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I. Introduction/Background Information: 
 
The Bronx Charter School for Children (BCSC) opened in the fall of 2004 with 132 
students in grades K and 1. BCSC currently serves 425 students in grades K through 5 
in New York City’s Community School District (CSD) 7 in the South Bronx. The school is 
located in a private facility.  
 
During the last renewal period, BCSC failed to meet the state level targets in English 
Language Arts (ELA) and math.  In 2007, the school’s ELA performance index was 132, 
with 46% of students performing at or above Level 3.  In 2007, seventy-six percent of 
students were proficient in math, with a math performance index of 171.  The school 
received a three-year, short-term renewal in December 2007.   
 
 

II. Guiding Questions: 
 

 

A.  Can the school demonstrate the ability to operate in an educationally sound 
manner? 

Evidence of Strengths: 
The site visit team observed the following “key design elements” from the charter during 
the two-day renewal visit: research-based curriculum resources and instructional 
strategies; data-driven instruction; small class sizes (a 24 student maximum); 
comprehensive inclusion programs for students with disabilities (SWD) and English 
language learners (ELL); ongoing professional development with an emphasis on 
literacy; and family involvement.    
 
Academic Performance:  
BCSC met Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in English Language Arts (ELA) and math 
for all sub-groups during the last three school years.  The school outperformed CSD 7 in 
ELA and math Performance Index (PI) points for all groups on the 2008-09 and 2009-10 

 1



NYS assessments.  Students met the math proficiency targets indicated in the current 
charter for each of the past three years.  [See Appendix 2]  
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NYC Geographic District #7 
PI for ELA 

14
7

14
314

6
13

714
7

14
414

7
14

2

0

50

100

150

200

250

2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010

Pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

 In
de

x All Students

Black

Hispanic/Latino

Economically  
Disadvantaged 

 
*2007-08 sub-group data is under appeal 
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Bronx Charter School for Children (K-5) 
PI for Math
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Source: The New York State Report Card 

 

NYC Geographic District #7 
PI for Math
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Source: The New York State Report Card 

 
 
 

Evidence of Areas of Concern: 
BCSC failed to meet ELA proficiency goals (75%) as delineated in its charter for the 2-
year cohort of students in 2008 and 2010.  
 
 

 

B.  Can the school demonstrate the ability to operate in a fiscally sound manner? 
 

Evidence of Strengths: 
The Board of Trustees carries out strong fiscal oversight of the school.  They review and 
approve policies and procedures governing accounting, budgeting, and fiscal controls. 
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Over the course of the current charter term, BCSC has received clean audits.  In the 
most recent management letter, several non-material recommendations to the school 
were outstanding at the time of the visit.  The reports and the renewal site visit team 
found evidence of the school working to correct these issues.  Trustees were 
knowledgeable about the current fiscal position of the school.  BCSC has a strong cash 
position, has no outstanding debt, and uses conservative long-term financial planning to 
support instructional and operational continuity. 
 
Evidence of Areas of Concern: 
The instructional program calls for a spending level that can only be met through 
extensive fundraising.  The school raised a little more than $370,000 in fiscal year 2009, 
so this may be possible.  The school has significant cash reserves ($2.3 million) and 
has always ended the fiscal year with a positive cash balance. 
 
 
C.  Can the school demonstrate adequate levels of parent and student 
satisfaction? 
 
Evidence of Strengths: 
Parents interviewed reported strong satisfaction with the instructional program, school 
culture, and the accessibility of teachers and administrators.  The school reported an 
85% response rate on its annual parent survey in 2009-2010, and 96% of respondents 
expressed satisfaction with BCSC.  Student indicators of satisfaction include an average 
daily attendance rate of 95% and a student attrition rate of 2%.  BCSC has established 
a mechanism for parent involvement in the governance of the school.  The school’s 
family-staff association accommodates parents by conducting meetings in English and 
Spanish.  BCSC, when compared to CSD 7, enrolls approximately 46% as many SWD 
(52 students); 79% as many ELL (60 students); and, 81% as many free and reduced 
lunch eligible students (356 students).  The school provides support for these students 
and families through a mixture of organizational and programmatic practices based on 
research and experience.   
 
Evidence of Areas of Concern: 
Parents expressed a strong, clear desire for the addition of an after school program. 
 
 
D.  Can the school demonstrate that it is a viable organization? 
 
 
Evidence of Strengths: 
The BCSC Board of Trustees has established committees, and individual trustees have 
expertise in education, finance, real estate, facilities and community relations. The 
governing body of the school is stable.  The renewal visit team reviewed the evaluation 
instruments for the school leader and staff and found they are aligned to the mission 
and educational program of the school. Closer links to the key design elements are 
spelled out in the proposed renewal application.   
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Evidence of Areas of Concern: 
The executive director will be taking a temporary leave of absence during the fall term 
this year.  The trustees engaged in an exhaustive process to identify an interim school 
leader, and a new leader has been hired through this search process.  At this time, 
there is no evidence of the effectiveness of the new leadership or transition process. 
 
 
 

III. Conclusion:  
 

As noted above, the school is following some of the key design elements of its charter 
while providing supports teachers need in the form of targeted professional 
development.  Extra supports are in place for struggling students.  The school continues 
to outperform the district of location by significant percentages; however, the school’s 
ELA goal for 2009-2010 has not been met. Student academic performance in math is 
stronger than performance in ELA.  Family involvement is high, and includes a 
governance role for parents and an active family-staff association. 
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Appendix 1 
 

Bronx Charter School for Children- PI for  ELA 
 

Student Group 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 
All Students 161 173 157 
Black 159 173 149 
Hispanic/Latino  164 172 166 
Economically   
Disadvantaged  157 176 158 

 
NYC Geographic District #7 – PI for  ELA 

 

Student Group 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 
All Students * 147 143 

Black * 146 137 
Hispanic/Latino  * 147 144 
Economically   
Disadvantaged  * 147 142 

*2007-08 sub-group data under appeal 
Did not make Adequate Yearly Progress 

 
Bronx Charter School for Children- PI for Math 

 
Student Group 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 
All Students 176 189 191 
Black 176 188 186 
Hispanic/Latino  177 190 197 
Economically   
Disadvantaged  174 190 191 

 
NYC Geographic District #7 – PI for Math 

 

Student Group 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 
All Students 145 164 166 
Black 140 161 161 
Hispanic/Latino  147 165 168 
Economically   
Disadvantaged  146 165 166 

Source:  The New York State Report Card 
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Appendix 2 
Charter School Longitudinal ELA & Math Data 

2007-08 through 2009-2010 
School and Grades 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 

 L1 L2 L3 L4 L1 L2 L3 L4 L1 L2 L3 L4 

Bronx CS for 
Children  

ELA Grade 3 

 

0 

 

36.5 

 

52.4 

 

11.1 

 

1.5 

 

39.4 

 

57.6 

 

1.5 

 

12.1 

 

45.5 

 

30.3 

 

12.1 

NYC Bronx 
District 7 ELA 
Grade 3  

 

16.7 

 

45.6 

 

36 

 

1.7 

 

11.5 

 

35.6 

 

49.6 

 

3.3 

 

28.8 

 

40.6 

 

24.6 

 

6 
             

Bronx CS for 
Children 

ELA Grade 4 

 

1.6 

 

38.7 

 

58.1 

 

1.6 

 

0 

 

10.8 

 

89.2 

 

0 

 

9.2 

 

63.1 

 

26.2 

 

1.5 

NYC Bronx 
District 7 ELA 
Grade 4  

 

20 

 

41.9 

 

37 

 

1.1 

 

10.6 

 

39.1 

 

49.2 

 

1.2 

 

19.4 

 

54 

 

24.7 

 

1.8 
             

Bronx CS for 
Children 

ELA Grade 5  

 

** 

 

** 

 

** 

 

** 

 

0 

 

26.4 

 

71.7 

 

1.9 

 

16.7 

 

50 

 

30.3 

 

3 

NYC Bronx 
District 7 ELA 
Grade 5  

 

4.4 

 

44.5 

 

50.3 

 

0.9 

 

1.5 

 

40 

 

56.1 

 

2.4 

 

26.6 

 

47.4 

 

21.3 

 

4.8 
             

Bronx CS for 
Children Math 
Grade 3  

 

0 

 

6.3 

 

73 

 

20.6 

 

0 

 

9.4 

 

76.6 

 

14.1 

 

6.1 

 

37.9 

 

43.9 

 

12.1 

NYC Bronx 
District 7 Math 
Grade 3  

 

6.7 

 

16.3 

 

66.6 

 

10.4 

 

2.4 

 

13.2 

 

71.4 

 

13.1 

 

19.4 

 

44.5 

 

26.1 

 

10.1 
             

Bronx CS for 
Children Math 
Grade 4 

 

4.9 

 

31.1 

 

55.7 

 

8.2 

 

0 

 

1.5 

 

59.1 

 

39.4 

 

1.5 

 

60 

 

32.3 

 

6.2 

NYC Bronx 
District 7 Math 
Grade 4  

 

12 

 

25.2 

 

51 

 

11.7 

 

9.5 

 

17.6 

 

57.3 

 

15.7 

 

13.1 

 

50.3 

 

26.2 

 

10.4 
             

Bronx CS for 
Children Math 
Grade 5  

 

** 

 

** 

 

** 

 

** 

 

1.9 

 

18.9 

 

71.7 

 

7.5 

 

1.5 

 

48.5 

 

37.9 

 

12.1 

NYC Bronx 
District 7 Math 
Grade 5 

 

9.3 

 

30.5 

 

52.8 

 

7.4 

 

5.9 

 

23 

 

54.7 

 

16.3 

 

13.9 

 

45.3 

 

31.5 

 

9.3 
             

** No Grade 5 students during this period    Source:  The New York State School Report Card 


