High School Cohort Definitions: 2011–12 School Year
Accountability decisions for secondary-level English language arts (ELA) and mathematics performance and for graduation rate are determined for a cohort of students; that is, students who first enter grade 9 in the same school year.   Cohort data are used to make accountability decisions, for graduation rate and other public reporting, and to inform policy initiatives, like career and college readiness calculations.  Cohort data may also be linked to other data collected from districts and charter schools or other sources to respond to data requests not specified here.

Data for cohorts are captured as of a certain date or Reporting Date.   The table below shows the cohorts and reporting dates that will be calculated using data submitted at the end of the 2011-12 school year.  Cohort year is determined using the GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE as reported using the Student Lite Template in the school year when the last enrollment record occurred as of the reporting date.

	Cohort
	Consists of
	Reporting Date
	Used for

	2008 ELA and Math Accountability Cohort
	Students who first entered grade 9 in the 2008–09 school year
	June 30, 2012
	ELA and math performance accountability

	2007 Graduation-Rate  Total Cohort (4-Year ) for Accountability
	Students who first entered grade 9 in the 2007–08 school year
	June 30, 2011 count of students,  includes diplomas awarded through August 31, 2011
	Graduation rate accountability

	2006 Graduation-Rate Total Cohort (5-Year) for Accountability
	Students who first entered grade 9 in the 2006–07 school year
	June 30, 2011 count of students, includes diplomas awarded through August 31, 2011
	Graduation rate accountability

	2008 Total Cohort 

(4-Year June)
	Students who first entered grade 9 in the 2008–09 school year
	June 30, 2012
	Graduation-rate and Aspirational Performance Measure (APM) reporting
 and to inform policy decisions

	2008 Total Cohort 

(4-Year August)
	Students who first entered grade 9 in the 2008–09 school year
	June 30, 2012 count of students, includes diplomas awarded through August 31, 2012
	Graduation-rate reporting and to inform policy decisions

	2007 Total Cohort 
(5-Year June) 
	Students who first entered grade 9 in the 2007–08 school year
	June 30, 2012
	Graduation-rate reporting and to inform policy decisions

	2007 Total Cohort 
(5-Year August)
	Students who first entered grade 9 in the 2007–08 school year
	June 30, 2012 count of students, includes diplomas awarded through August 31, 2012
	Graduation-rate reporting and to inform policy decisions

	2006 Total Cohort
(6-Year June)
	Students who first entered grade 9 in the 2006–07 school year
	June 30, 2012
	Graduation-rate reporting and to inform policy decisions


General Definitions
2008 ELA and Math Accountability Cohort
For ELA and Mathematics performance, the 2008 accountability cohort consists of all students, regardless of their current grade level, who were:

 1) enrolled in your school or district on October 5, 2011 (BEDS day), and
 2) first entered grade 9 (anywhere) during the 2008-09 school year (July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009) or, in the case of ungraded students with disabilities, reached their seventeenth birthday during the 2008-09 school year.  For Performance Accountability, the cohort year of students whose last enrollment record as of the reporting date has a grade of “14” (i.e., 7–12 ungraded) is identified using their birth date, even if they have a conflicting entry in the “GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE” field.  Ungraded students are included in the 2008 school accountability cohort if their birth date is between July 1, 1991 and June 30, 1992.
2007 Graduation-Rate Total Cohort (4-Year) for Accountability 
The 2007 total cohort for graduation rate accountability (4 year as of August) consists of all students, based on last enrollment record as of June 30, 2011 with a GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE during the 2007-08 school year (July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008), regardless of their current grade level.  The enrollment count is based on enrollment records as of June 30, 2011, the graduate count includes diplomas awarded through August 31, 2011.
The cohort year for students whose last enrollment record has a grade of “14” (i.e., 7–12 ungraded) is identified using the date reported in the “GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE” field; in circumstances when no date has been reported for an ungraded student, cohort year will be the school year the student turned 17 .

2006 Graduation-Rate Total Cohort (5-Year) for Accountability

The 2006 total cohort for graduation rate accountability (5 year as of August) consists of all students, based on last enrollment record as of June 30, 2011, with a GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE during the 2006-07 school year (July 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007), regardless of their current grade level.   The enrollment count is based on enrollment records as of June 30, 2011, the graduate count includes diplomas awarded through August 31, 2011.

The cohort year for students whose last enrollment record has a grade of “14” (i.e., 7–12 ungraded) is identified using the date reported in the “GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE” field; in circumstances when no date has been reported for an ungraded student, cohort year will be the school year the student turned 17 .

2008 Total Cohort as of June and August of the 4th Year of School
The 2008 total cohort consists of all students, based on last enrollment record as of June 30, 2012, with a GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE during the 2008-09 school year (July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009), regardless of their current grade level.  
The cohort year for students whose last enrollment record has a grade of “14” (i.e., 7–12 ungraded) is identified using the date reported in the “GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE” field; in circumstances when no date has been reported for an ungraded student, cohort year will be the school year the student turned 17.
2007 Total Cohort as of June and August of the 5th Year of School
The 2007 total cohort consists of all students, based on last enrollment record as of June 30, 2012, with a GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE during the 2007-08 school year (July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008), regardless of their current grade level.  

The cohort year for students whose last enrollment record has a grade of “14” (i.e., 7–12 ungraded) is identified using the date reported in the “GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE” field; in circumstances when no date has been reported for an ungraded student, cohort year will be the school year the student turned 17.
2006 Total Cohort as of June of the 6th Year of School
The 2006 total cohort consists of all students, based on last enrollment record as of June 30, 2012, with a GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE during the 2006-07 school year (July 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007), regardless of their current grade level.  

The cohort year for students whose last enrollment record has a grade of “14” (i.e., 7–12 ungraded) is identified using the date reported in the “GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE” field; in circumstances when no date has been reported for an ungraded student, cohort year will be the school year the student turned 17.
Additional Information

Regardless of cohort, students are reported in the school and district where they were last enrolled as of the reporting date (4, 5 or 6 years after date of first entry in grade 9).  The last enrollment record is defined as the regular enrollment record with the most recent beginning date as of the reporting date.  Cohort year is determined using the date reported in the “GRADE 09 ENTRY DATE” field in the school year when the last enrollment record occurred. as of the reporting date.

Cohort enrollment counts are always as of June, graduate counts and other enrollment outcomes may be as of June or as of August based on the June count of students.
For cohort calculations, a regular enrollment record is defined as one of the enrollment entry types listed below:

0011 -  Enrollment in building or grade

5544 - Transferred in under the NCLB Title I "School in Improvement Status" transfer option 

7000 - Transferred in under the NCLB "Persistently Dangerous School" transfer option

7011 - Transferred in under the NCLB "Victim of Serious Violent Incident" transfer option
Note: Regardless of the enrollment entry reason reported on the record, students who are

homeschooled (reported with service provider beds code beginning with first 8 digits of

a district bedscode and ending in “0888”) are excluded.  In addition, student records with the enrollment entry reasons listed below are not included in cohort calculations.

0022
Foreign exchange student enrollment in building or grade

5555
Student enrolled for the purpose of recording a test score (walk-in)

0055
Enrolled for instructional reporting only

5905
CSE or CPSE responsibility only  
8294
School-age children on the roster for census purposes only

The table below shows the effect on cohort membership for each reason for ending enrollment code.  The last enrollment record is defined as the regular enrollment record in SIRS with the most recent beginning date as of the reporting date.   
	Exit Enrollment Code
	Reason
	2008 Accountability Cohort for ELA and Math Performance
	2007 Graduation-Rate Total Cohort (4-Year) for Accountability,
2006 Graduation-Rate Total Cohort (5-Year) for Accountability,
2008 Total Cohort after 4 Years 2007 Total Cohort after 5 Years

2006 Total Cohort after 6 Years (Policy Analysis)

	85
	Earned an IEP diploma
	included
	included

	136
	Reached maximum legal age and has not earned a diploma or certificate
	included
	included

	153
	Transferred to another school in this district or to an out-of-district placement
	included
	included

	170
	Transferred to another NYS public school outside this district with documentation.
	excluded
	excluded

	204
	Transferred to a NYS nonpublic school with documentation
	excluded
	excluded

	221
	Transferred to a school outside NYS with documentation.
	excluded
	excluded

	238
	Transferred to homebound instruction provided by this district
	included
	included

	255
	Transferred to home-schooling by parent or guardian
	excluded
	excluded

	272
	Transferred to a postsecondary school prior to earning a diploma
	excluded
	excluded

	289
	Transferred to an approved AHSEP or HSEP program
	excluded if earned High School Equivalency Diploma by June 30 of the reporting year or is enrolled in AHSEPP or HSEPP as of June 30 of the reporting year, otherwise included
	included

	306
	Transferred to other high school equivalency (GED) preparation program
	included
	included

	323
	Transferred outside district by court order
	excluded
	excluded

	340
	Left school: first-time dropout
	included
	included

	357
	Left school: previously counted as a dropout
	included
	included

	391
	Long-term absence (20 consecutive unexcused days)
	included
	included

	408
	Permanent expulsion (student must be over compulsory attendance age)
	included
	included

	425
	Left school, no documentation of transfer
	included
	included

	442
	Left the U.S.
	excluded
	excluded

	459
	Deceased
	excluded
	excluded

	629
	Previously earned an IEP diploma
	included
	included

	799
	Graduated (earned a Regents or local diploma)
	included
	included

	1089
	Transferred to an approved GED program outside this district
	excluded if earned High School Equivalency Diploma by June 30 of the reporting year or is enrolled in AHSEPP or HSEPP as of June 30 of the reporting year, otherwise included
	included

	5927
	Leaving a school under NCLB – a victim of a serious violent incident
	included
	included

	5938
	Leaving a NYC community district under NCLB – a victim of a serious violent incident
	included
	included

	8338
	Incarcerated student, no participation in a program culminating in a regular diploma.
	included
	included

	EOY
	End of Year
	included
	included


PAGE  
3

