
FULL APPLICATION SUMMARY 

 

Proposed Charter School Name8 PCS-STEM Charter School of 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics (PCS-STEM) 
Proposed Board President Name John Tiliakos 

Proposed Board President Email Address 

Proposed Board President Telephone Number 

Public Contact Name John Tiliakos 

Public  Contact Email Address Vur501@aol.com 

Public Contact Telephone Number 917-502-4829 

District of Location New York City CSD22 

Opening Date August 2016 

Proposed Charter Term9 5 Years 

Proposed Management Company or Partners NA 

Projected Enrollment and Grade Span During 
Charter Term 

300 Students in Grades 9-12 

Projected Maximum Enrollment and Grade 
Span  

300 Students in Grades 9-12 

Mission Statement -The proposed mission of the PCS-STEM Charter School of 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (PCS-STEM) is to promote a superior 

educational experience for students of grades 9-12 by stimulating creativity and innovative 

thinking through a concentration in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 

(STEM). Students will acquire knowledge and skills in problem solving and teamwork, while 

exploring STEM careers. PCS-STEM will promote an educational system that closes the 

achievement gap between learners, fosters academic success, and prepares each student for 

acceptance into institutions of higher learning. 
This mission will be accomplished following three methods: 

 Tailoring instruction to students' needs, thereby increasing learning opportunities for all 

students with an emphasis on at-risk students including special needs and ESL students 

while actively including parents in the process. 
 Closing of the learning gap will be accomplished by delivery of the proven and highly 

successful learning modalities to meet and surpass New York State (NYS) standards with 

an emphasis on math/reading, providing intense instruction in science, mathematics, and 

technology, with requisite intervention services throughout a longer school year. 
 Promoting academic rigor by assisting students in fulfilling predetermined outcomes and 

competencies by challenging them with high expectations of content acquisition, critical 

thinking, integration and application of concepts, long-term retention, and responsibility. 
School overview: PCS-STEM’ educational philosophy is aimed at promoting high levels of 

academic achievement and individualizing instruction to ensure that the academic needs of all 

students are met. Intensive focus will be placed on core academic subjects that are aligned with 

NYS learning standards. In order to carry out this philosophy and the school's mission, PCS-

STEM’ design utilizes key elements which have been proven to be most effective in student 

success: 
 



 Rigorous Academics within the curriculum and frequent assessments 
 two periods of math instruction per day and two periods of English instruction per day 
 Extended 8 hour day (7:50-4:30) to extend academics and extracurricular (four days a 

week) and Extended Year to 190 days 
 Mandatory Dress Code 
 Teacher pay based on annual review, seniority and credentials 
 Ongoing Professional Development (2-hour early dismissal for students on Fridays) the 

goal of each Friday PD session is to review and adjust instructional or operational 

practice. 
 Open communication with the parents and the community/Encourage strong parent 

involvement in the life of the child and school. 
 A Student Discipline Policy, a school environment that is free from discrimination or 

harassment with firm Anti-Bully policies, a PBIS Plan and the implementation of The 

Dignity for All Students Act  (Education Law §§ 10-18 and § 2801(4)) (“Dignity Act”), a 

hassle-free Bulling Reporting System and a character education program. PCS-STEM 

recognizes instructional time is very valuable and every day is critical. 
 Researched-based instructional strategies: Understanding by Design (UBD), 

differentiated instruction, direct instruction, and individualized learning plans to close the 

achievement gap by increasing learning opportunities for all students, with special 

emphasis on student at risk of academic failure, and an RTI model.. 
 Safety Initiatives clearly posted and sent to all parents 
 An ongoing notification system regarding academic performance, illness and absences 
 Technology is integrated into the curriculum as a tool to help students achieve academic 

success. 
 Rigor and academic excellence with a school-wide focus on STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) instruction 
 Ensure that every graduate is college and career  to be accepted  to  a two-year or  four-

year college  

PCS-STEM will materially further the objectives of Education Law §2850(2) in Community 

School District 22: (a) Improve student learning and achievement; (b) Increase learning 

opportunities for all students, with special emphasis on expanded learning experiences for 

students who are at-risk of academic failure; (c) Encourage the use of different and innovative 

teaching methods; (d) Create new professional opportunities for teachers, school administrators 

and other school personnel;(e) Provide parents and students with expanded choices in the types 

of educational opportunities that are available within the public school system; and (f) Provide 

schools with a method to change from rule-based to performance-based accountability systems 

by holding the schools established under this article accountable for meeting measurable student 

achievement results . Our key design elements were Based on Education Law § 2850 (2) and the 

following additional researched based Instructional methodologies: 1. Gradual Release of 

Responsibility (GRR); 2. Direct Instruction; 3. Inquiry-Based Instruction; 4. Sheltered 

Instruction (SEI); 5. Co-Teaching; 6. Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT); 7. Individual Learning Plans 

(ILPs); 8.Understanding by Design® (UbD®); and 9. Project-based learning (PBL). 
 
8 N.Y. Education Law § 2851(2)(k) 
9 N.Y. Education Law § 2851(2)(p). Typically, the charter term requested should be from the date of the issuance of the charter through June 30, 

2021 
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