
 
 

THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
 
CHARTER SCHOOL OFFICE 
ROOM 5N EB Mezzanine, 89 WASHINGTON AVENUE, ALBANY NY, 12234 
Tel. 518/474-1762; Fax 518/474-3209; charterschools@mail.nysed.gov  

 
 
 
       September 25, 2013 
 
     VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL  
 
 
Dennis Walcott 
Chancellor  
New York City Department of Education  
Tweed Hall 
52 Chambers Street  
New York, NY 10007 
 
Dear Chancellor Walcott; 
 

This notice is to inform you that on September 18, 2013, the New York State Board 
of Regents received 21 applications to establish charter schools in New York City.  Details 
of the applications are included on the attached chart.     

These applications are being reviewed for possible action at the December 2013 
meeting of the Board of Regents. Full application materials may be viewed at 
www.p12.nysed.gov/psc/startcharter.  

Please note that pursuant to Education Law section 2857(1) and 8 NYCRR 119.4 
(available at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/psc/publichearing.html), the school district of 
location is required to hold a public hearing to solicit comments from the community in 
connection with the foregoing applications. These hearings, which are required to be held 
within the community that is potentially impacted by the charter school, must be held within 
30 days of your receipt of this letter.  
 
1. A copy of the public hearing notice must be provided to the Charter School Office at the 

time of dissemination.  
2. No later than the next business day following the hearing, written confirmation that this 

hearing was held must be sent to the Charter School Office.   
3. Copies of any and all written records or comments generated from this hearing must be 

sent to the Charter School Office within 15 business days after the hearing.  
 

All documentation listed above should be submitted electronically to 
charterschools@mail.nysed.gov   (the subject line of the email should include the NAME 
OF PROPOSED CHARTER SCHOOL Public Hearing).  



In addition, the New York City Department of Education district has the right to 
comment directly to the Board of Regents on the programmatic and fiscal impact of the 
proposed charter school(s) on traditional public and non-public schools in your district.   
Comments should be submitted no later than December 6, 2013 to 
charterschools@mail.nysed.gov (the subject line of the email should read: New York City 
Department of Education response to NAME OF PROPOSED CHARTER SCHOOL 
application).  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (518) 474-1762 or 
smegna@mail.nysed.gov.  Thank you.  

 
       Sincerely, 
 

         
 
       Susan Megna  
       CSO, New School Coordinator  
        
 
Enc. 
 
Principals/Heads of public and non-public schools within county 
Bill Clarke 
DawnLynne Kacer 
Sonia Park 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 



New York State Education Department
Summary of Complete Full Application Received to Establish a Charter School to be Authorized by the New York State Board of Regents

New York City

Submitted in response to the 2013 Request for Proposals

Name of Proposed Charter School
Proposed School District or NYC CSD
Additional Proposed School District or NYC CSD Media Contact Information

Applicant 
Name 

Grade 
Levels 

(5th year)

Maximum 
Enrollment 
(5th year)

Seeking
 public 
space

Institutional 
Partner

Charter 
Management 
Organization

American Dream Charter School (The)
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 7

Melissa Mekonian

917-579-8689

Melissa 
Melkonian

6-10 470

mm3051@columbia.edu

Brooklyn Laboratory Charter School
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT #13

Erin Mote

443-928-6427

Eric Tucker 6-10 654

brooklynlaboratoryschool@gmail.com

Charter High School for Law and Social Justice
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 8

 NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 9,  NEW YORK CITY 
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 12

Richard D. Marsico

212-431-2180

Dr. Mary Ellen 
Sullivan and 
Richard D. 
Marsico

9-10 480 College of 
Mount Saint 
Vincent and 
New York Law 
School

rmarsico@nyls.edu

Collegiate Academy for Mathematics and Personal Awareness Charter School
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT #19

Viola Abbott

718-451-1922

Viola Abbott 
and Daryl Rock

5-8 455

violaabbott@yahoo.com

Compass Charter School
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT #17

Todd SutlerMichelle Healy 
and Brooke 
Peters

K-5 396

todd@odysseyinitiative.org

Harlem STEAM Academy Charter School (The)
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 5

Andrea Pizziconi

203-500-4268

Darline 
Lalanne-Millsap 
and Andrea 
Pizziconi

9-12 572 Big Picture 
Learning

pizziconi@christiecompany.com

Literacy Empowerment Academy Charter School
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT #24

Belinda Bean

718-702-6828

Belinda Bean 
and Eileen 
Lepetit

K-5 540

literacyempowermentacademy@gmail.com

New Generation of Scholars Charter School
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT #12

NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT #9

LaKiesha George

347-647-9818

LaKiesha 
George

K-8 440

laKieshangs@yahoo.com

Onyx Academy for the Performing Arts Charter School
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 5

Ruth Morrison

646-303-4770

Evelyn Collins 9-12 560

ruthjmorrison@gmail.com
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Name of Proposed Charter School
Proposed School District or NYC CSD
Additional Proposed School District or NYC CSD Media Contact Information

Applicant 
Name 

Grade 
Levels 

(5th year)

Maximum 
Enrollment 
(5th year)

Seeking
 public 
space

Institutional 
Partner

Charter 
Management 
Organization

ReSolve Charter School 1
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 4

NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 8, NEW YORK CITY 
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 19,  NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 
23, NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 29

Edward Fergus-Arcia

212-998-5253

Dr. Edward 
Fergus-Arcia

9-12 289

eddie.fergus@esinyc.org

ReSolve Charter School 2
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 4

NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 8, NEW YORK CITY 
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 19,  NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 
23, NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 29

Edward Fergus-Arcia

212-998-5253

Dr. Edward 
Fergus-Arcia

9-12 289

eddie.fergus@esinyc.org

ReSolve Charter School 3
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 4

NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 8, NEW YORK CITY 
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 19,  NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 
23, NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 29

Edward Fergus-Arcia

212-998-5253

Dr. Edward 
Fergus-Arcia

9-12 289

eddie.fergus@esinyc.org

ReSolve Charter School 4
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 4

NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 8, NEW YORK CITY 
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 19,  NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 
23, NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 29

Edward Fergus-Arcia

212-998-5253

Dr. Edward 
Fergus-Arcia

9-12 289

eddie.fergus@esinyc.org

Rockaway Community Charter School
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT #27

Dennie Wilson

347-860-4090

Dennie Wilson 
and Francis 
Lewis

6-8 300

dmjw17@yahoo.com

Roebling Global Technology Charter School
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT #13

Linda GerardiJoseph Selch 6-8 610

roeblingmedia@gmail.com

Sankofa School for Boys in Harlem Charter Academy (The)
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 5

Ashanti Chimurenga

340-690-5257

Ashanti 
Chimurenga

K-5 430 National 
School Climate 
Center, New 
York Urban 
League, NYC 
Mission Society 
Minisink 
Townhouse

achimurenga@gmail.com

Soar Preparatory Charter School
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT #31

Rosalind Segura

718-568-3634

Rosalind 
Segura

K-8 790

rsegura@schools.nyc.gov

South Bronx Early College Academy Charter School
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 7

Davon Russell

718-839-1118

Ric Campbell, 
Ed.D and 
Davon Russell

6-12 584 Women's 
Housing and 
Economic 
Development 
Corporation 
(WHEDco), 
Bard College 
Master of Arts 
in Teaching 
Program

drussell@whedco.org
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Name of Proposed Charter School
Proposed School District or NYC CSD
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Spectrum Charter School
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT #29

Carl Clay

718-809-3515

Carl Clay 6-8 375 Black 
Spectrum 
Theatre 
Companycclay71463@aol.com

Staten Island Green Charter School for Environmental Discovery
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT #31

Vincent Maligno

718-744-5847

Dr. Carole B 
Reiss and Dr. 
Vincent Maligno

K-5 425

drmaligno426@gmail.com

Village Preparatory Academy Charter School for Young Men
NEW YORK CITY GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT # 5

VPA for Young Men

917-573-8282

Vanette A 
Dandridge

9-12 463

vpaforyoungmen@gmail.com
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