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Program Requirements for Nonpublic Schools Seeking an Absolute Charter  
 

 A nonpublic school must have an Education Corporation, i.e., Provisional Charter,  
in good standing, except in certain rare  circumstances where a long term , well 
established nonpublic school ope rating under a not-for-prof it incorporation m ay be 
eligible to apply for an Absolute Charter in the first instance; 

 A nonpublic school must have authorization for each grade level in operation and 
there must be student enrollment at every grade level – there m ust be a  significant 
enough number of students at each grade level to constitute a class, how ever, combined 
grade levels may be considered; 

 A nonpublic school must submit three prior years of audited financial statements; 
and 

 A nonpublic school must provide visual documentation of facilities and grounds.  
 
Visual documentation can include photographs or a DVD presentation: 
 
 Exterior of building (all sides, if possible) and grounds, including athletic fields (if 

applicable). Please include photo of outside signage. 
 Lobby and stairwells 
 Instructional classrooms—please send photos of several classrooms and label accordingly  
 Bathrooms 
 Auditorium, if applicable, and gymnasium 
 Cafeteria and kitchen (if applicable) 
 Special subject area spaces, as applicable, including art, music, and resource rooms 
 Science Labs (if applicable) 
 Library 
 Administrative Space 
 Other areas which will provide more information about your school (optional) 

 
The visual documentation noted above is in addition to the items delineated on the “21 Item 
Checklist.” 
 
Send all materials to the Office of Nonpublic School Services, New York State Education 
Department, Room 475 EBA, 89 Washington Avenue, Albany, NY 12234 or 
emscmgts@mail.nysed.gov.    Thank you. 
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