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PHASE	I:	Letter	of	Intent
Created:	08/07/2013

Last	updated:	02/17/2016

Basic	Contact	and	Application	Information

Page	1

Applicant	groups	and	Existing	Education	Corporations	interested	in	submitting	an	application	to	establish	Regents-

authorized	charter	schools	are	asked	to	complete	this	brief	information	sheet.	The	Department	will	use	this	information	to

plan	and	coordinate	peer	review	panels	with	appropriate	expertise	to	evaluate	all	application	materials.

Please	indicate	whether	an	Applicant	Group	(operates	no	charter	schools	to	date)	or	an	Existing	Education	Corporation

(operates	a	least	one	charter	school)	is	submitting	this	Round	1	Letter	of	Intent.

Applicant	Group	LOl	to	establish	a	single,	new	charter	school

Proposed	Charter	School	Name

(Please	write	out	the	full	name	for	the	proposed	charter	school,	and	include	the	words	"charter"	and	"school"	in	the	proposed	name(s)).

School	Name The	Staten	Island	Green	Charter	School	for	Environmental	Discovery

Grades	Served	(K-5,	.6-8,	9-12,	etc.)	During	Initial	Term K-5

Max	Number	of	Students	During	Initial	Term 125

Proposed	or	Current	Board	Chair	and	Public	Contact	information,	including	mailing	address,	phone	number,	and	email

address.

(The	entire	chart	may	not	be	visible	on	your	screen.	Use	the	"tab"	key	to	move	from	column	to	column.	The	first	column	will	remain	static	as
you	do	so).

First	and	Last	Name Best	Phone	Number	(###-###-
####)

Email	Address

Proposed/Current	Board	Chair Dr.Vincent	Maligno

Public/Media	Contact	Person Dr.	Carole	Reiss

List	of	Key	Design	Elements

(Integral	to	the	school	model,	these	elements	should	be	reflected	throughout	the	application)

1 STEM	Education	concentration	on	student	engagement	through
Collaborative	Learning

2 Dual	Language	Program	for	English	Language	Learners

3 Hands	on	Cooperative	Learning	Programs	in	an	inclusive	environment.

4 Certified	Special	Education	Teachers	in	every	classroom
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5 An	inclusive	culturally	sensitive	environment	focusing	on	the	culture	of
special	populations

6 Students	plan	and	work	with	community	leaders	as	they	explore	and
experiment	with	new	theories	in	making	our	environment	safer	and
healthier.

7 We	assess	students	needs	in	all	academic	areas	as	they	enter	our
school	starting	from	day	1.	We	monitor	their	progress	daily	and	assist
them	for	maximum	success.

8 English	Language	Learners	are	taught	in	dual	languages	as	they
progress	in	learning	to	speak	and	write	in	English.

9 All	students	are	given	additional	support	in	ELA,	as	well	as	Mathematics
with	tutoring	available	during	the	school	day.

10 Teachers	are	given	professional	development	in	all	areas	of	the
curriculum	and	safety	and	citizenship	is	a	central	part	of	the	culture	of
learning	at	our	school.

If	available,	please	provide	the	URL	to	the	website	established	for	the	proposed	school	or	existing	education	corporation.

http://www.sigcs.com

Proposed	Management	and/or	Partner	Organization(s),	such	as	a	charter	or	educational	management	company	or	a

university,	academic	program	partner,	or	whole	school	change	partner.

(Refer	to	the	application	kit	for	definitions	and	guidance	as	only	"substantial"	partnerships	should	be	listed	here).

Proposed	Management	Company None

Partner	Organization	1 Staten	Island	Mental	Health	Society

Partner	Organization	2 Sylvan	Learning	Center

Proposed	Board	Chair	Signature

(Internet	Explorer	may	not	support	this	feature.	Open	the	portal	using	Google	Chrome,	Firefox,	or	Safari).

Date

2016/02/08

Thank	you	for	completing	this	form.	

















NAME OF APPLICANT GROUP 

MEMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS CURRENT EMPLOYMENT RELEVANT EXPERIENCE, 

SKILLS, AND ROLE ON 

APPLICANT GROUP (Key 

Words)

PROPOSED ROLE (if any) 

(Trustee, Employee, 

Consultant, or No 

Continuing Role)

PROPOSED POSITION ON THE 

BOARD (e.g., officer, trustee, 

or constituent representative)

LENGTH OF 

INITIAL TERM

VOTING 

MEMBER 

(YES OR NO)

DR.Carole Reiss 1

Dr. Carole B. Reiss Teacher                                      REGION 10 Director/ED Employee                               ConstituentConstituient 2 n

Dr. Vincent Maligno Professor at St. John's College Former Assistant PrincipalTrustee-Chair Trustee 2 y

Madeline Vasquez Social Worker Manager at SIMHS Vice President Trustee 1 y

Danielle Dotson Mental Health Director Program Manager SIMHS Trustee-Secretary Trustee 1 y

Jeff Lipton Teacher/United Cerebral PalseyPara /Editor/Publisher Trustee-Media Outreach Trustee 1 y

Debi Hansen Loan/Finance Officer Bank Vice President Finance Director/Fundraise TrusteeTrustee 1 y

Scott Fried ELL Teacher Founder of PS/MS 123 Trustee Treasuer Trustee 1 y

Chess Club, Coordinator Fundraising Committee

*Minimum of 5 members must be designated as Trustees

TABLE 1: APPLICANT GROUP INFORMATION



Table 2: Public Outreach Information 

(Table 2 is not counted towards the page limits. Add more rows as necessary) 

 



Dates of Outreach 
(month/date/year) 

Description of 
Outreach 

Location of 
Outreach 

Target Stakeholder 
Group 

Feedback Obtained Action Taken on 
Feedback 

Number of 
Attendees 

01/16/2016  
meeting date 

Sent flyers to 
community based 
organizations 
serving children 
and families with 
special needs. 
Hosted a 
meet/greet to 
introduce team and 
solicit feedback on 
application. 

ABC Community 
Center 
1000 Avenue A NYC 
CSD 5 

Families of students 
with disabilities, 
community 
members 

Need for family 
partners 

Add a family liaison 
to the staff who is 
bi-lingual 

22 families of 
students in grades 
Pre-Kindergarten 
and Kindergarten 

2/3/2016 
 
 
2/1/2015 

Met with Borough 
President’s 
Education Director 
 
Head Start  

Borough 
President’s Office 
Bay Street 
S.I. N.Y. 10301 
16 Osgood Ave.  
S.I. N.Y. 10304 

Education Director Need For ELL 
programs, and Dual 
Language Program 
in Port Richmond 
 
 
Need for safe 
schools and parent 
s to be involved in 
learning. 

Develop a Dual 
Language program 
in the vicinity of 
Port Richmond or  
Rosebank 

2 
Dr. Reiss 
Rose Kerr 
 
 
22 parent’s 
signatures age 
appropriate for 
2017. 

2/1/2016 CEC- District 31 
Handed out cards. 
Flyers. Petition 
Sheets 

Petrides Complex 
 315 Ocean Terrace, 
S.I. N.Y 10305 

 Community 
Education Council, 
Parents, Teachers, 
Consultants, 
District Offices 

Safety is a number 
1 priority in school. 
Special Education 
Students need 
Behavior 
Modification as do 
all other students. 
A district 75 model 
should be adapted 
to each school in 
District 31. 

Use of I.D. cards 
and Safety Cards to 
be worn on each 
child. 

$ Community 
Superintendent, 
Anthony Lodico, 4 
CEC members, 15 
Parents, Field 
Office Safety Reps, 
Special Education 
School Principal, 
Teachers. 
CEC President- 
Mike Reilly  



 

2/2/2016 Community 
Planning Board 
Youth Committee 
Handed out cards, 
Flyers, Petition 
Sheets and surveys. 

St. Episcopal 
Church-2329 
Victory Blvd. 

Community 
Planning Board 
Members for North 
Shore families and 
business owners. 

Follow up 
presentation at Mt. 
Carmel in Rosebank 
and at the March 
meeting for 
Community Board 1 

Meeting to follow 
up on our agenda 
which includes 
Special needs and 
ELL students, as 
well as to increase 
community 
outreach in all 
Regions on Staten 
Island. 

45 

 
8/25/2015 

Blue Heron Park 
Handed out Flyer’s, 
Cards 
Park Ranger 

Blue Heron-S.I. 
Amboy Rd, 
N.Y.10312 

Park Rangers, 
Education Director, 
District Manager 

Planned programs 
at Blue Heron Park 
And partnered 
programs with Net 
Zero School in 
Rossville 

Spring Schedule for 
Tree Planting. 
Recycling. Water 
and Air Purification 

4 

6/15/2015 
 
2/16/2016 

Jodi Fatto 
E-blasts to S.I. 
Parents 44,000 
Families- data 
collected on 
www.sigcs.com 

SI Parent Magazine- 
16 Shenandoah 
Ave. 
S.I.N.Y. 10314 

All parents of 
children ages 4.5-6 
for 2017 opening. 
Special needs and 
all ELL children are 
being asked to 
come to our 
meetings and learn 
about our program. 

E-blasts are being 
planned 

Link to our 
Facebook page is 
being coordinated 
with Glenn Grasica, 
Web Designer 

1 
Over 200 age 
appropriate 
students collected 
from our website 
and E-blasts. 
Outreach to these 
parents are through 
emails and Open 
Houses and 
meetings. 

8/27/2015 
 
February 25,2016 

Small Business Loan 
Center 
Reviewed Charter 
Letter of Intent 

College of Staten 
Island Small 
Business Center 
George Telmany 

 Researching 
Proposal 
Information and 
Startup Costs 

Loan for start Up 2 



10/11.2015 Bobi Digi 
Community Activist 
Handed out cards, 
Flyers arranged a 
Fund Raiser 

Café Alore 
2110 Richmond RD. 
10306 

Met with Bobi and 
the owner of the 
Alore Café to 
organize a 
fundraising 
awareness 
campaign set for 
March. 

Bobi will coordinate 
Parent Outreach at 
the Park Hill Homes 
and will sponsor 
the St. George 
fundraiser with an 
Urban Rhythm and 
Blues Band 

Outreach for Park 
Hill residents to 
begin in March, 
2017. 

3 

2/9/2016 Community 
Planning Board 1 
Meeting 

All Saints Episcopal 
Church- Victory 
Blvd. Staten Island 

Spoke with 
members of the 
Community 1 
Planning Board 

 Our school start up 
needs to be 
addressed by 
Santander Bank 

2 

2/16/2016 Mt/ Carmel 
30 Amity Street 
Rosebank 10305. 

Parents Council 
Meeting- 
Community Board 1 
And Local parents 
and students form 
SICCS, P.S. 13 
Parents of Children 
with special needs 
and ELL students. 
Spanish 
Interpreters were 
present. Our lead 
ELL interpreters are 
Patricia Santamaria, 
and Lisa Diaz. 

Meeting discussion 
was to direct our 
concerns to the 
governor, and 
Political 
Constituents to 
allow our proposal 
to include SICS 
students in our 
lottery/and 
increase grade 
enrollment to 
grade 5 
Councilwoman 
Rose’s office 
interviewed Dr. 
Reiss and recorded 
the meeting and 
took pictures. 

Suggested that all 
SWD be provide 
support as stated in 
the IEP. 
All Languages such 
as Urdu, Spanish, 
Turkish, and Arabic 
must be addressed 
by staff and local 
ELL tutors will be 
provided through 
community 
planning board 
outreach to the 
communities.  
 
A community 
advocate’s name 
was presented to 
Dr. Reiss to plan a 
Special Needs 
program at our 

Parents are 
continuing 
outreach to all 
north shore NYCHA 
and individual 
residents. Meeting 
planned at the 
Stapleton Library 
on February 
23,2016 
Surveys were 
distributed and 
analyzed for our 
community 
demographics as 
well as needs for 
our community. 

100 



charter school. 

2/15/2016 
 
 
February 24,2016 
February 25,2016 
 
 
 
 
February 24, 20117 

Panera Bread- 0pen 
House 
 
Perkins Open 
House 
P.S. 20 
161 Park Ave. S.I. 
N.Y. 10302 
Pre-K For All 
DOE- Parent 
Outreach 
Phone meeting 
with Andrea Lella 

15 Marsh Ave. 
Targeting parents 
with children in 
Pre-K. 
161 Park Ave. S.I. 
N.Y. 10302 
161 Park Ave. S.I. 
N.Y. 10302 
 
 
 
Families Helping 
Families 

Postponed to 
March 15,, 2016 
due to weather 
conditions. 
 
Parent volunteers 
collected over 30 
names from 
interested parents 
who want their 
children to attend 
our school. 
 

 
 
 
 
Location to be in 
Rosebank or St. 
George.  More 
outreach to NYCHA 
Residents handing 
out flyers, survey 
and Beanie Babies 
given to Dr. Reiss as 
a donation. 
 

March 15,2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She asked me to 
speak at the NYC 
DOE meeting in 
New Dorp H.S. on 
March 1 and 
announce our 
school at that 
meeting. 
She was negative 
about a previous 
charter school not 
supplying needs to 
student’s once they 
opened. I assured 
her that we were 
not going to do that 
to families and 
children. 
 

 
Collected age 
appropriate 
students ELL/ SWD. 
 
 
12 

2/8/2-16 MET LIFE 2 Teleport Drive Recruitment of 
Board Members 

David Delbert—
Financial Advisor, 
Rosebank Long 
term Resident 

Recruited David for 
our Board of 
Trustees 

 



2/8/2016 Parents Meeting Perkins Development of 
Dual Language and 
Transportation 

Sharell Joseph is 
the Parent 
Coordinator for 
Arlington 
House/NYCHA 
North Shore 
Residents 

Meeting set for 
February 27, 2017 
at Arlington and 
Mariners Harbor 
Houses. Surveys 
will be distributed. 

13 

2/10/16 Phone meeting-
Pearl Minsky 

Community Board 1 Discussed a 
Fundraiser at St. 
George Theater 

Meeting Planned 
for April,2016 

Fundraising 
planned for April at 
St. George Theater 

 

2/9/2016 Peoples Bank Spencer Richards Discussed Bank 
Loan 

Meeting set for 
April, 2016 

Application for loan 
TBD 

 

2/10/2016 
 

Community 
Planning Board 
Members 

Emailing and 
contacting for next 
meeting 

Joseph Carroll- 
President 

Planned TBD   

2/10/16 Tom Shamailia 
Project Learning 
Tree 

Letter of Support Discussed Student 
Programming for 
Environmental 
Discovery 

Meeting planned 
for February 
29,2016 

Partners for our 
Green 
Environmental 
Education Program 

1 

2/8/2016 Tony Rho NC Parks Dept. Discussed Open 
House for March 

Open house set for 
April 116,2016 

NYS Harbor and 
Estuary Grant 

2 

2/2/2016 Community Board 1 
Youth Committee 
Meeting 
Kathy Vidal 
Neal Berry 
Rich Bradshaw 
Community board 1 
Chairman, Kathy 
Vidal 

Outreach to Parent 
Groups of children 
with Special Needs 
And North Shore 
Parents and 
Community 
Members and 
parents have who 
have children on 
the spectrum and 
wanted our input 
as to how we will 
keep them safe. 

Discussed Parent 
Outreach and sent 
them Petition and 
Survey Forms 

Neal sent out 
emails to parent 
groups and Kathy is 
discussing our 
school with parents 
at PS 14,16, P.S. 78 
Rich is gathering 
signatures and 
handing out 
surveys 

Neal and Kathy are 
writing letters and 
reaching out to 
church members 
and parents groups. 
Suggested that a 
Student Learning 
Specialist be hired 
to coordinate 
teacher training 
and parental 
support. Safety and 
anti-bullying was 

15 



 

 

stressed. 
 
 



    

 

February 10, 2016 
Vickie Smith, 
Director of Charter School Applications 
New York State Education Department, Room 5N EB Mezzanine 
89 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY12234 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Bureau of Environmental 
Education strongly supports the Staten Island Green Charter School’s charter school application to the 
Charter Schools Institute at The State University of New York. The Department is dedicated to 
creating an environmental literate society in New York and the Staten Island Green Charter School is 
ideally suited to cultivate this outcome. 

The Staten Island Green Charter School’s innovative and comprehensive strategy will help students 
become responsible and productive citizens. Their place-based learning model will provide their 
students an opportunity to develop a sense of place and become local stewards of their community. 
The School will help enable their students to become active learners, experimenting and testing their 
own theories while addressing the Common Core Learning Standards and incorporating Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) methodologies.  

The Department provides substantial resources to Project Learning Tree (PLT), Project Water 
Education for Teachers (WET), and Project Wildlife in Learning Design (WILD) as part of our 
professional development program for formal and informal educators throughout New York. These 
international environmental education programs enable teachers to create an inclusive classroom. For 
example, PLT incorporates differentiated instruction throughout its 96-activity, PreK-8 guide for 
audiences, such as, English-language learners and students with disabilities. Each unit contains 
opportunities for paired and cooperative team activities, hands-on learning, the use of realia, 
alternative and authentic forms of assessment, adapted instructional strategies, and appropriated 
accommodations to. Under the guidance of Dr. Carole Reiss, DEC will provide professional develop 
programs for the Staten Island Green Charter School.  

The Department is committed to innovative and collaborative projects. We look forward to joining the 
State University of New York in this effort, which connects children to their environment and brings 
environmental education, awareness and stewardship opportunities to New York children. If you have 
any questions, please call me at 518-402-8043. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Thomas E. Shimalla 
Environmental Educator 3 
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