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Basic Contact and Application Information

Page 1

Applicant groups and Existing Education Corporations interested in submitting an application to establish Regents-
authorized charter schools are asked to complete this brief information sheet. The Department will use this information
to plan and coordinate peer review panels with appropriate expertise to evaluate all application materials.

Please indicate whether an Applicant Group or an Existing Education Corporation is submitting this Round 1 Letter of
Intent.

Applicant Group LOlI to establish a single, brand new charter school

Proposed Charter School Name

(Please write out the formal and full name for the school you proposed, and include the words "charter" and "school" in the proposed
name(s)).

School Name Long Island Charter School for the Arts
Grades Served (K-5, .6-8, 9-12, etc.) During Initial Term 6-12
Number of Students During Initial Term 475

Proposed or Current Board Chair and Public Contact information, including mailing address, phone nhumber, and email
address.

(The entire chart may not be visible on your screen. Use the "tab" key to move from column to column. The first column will remain static as
you do so).

First and Last Name Best Phone Number (###-###- Email Address
#it#i#)
Proposed/Current Board Chair Ashton Bell _ _
Public/Media Contact Person Peppericka Bonay-Martin 516-797-0870 pepperbonaymartin@gmail.com

If available, please provide the URL to the website established for the proposed school or existing education
corporation.

(No response)

Proposed Management and/or Partner Organization(s), such as a charter or educational management company or a
university, academic program partner, or whole school change partner.

(See pages 45-46 of the application kit for definitions and guidance as only "substantial” partnerships should be listed here).
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Proposed Management Company N/A
Partner Organization 1 Hofstra University

Partner Organization 2 Women Intended for Excellence

Proposed Board Chair Signature

(Internet Explorer may not support this feature. Open the portal using Google Chrome, Firefox, or Safari).

Gy

Date

2015/06/23

Thank you for completing this form.
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Long Island Charter School for the Arts
Letter of Intent June 23, 2015

LETTER OF INTENT TO APPLY

I. Applicant Group Information®: Identify and present background information pertaining to the
applicant group, initial board of trustees, and any proposed school employees.

a.

Provide the name, contact information, and current employment for all members of the
applicant group, which includes initial proposed board of trustees, and any proposed
school employees using Table 1; See Table 1 Attachment

Specify the current or prospective role that each member has or will hold in relation to
the proposed charter school; identify the relevant experience, skills, and/or qualifications
each member possesses using Table 1; See Table 1 Attachment

Public contact: Peppericka Bonay-Martin, pepperbonaymartin@gmail.com, 914-482-
3039

. Application History: No applicant group member has previously applied to any entity for

a charter school.

Il. Proposed Charter School Information

a. Proposed school name (include the words “charter” and “school” in the name); Long Island
Charter School for the Arts
b. Proposed school location: Hempstead Union Free School District. We have been actively
seeking private facility options in Hempstead. We are in conversations with Realty
Executives West for a property at 94 Fulton St. in Hempstead, which is owned by the
Korean Church of World Crusade. The building is already a school facility.
c. Planned grades and enrollment in each of the year of the proposed charter term;
At full capacity, the school will serve students in grades 6-12, but for the initial term, the enrollment plan
is as follows:
2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021
6 95 95 95 95 95
7 95 95 95 95
8 95 95 95
9 95 95
10 95
TOTAL 95 190 285 380 475
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Long Island Charter School for the Arts
Letter of Intent June 23, 2015

d. Proposed Management and/or Partner Organization(s),

Long Island Charter School for the Arts will not contract with an educational management company.
In order to execute on its mission, the school will develop partnerships with university and non-profit
partners such as Hofstra University, Girls Scouts of Nassau County, Zion Cathedral COGIC, Destiny
House Christian Center, Women Intended for Excellence, Cedamore Corporation, and other local civic
organizations. Thus far, we have developed strong verbal partnerships with two key organizations.
Irving Street is a full-service media and event planning company whose leadership has agreed to
support LICSA with event planning and fundraising efforts. Additionally, Irving Street will be a critical
partner in providing our students with enrichment experiences in the arts, along with helping LICSA
secure additional partners that can support the arts program. Through our board member, Roosevelt
Smith, we have secured a partnership with Hofstra University’s HEOP program. They have agreed to
support the school in developing an academic program that transitions students into college with the
academic and social skills necessary for success. They have also agreed to broker access to Hofstra’s
campus for our students through Hofstra’s STEM programs and initiatives and the Drama and Dance
program.

e. Proposed school mission;
The Long Island Charter School for the Arts will inspire students and equip them with the tools to be
civic-minded, life-long learners who will pursue advanced studies, careers, and service opportunities
that impact their local and global communities.

The Long Island Charter School for the Arts is founded on the principle that Arts instruction integrated
into a rigorous academic program will serve as a catalyst for the academic, career and social success of
all students. The program will inspire and nurture a passion for learning, collaboration and arts in
students who might not otherwise have an opportunity to develop their artistic skills. The school will
provide a purpose-driven, academically rigorous, rich educational experience that values creativity,
intellectual stimulation, personal responsibility and civic duty.

f. School Overview:

The Long Island Charter School for the Arts is a proposed 6-12 charter school that will be located in the
Hempstead Union Free School District. At the Long Island Charter School for the Arts, the focus will
always be on student achievement. The program will nurture and inspire passion for learning and arts in
students who might not otherwise have an opportunity to develop their artistic skills. We understand
that students need multiple pathways to success and the guidance of well-trained and caring adults.
The delivery of a tailored instructional program, infused with arts instruction, gives students the content
knowledge, critical thinking skills, and confidence to compete and create in the 21% century global
marketplace.

The specific innovative design element of the charter school is arts infused education. Classes in the arts
are a vital part of student academic achievement. The importance of arts education has been debated in
school board rooms across the country for several years. As budgets are trimmed and school arts
programs are cut, this becomes an important question to answer. These arts programs are an important
component of student learning and success. Classes such as Instrumental and Vocal music are often
referred to as "extracurricular" classes. Music is anything but "extracurricular.” Music classes offer many

2015 Board of Regents New Charter School Application



Long Island Charter School for the Arts
Letter of Intent June 23, 2015

benefits that make them indispensable. The debate continues because performance programs have
proven to increase academic achievement, self-esteem, and social skills. Students become part of a
positive group and organization and profit socially, personally, and academically from the experience.

In addition to the cross-curricular use of the CCSS, arts instruction will be used to supplement discussion
and provide illustrative examples of topics being discussed. As examples:

* Science -- an examination of the physics of sound: how sound waves are produced and
manipulated, instrumental construction, acoustics,
* Social Studies -- an examination of how the arts of a people reflect their social, political,
economic and cultural environment.
* Language Arts Literacy will discuss:
o the similarities between expressing thoughts, moods, and descriptions in writing and in
painting.
o the relationship between form and structure in writing and in dance
* Mathematics -- the grouping of sounds into beats, measures, and rhythm can be used to teach
basic arithmetic, as well as more advanced concepts such as fractions

Students at Long Island Charter School for the Arts will follow a traditional course of study with
instrumental music woven into courses. During middle school students will explore multiple arts
programs, including instrumental music, vocal music, dance, theater, and visual arts. In high school each
student will declare a major and focus on that throughout his or her high school years.

LONG ISLAND CHARTER SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS
PossiBLE OPTIONS FOR HIGH ScHOOL COURSE OF STUDY

Literature and
Composition

Effective Writing

9" Grade 10" Grade 11" Grade 12" Grade
English I English Il: Critical English 1ll: American English IV: Contemporary and
Introduction to Reading and Literature World Literature

AP English

Appreciation

Music Theory

Major

Music Major

Business & Economics
Music Major

World History U.S. History | U.S. History Il Contemporary U.S. and Global
Economics
AP History

Integrated Math Geometry Geometry Algebra Il

Algebra | Algebra | Algebra Il AP Calculus

Algebra Il Pre-Calculus Pre-Calculus

Biology Chemistry Physics Earth Science/Astronomy

Spanish | Spanish Il Spanish lll Internship in Major

Visual and Visual and Visual and Performing

Performing Arts Performing Arts Arts Major AP Music Theory

AP Art History
AP Studio Art: Drawing

Physical Education

Physical Education

Physical Education

Physical Education
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Long Island Charter School for the Arts
Letter of Intent June 23, 2015

g. Target Population/Community Served:

Long Island Charter School for the Arts (LICSA) will serve students in Hempstead Union Free School
District. An important part of LICSA’s mission is to serve students with diverse needs who might not
otherwise have the opportunity to develop their artistic skills or who need a different pathway, like the
arts, to engage in a rigorous academic curriculum and create a safe space for diverse student
populations. LICSA will be strategically located on Hempstead, Long Island. The Hempstead Union Free
School District is comprised of 10 schools that serve approximately 7,500 students. Over 65% of
students qualify for free and reduced lunch and the community has a growing immigrant population.
Hempstead has the lowest graduation rate, 37% on Long Island and this district is amongst the few on
Long Island that are 100% minority enrolled. Though much can and has been said about the current
state of the Hempstead Union Free District the LICSA has desired to locate in a community of greatest
need in hopes of having greatest impact. Despite these challenges the LICSA desires to bring arts and
academic rigor to a community in desperate need of change. Hempstead -currently has
one traditional public middle school and one traditional public high school. Despite the desires
and ambitions of many students, they are forced to attend low performing schools that lack creative and
innovative arts programming that allow for the whole child to be educated and thrive.

h. Replication of High Quality School Models: N/A

lll. Enrollment and retention of students with disabilities, English language learners, and
students who are eligible applicants for the free and reduced price lunch program.
Describe the school’s strategies to attract and recruit its students, specifically:
a. Those identified in the school’s mission,
b. Students with disabilities,
c. English language learners, and
d. Students who are eligible applicants for the free and reduced price lunch program.

Describe the school’s strategies to retain its students, specifically:
a. Those identified in the school’s mission,
b. Students with disabilities,
c. English language learners, and
d. Students who are eligible applicants for the free and reduced price lunch program.

The entire LICSA program is built on an inclusive model for FRPL, ELL and Special Education
students. The need to express and communicate transcends most disabilities. Children with Limited
English Proficiency and Learning Disabilities find the arts as stimulating as students without special
needs. The arts involve these students in activities that awaken other talents and strengths not tapped
in a traditional curriculum. Participation in the arts also leads to greater self-confidence and
empowerment that can only boost the students’ achievement in all areas.

As a public school LICSA will provide the necessary supports for at-risk students, students eligible for
special education and related services, students eligible for services under Section 504 of The
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and students who are English language learners.

2015 Board of Regents New Charter School Application



Long Island Charter School for the Arts
Letter of Intent June 23, 2015

All staff members, including the principal, will be held accountable for taking part in professional
development that assists teachers in adapting the school's curriculum to meet student’s individual
needs, and creating a school environment where students are welcome and thriving academically and
socially while allowing for students’ specific learning differences.

IV. Public Outreach and Community Support

a. Describe the public outreach conducted to date to solicit community input regarding the
proposed school. This may include public meetings held, discussions with community
parents, stakeholders or organizations, public awareness campaigns, media coverage or
results from surveys conducted.

From January 2015 through May 2015 representatives from the LICSA conducted a survey (see attached)
throughout Hempstead and the surrounding community addresses the community's desire to have a
rigorous arts program brought to the community. With over 300 surveys completed we know that over
60% of the Hempstead residents and 91% of everyone surveyed support the LICSA and the
programmatic model we seek to bring to the Hempstead community. (Please see the completed survey
results éttached.)

b. Describe your initial assessment of parent interest in your proposed charter school to
allow the school to reach its anticipated enrollment. Include in your response a
description/analysis of any data you have collected to support the initial assessment of
interest.

Through conducting surveys within Hempstead and surrounding communities we have learned that
parents have a strong desire for an innovative option to be brought inte the community. The incoming
cohort of 95 students for 6th grade represents small percentage of Hempstead’s current student
enrollment. The establishment of this school will have a marginal impact on the district as a whole, but
will dramatically transform the lives of students who are able to attend.

V. Proposed BoaLc! Chair Signature and Date: Ashton Bell, Proposed Board Chair

A - 3

e —
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Table 1: Applicant Group Information

Table 1 is not counted toward the page limits
*Minimum of 5 members must be designated as Trustees

Applicant Group Current Relevant Proposed role(s) if Proposed Position on Length Voting
Member employment experience/skills and any the board (e.g., of Member
Name/Email role on applicant (Trustee, Employee, officer, trustee, or initial Y/N
Address group (Key Words) or None) constituent term
representative)
|Ashton Bell English Teacher- Curriculum Development [Trustee President 2 years Y
_ Roosevelt High School [Special Education
Education Plan Committee
Robert Bullock Branch Manager — Banking & Finance [Trustee Trustee 2years Y
_ Astoria Bank Community Engagement
m
Dr. Katherine Corbett |Executive Director —  [Principal Mentoring & [Trustee Trustee 2 years Y
It Leadership Charter Charter School Compliance
School Education Plan Committee
Guidance & Counseling
Community Engagement
Rev. Terrance D. Daye |Pastor — Christian Life [Music Education [Trustee Trustee 1 year Y
Center Church Family & Community
Im Engagement
Sharon Hamlin Branch Manager lll - [Banking & Finance [Trustee Trustee 2 years Y
Astoria Bank Community Engagement
|Peppericka Martin Principal — Roosevelt |Curriculum Development Employee Ex-officio N/A N/A
Children’s Academy  [Education Plan Committee
Special Education
Assoc. Dean/Interim  |Higher Education Access [Trustee Trustee 2 Years Y
Executive Director —  |Organizational Development
Hofstra University Strategic Planning
Administration & Finance
|Bishop Frank White Pastor - Zion Family & Community None None N/A N/A
.|Cathedral Church of  [Engagement
Christ
uliet White Retired Educator IAmityville School District [Trustee Trustee 1 year
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