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January 3, 2011
Dear New School Applicant:

Thank you for your interest in creating a new, high-quality public charter school in
New York State. The Board of Regents and the State Education Department are
committed to the expansion of high-quality public school opportunities for New York State
students.

The 2011 charter school application will continue the comprehensive and rigorous
evaluation process that was established for the August 2010 cycle. This process provides
the Board of Regents with the critical information needed to assess the will, skill and
capacity of applicants to launch and operate effective schools. The Board of Regents’
objective is to issue charters for schools with the greatest probability of success in
implementing a high-quality program within an organizationally and fiscally sound
framework. The New York State Legislature set criteria for this process in Chapter 101 of
the Laws of 2010.

The New York State Education Department 2011 Charter School Application Kit
includes charter school application guidance, materials and review protocols. The
Department’s rigorous charter application process includes: submission of a letter of intent,
a two-stage comprehensive written application, a face-to-face panel interview of the
proposed school’'s founding group and careful consideration of public opinion and
comment.

The 2010 charter school application process led to the approval of seven promising
new Board of Regents-authorized schools (from an original field of 35). | am confident that
the 2011 application process will bring together many of New York’s talented educators,
parents and community members to establish equally promising new charter schools.
Thank you for your interest in improving quality choice options for students, families and
communities in the State.
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