008 from 80 (the State standard), multiplying the result by 0.20, and then adding the result to the percentage of the 2004 cohort earning a local or Regents diploma by August 31, 2008. The 2010–11 progress target is calculated by subtracting the percentage of the 2005 cohort earning a local or Regents diploma by August 31, 2009 from 80 (the State standard), multiplying the result by 0.20, and then adding the result to the percentage of the 2005 cohort earning a local or Regents diploma by August 31, 2009. To make AYP in graduation rate, the graduation rate of the 2005 graduation-rate total cohort for the All Students group must equal or exceed the graduation rate goal or the 2009–10 progress target. If the graduation rate of the 2005 graduation-rate total cohort for a group equals or exceeds the graduation rate goal or the 2009–10 progress target, the group qualifies for safe harbor in secondary-level ELA and mathematics. For more information, see the SIRS Manual at http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/irts/sirs/.
Aspirational Goal

The Board of Regents has set an aspirational goal that 95% of students in each public school and school district will graduate within five years of first entry into grade 9. The preAOR shows the graduation rate for the 2005 total cohort through June 2010 (after 5 years) for each school and district. The preAOR also indicates whether or not the school or district met the aspirational goal of 95%. The ability of a school or district to meet the aspirational goal does not impact its accountability status. Note that data for schools and districts with fewer five students in the cohort will be suppressed in the July versions of the preAOR and in the AOR for public release to protect student confidentiality.
School Accountability Status


The overall status and status by measure (e.g., secondary-level English language arts (ELA), secondary-level mathematics, and graduation rate) for schools is not available in the preAOR. However, to assist schools whose improvement status requires that they provide parental notification of options for Supplemental Education Services (SES) or Public School Choice prior to the start of the 2010–11 school year, on June 16, 2010 SED provided districts with a notification of the potential 2010–11 status determinations for their component schools based on prior year’s performance (http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/nyc/APA/Memos/DAMemoJune2010.pdf).  In most cases, districts can use this information to determine whether a school will or will not need to provide SES or Public School Choice in the 2010–11 school year before 2009–10 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) determinations become available.  In addition, on May 24, 2010, a “Prospective Phase and Category Worksheet,” which allows schools to determine their phase and category based on previous year’s status and current year’s Adequate Yearly Progress, was posted at http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/nyc/APA/Differentiated_Accountability/CategoryWorksheet2010-11.xls.
District Accountability Status


The overall status for districts in the preAOR is based on secondary-level data only. When 3–8 data become available, the overall status for districts may change.
District “Pending” Status

The overall status and/or status by measure of some districts may appear as “Pending” in the preAORs. Pending indicates that there were not enough students (i.e., 40 students for participation calculations; 30 students for performance calculations) in the district to make an AYP and status determination using normal procedures. For districts with too few students at both the elementary/middle and secondary levels to use normal procedures to determine AYP and status, special evaluation procedures are used to determine overall status. These procedures are completed over the summer, so the resulting statuses will not be available in the preAORs. However, the statuses will be available in the accountability list and AORs planned for public release in December 2010.  For further information on these districts and schools, contact the Accountability, Policy, and Administration Office at (718) 722-2796.
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